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Aud he aid unt kiln; if they hear not Moſes, and 
- the prophets, neither will they be — though 
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F.. 

is excellent obſervation i is introduced 

1 a parable, in which the effects of 
133 0 | 
Fest riches and pomp are very ſtrongly diſ- 
played, Not much, indeed, to the honour of 
humanity ; I but, nevertheleſß, founded upon 
"the truth of every day's obſervation. Would 
to 5 God there' were few of che characters of 
2 rich man, in the parable, in our land- vf _— 
V «the. 


. 


2 5 K R M 0 N XVI. 
- the great, who are clothed in purple, and even 
in times of general ſcarcity fare ſumptuouſly 
_ every day, ſelt a ſympathy for their fellow 
creatures in diſtreſs ; for thoſe ſons of wretch- 

edneſs and r that daily, either at their 


2 diſtance, are jmploring ai id from 
| of 2 they would not let them 


alk in vain; they would dry up the tear of 
affliction, and diffuſe a happineſs, which would 
return (6 them Loaded wirr tte bleffings and 
"the gratitude of thouſands, It is a moving 
conſideration, that while the great of our 
land, diſtingviſtt chenifelves By the richneſs 
bf their attire, the pomp of their equipage, 
and dhe ſumptuouſneſs of their tables; the 


5 poor, the ſons of labour' and induſtry, are 
arcely otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed than by * 
_ greens of heir heir diſtrelits and Wantz. i 


But, before we proceed to 4 diſcuſion of he S 


p l 


: 5 dodrine contained. in the text, it may Be 


bes dz HH 51 bi. 94 


proper to make ſome obſervations . on 1 c 


| 4177/7 28 


parable. It is introduced at th he "3th verſe Erle. 


14 - Y JI 46? 


I 5 Was. & n rich man, who, was 
| lothed 


8 


s E R M O N XX. 3 
| clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared | 
Fataptuonlly every day: and there was 21 Cer- 
tin beggar, named Lazarus, who was laid int 
his gate full of ſores, and deſiring :to-he ſed 
with the crumbs that fell ſrom the rich mans 
table; axipreover, the e * 
ofs. 

What e e of diſtreſs ad ae 
Ivdiers! che \wretchedaeſs:of extreme: poverty. 
heightened by a dlaathſome bodily diſorden; 
yet this ict, ſufficient, one vα]d think. 
entitely to deſtroy every principle: of: diſſpatian 
and pride, and ſoften the moſt \6bdurate tola 
juſt Humanity ; this robe -exhibiung de 
keeneft anguith, fornd:no/compaſſion. Ferhaps 
[the infolenee-of ſervarits ſpurned him ſtom the 
gute; or at moſt, left him amidſt theforrawnf 
his ſobl, to pour forth torrents of unavailing 
tears. Graeious Heaven f amid the effuſions | 
of thy bounty, hen the whole earchcisrftared 
wich the riches of thy power ; are the rffacts 
2 thy eenderneſs fo confined, that great num- 
ders of thitie vMpring are no otherwife fed 


B 2 "IE than 


I . 
_ 1 N W 8 94 
I S RK RM ON 
. = * 


chan with the bread of ſorrow; graſped at by 


thoſe who have hardened- their hearts againſt 
the cries of their brethren? Lazarus, though 
entitled to ſhare of the bounties of the Al- 
mighty, had, however, no other expedient 
t ſupport life,” than an appeal to the charity 

of mankind; but even here he was diſap- 

pointed; the rich man, ſurrounded by gaity 
and pomp, deafened to every call on his feel- 
-ings,” by the noiſe of luxury and riot, could 
not attend to his plea; he was leſt the victim 
of poverty and diſeaſe ; to the dogs who licked 


| $ kr What a field is here to expatiate on 


* the ingratitude, the pride, the cruelty of man- 
"> kind? but we muſt proceed with the parable. 
6. And it came to pals, that the beggar died, and 


een carried by the angels into Abraham's bo- 


ſom; the rich man alſo died, and was buried. 
The poor man quitted life, and no notice was 


taken of the event; but the rich man was 


buried with funeral pomp and ſolemnity. 


Vein pageantry.! The poor man found relief 


in death; it was to him a welcome meſſenger, 


* 
4 2 
25 . | = 1c 
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s E R M ON XVI {7 
it waſted him · to happineſs, and lodged him 
in Abraham's boſom. But the rich man lifted 
up his eyes in hell, being in torment: How 
altered their conditions] He, who on earth de- 
nied miſery the erumbs of his table, now ſo- 
licits mercy to be adminiſtered by the hands 
of him, to whom he ſhewed no mercy. In 
this life, ſuch, reverſes have been oſten known: 
and-it. is, perhaps, the greateſt puniſhment a 
mind of any ſenſibility can feel. And he 
cried, and ſaid, father Abraham, have mercy 
on me, and ſend Lazarus, that he may dip 
the tip of his finger in water, and cool my 
tongue, for I am tormented in this flame. 
This favour, however, was not granted 3 firſt, 
becauſe in life he enjoyed every temporal 
bleſſing which he abuſed, &c. And, ſecondly, 
becauſe, to make uſe of the figurative language 
of the parable, there was a great impaſſable 
gulf, fixed between the regions of miſery and 
deſpair, and the ſeats of happineſs and peace; 
that is, there is no poſſibility of a change after 
8 2 the work is finiſhed, and the degree of 

; B 3 . | 


4 . 


13 ** BO ® N AR | 
| happibeſs.niuſe be. in. peppertion do tho diſpos 
ſition ae lte has fand for, the en 
_ zoudienr:obin;. + Th v9 2:07 QU 

4 LR belle; 16 founded! the des 
ekration conmuncd iv the tent. hen he 
fad, I pray ther therefore, father, that chou 
vouldeſt ſend him to my farker's houſe, fbr L 
haver five”: brethren, thut he may teſtify; unto 
chem leſt chey elfe come into this plate of 
eornlent. Abraſtasr faith unto hint. they have 
| Moſes and the prbphets, let them hear them 
and he ſaid nay: father Abraham, hut if one 
went i unto them from the dead; they will re- 
ent and he fad ono him if een 
berlusded, thewgh-oner old fand the dead 
One would be. apt to conclude, from this 
Petition thut had learned: humanity in hell; 
but. this; prayer isa by. no- means t be: laid to 
ce ſcore of his benevolonce, ſor though part- 
nete in happineſs; tend to enlarge the bliſs 
ein liberal good mind, yet it will hy no 
means hold, that companions in miſery allevi- 


, 
an * * 
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———— 100 eridsde, ther cis has 

quite a cuntrary affect; but g ¹h%⁵ qat 
us examine: into the reaſonableneſs of the re- 


Jueſt; ant firſt, herber 2 moſſenger Hm 


iche dead. would: be: the proper inſtructorʒ that 
25; whether it is conſiſtent h the fule tf 
.arder, the cæconomy of Providence, or the cir- 
-cumftances of ja- free/ agent? and, , ſecondly, 
admitting that the Almighty:might, according 
to the laws of order, ſend ſüch .a miniſter 
among us to preach the dactrine of repent - 
ance and good works; whether he could än- 
force a general conviction? and; laſtly, whe- 
-ther the preſent motives to religion are not, in 
2 * —_ ye, an- 
vation. 4 | 
firſt, midaber a meſſenger: fes mY Gd 
l be che proper inſtructor, or be con- 
-ſiſtenr-with che rule of order," —__ the gro- 
nomy of Providence, | * N f 
In order to illuſtrate this, it is —— ito 
obſerve, that a wiſe governor muſt always 
CS according to ſome general an ed rule, 


we and 


mnegular and confuſed, and no rational effect 


n ; 
4 \ — 


"on I 0 * ul. 
„ 
"ſes: the circumſtances and connections of 
thoſe to be governed; otherwiſe, all would-be 


:c6uld+ be produced.” From an obſervation of 
che ſyſtem of nature, we find this to be the 
-caſe with inanimate. matter, and the brute 
creation; the moon and ſtars perform their re- 
winter and ſummer, night and day follow 
each other in a regular ſucceſſion, according 
-£0 à fixed and determined neceſſity. By the 
dame lam, but varied, as circumſtances re- 
quire, are brutes led to perform all the func- 
tions of life, by what is denominated inſtinct. 
By the ſame law, at leaft by an equal neceſ- 
- ity, is man, by the influence of à reaſoning 
power, forced to act conſiſtent with the inten- 
tions of Heaven, ſo far as the concerns of the 

preſent exiſtence require. We ſee, therefore, 
in the works of God, a regular plan, or law, 


purſued through the immenſe ſcale of creation 


and Providence, but er varied, as the 


nature 


1 


* 4&6. * as ** „ * | # ox. * 9 Men. * Ko 
*. : * 9 * * 4 * 2 * 5 1 * ” w + * 0 2 2 
4 1 * — ö / 2 ; 
prog ” * = - i - : 8 


Nt £00 er 43 
rates and duese eng” ny". | 
nn lehnt Eee Net 92 
Thi leads a OI to deere n * 
res reaſonable creature, that is, as he can 
think, reflect, reaſon, and deliberate, and by 
the uſe of theſe faculties can determine what is 
hurtful, what advantageous, and what beneficial 
to him. Reaſon was, therefore, appointed by his 
- Maker, as his fixed, invariable law ; by it he was 
to regulate and influence his conduct, and to 
purſue his happineſs under its direction. This, 
therefore, is order; and à wiſe and natural 
diſpoſition of things: and it would” conſe- 
quently be contrary to this order, to per- 
mit any event to come to paſs, that, in 
the end would ſupercede the neceſſity, either 
of the improvement, or exerciſe of this prin- 
eiple. 
The meſſenger Ben the dead, eſpecially if 
he came with that apparatus of terror which 
fancy naturally inveſts him with, would in- 
fallibly have this effect; for, inſtead of reaſon+ 
3 | ing, 
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take hold of the ſoul, and ſuſpend all its qther 
operations.. But farther, Gnge nature is to 


whence he is. to glean the ſeod of inſtryctign aa 


dias mould render all reſearches and obſerva- 
ions uſcleſe. But. it may perhaps be objected, 


Sat the extraordinary revelations - and mi- 
aces, under the ancient and chriſtian diſ- 


i\daemed: contrary to regularity and order. 1 
da nſuer inthe negative ;; theſe, though wonder - 

5 ſul aperations, were performed by ordinary 
mens, and in a familiar manner; and the 


hole ſcheme, was an evident appeal to the 


-hearts and underſtandings of mankind. 80 
that if one were to riſe from the dead, attended 
28 L have already ſuppoſed wich all the terrors 
f immortality; every generous exertion of 
Hul, every ifiger ſentiment of duty, the love 
God, the beauty and reaſonableneſs ef vir- 


4 | be 


e 


man dhe ſchool of knowledge ; the field from 
viſdam; ſuch an intertuption of che order off 


5 tue, would be extinguiſhed, and man's liberty - 
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de · deſtroyer 3 which, at gee i 
„ha defiroying the man, as a moral being, and 
wadering him incapable of either reward oe 
puniſhment. As ſuch conſequences flow from 
ther admiſſtiom of à meſſenger from the dead, 
ci it cannot be permitted by a wiſe, a-juſt; 
aud good God. But, which was the ſecond 
chat the Almighty might, agreeable to the 
laws of order, fend ſuch a miniſter among 
mankind to preach the doctrine of falvas - 
tion and good works, would this enforee"s 
general oonViction ? at firſt, the novelty of the 
thing would extite great attention, it would 
aſtoniſſi for a day; but as' ſoon as the hearers 
betatne acquainted and familiar with the 
preacher he might then fairly give over every 
hope of reformation ; and like the preſent ſet 
migkt be followed for cuftom-fake, but very 
Hetle attended to; the people might long 
for novelty, or perhaps, tell him to the 
face, he was an impoſtor. Beſides, what could 
* 8 dut what we are able to ſay; for every 
thing 


8 E AR M ON XVI. | 
that is proper for man to know, and 
perhaps indeed, all that he is capable of know: # 
ing in this ſtate of imperſection, with regard 
to che unſeen world, is revealed in the goſpel. 
And there is another extremely important ob- 
jection to this extraordinary preacher. He 
could poſſibly be uſeſul, only in the ſmall 
circle of friends and old acquaintance: to others 
be would -be-unknown,” and conſequently: be 
immediately ſuſpected of carrying on a fraud. 
ut ſuppoſe the truth of his pretenſions were 
confirmed by a multitude of credible wit - 
be deceived themſelves; or, that however fair 
and haneſt they might appear, be carrying on 
ſome grand ſcheme of impoſture? Or what 
would. the ſucceeding. age think of ſuch a 
matter? They would, at leaſt the greateſt num- 
ber would, deem it a wild piece of fanaticiſm. 
Our Saviour and his apoſtles gave, by their 
miracles, . the moſt aſtoniſhing proof of the 
truth of their pretenſions; yet for years made 
but few een, And in every age there 
nfs | have 
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51 E R M 0 8 2 XVI. "Th 
have been cavillers, who have diſputed the 
truth of the Chriſtian facts; ſo that to render 
the method of preaching repentance of any 
tolerable benefit; every town and village upon 
the face of the whole earth, muſt have one or 
more of theſe ſpiritual beings; and, to be uſe 
ful to poſterity, they muſt be changed with 
every new] generation of men. The abſurdity 
of the ſcheme is ſo; apparent, that I ſhall in- 
ſiſt no more upon it, but proceed to conſider 
in the third place, whether the preſent motives 
to religion are not, in every reſpect, ſufficienc 
to engage us in its duties, and for the pur- 
poſes. of ſalvation. Man, as I have already 
obſerved, is a reaſunable creature, and his 
conſtant purſuit is happineſs; he muſt, there- 
fore, or all his aim for happineſs will be of 
no. effect, be capable of hope and fear, love 
and hatred, and all thoſe, paſſions that are the 

ſpurs.of action. He muſt be capable of being 
moved by promiſes and threatenings; by the 
hope of reward and the dread, of puniſhment. 
The Chriſtian religion us ſufficient for all theſe 
| emotions 
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emotions ia the ſoul. On CIT I 

_ - recommended: « -giviag life, joy, and. 
mortality t0 all its ſincere votaries. On — 
bother, to the vicious and untegenerate, it in 
arted wich the terrors of the Almighty. On 
_ the one band it marks with the greateſt pro- 

_ Eifi6n, the path that leads to miſery and pain 
on the other, it explains, ſo as not to be miſ- 
underſtood, theſe actions and duties, that are 
neceſſary to de performed, ſo as to ſecure the 

Avout of the Althighty, and eſtabliſh our hap- 
pitiefs A" cn gen and in nee 3 
dome. 
e e a teaſonable W 
every neceffary inſtruction, and every neceſſary 
motive to that which is right und fit to be 
Gone. Trs de crines are plain, rational, and 
Nimple; irs precepts ate ſuch, that reaſon muſt 
Approve, and that conſcience muſt obey to be 
Happy : the yoke of Chriſt is eaſy, and his 
 Hiirchien' is light,” Nc. We ennnot but con- 


dude, chat the goſpel contains every a 
| weteſfey to che purpoſes ef ſalvation; und 


that 
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* he I cave all diligence to; write un- 

, you of the common falvation ; it was needful 
n for me to write unto you, and exhort you, that ye 
bond earneſtly contend for the faith, once de- 


livered to the ſaints. 
A 


N indifference to religion, or a cool, un- 
concerned and diſpaſſionate regard to the 


Intereſts of virtue, and the advancement of 


truth and knowledge, is inconſiſtent. with the 


character of a man of ſenſe and honeſty; for 
- man of integrity will embrace the truth, ſo 


far as he can perceive it, in every-Qreſs and 


* 
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appearance, however ſew its admirers; however 
Yen fe e, 2 


preſſed by the adults of bigotry and = 


| ments pf poyetiy and wanth be feels and owns 


its charms a powerfully @ when it is; fur- 


in the palaces of kings: this is the character 


of the upright man, he who deſpiſes equaliy 


multitude ; fares think for himſelf, chooſe for 


himſelf, and -exhibit-his real, ſentiments to the 


world. Such may each of us prove, the pg 
trons of truth; the warm, but rational and 


_ candid defenders of the real religion of Jeſus 
Chriſt.) The world may frown upon us the 
unchinking may condemn us; but ou con- 
ſcience will diſcharge. us, and the God of 


2 to theſe, wines are the n e 
triumphs of popular applauſe? what the glitter 
.of pride, the ſmiles of power, or the fleeting, 
.uncertaih, gleams of fortune? But bow few of 


Vor. U. C : this 


\ 
2 b 


3 


s 


5 ments Gf company, 'br che 10e er gain, ſecure 
IG the intereſt 


* k 
_— 


this umlable character are to be found in the 
world! The rich, the great, and the honourable 
of the earth, àre ever the patrons 'of the cur. 
rent and ſaſnionable religion. The multitude 


cel dae makles of ie docatich too foreibly to 
cxert their Faſün or the fcedom of ving 


it they are bounS co the religion of their fa- 


we dure to ftrike out a path ef their own, 
U6uph it mould be in their power, while the 
Fön ns of friendſhip or family, the induce- 


intereſts of the popular creed, the un- 
Winking and [rhe fordid. Raigioh wherever 
t is eftablimed is Thre to be cloathed With 
de trüppipgs bf grandeur: and Parade and 
Wrekrdhy is Called in to Heightth its ſoleinnty, 
to hide its Amiable aplicley, 1 to Rrrengrheb 
he Bands of ſuptritition. | 

*  Ethfafti gathers — ; the giddy and 


dine welk are lulled tb prate; che majority 


ate on its fide, and its very fopperits Are ne- 
Uſed with the al "of aftigulty: this is the 
Lake lo mot edorirles; ; were we to travel to 


* * +70 he 
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the kalt, and over thoſe vaſt regions, once 
iltumined by the goſpel, we ſhould find. the 
impoſtures of Mahommed darkening the un- 
derſtanding. Are there any who Went from n 
the eſtäblimed error, and bow not the knee t to 
Baal, Are there any who ſeparlte themſelyes to 
God, and "obey the voice of truth? no, "what 
with the ſword of perſecution « on "the © one hand, 
and the grandeur and emoluments of ſtate 
on the other; 3 the increaſe of knowledge, or 
any proper exertion of the rational powers i is 
| prevented ; both temporal and ſpiritual, deſ- 
potiſm reigns over them with an iron Tod, 
and general morals are left undefended, but 
by the laws to puniſh what may be called a 
violation of them. Were we to come nearer 
home; and ſearch for the friends of truth, in 
the lands of popiſn ſuperſtition; how few 
ſhould we find diſintereſted enough, or en- 
dued with ſufficient fortitude of mind, to con- 
tend for the purity of the faith, once delivered 


to the nts), And eve in our own "_— 


great Gun of ighteooſaels; Pow 8 as we 
C'3 behold 


14 
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behold that are anxious for the faith, once de- 
livered to the ſaints! how few follow after 


truth ſrom ſentiment; how very few are even 
religious from principle! as in all other places, fo 
in Britain; the voice, of the people i is deemed 

the voice of God; ; the majority determine 
the diſpute, and truth muſt lie at the mercy, 
or caprice of the multitude. Circumſtanced 
then as we are, nothing can at preſent be 
more needful, than to contend ſor the purity 


of religion, and the chaſte _— of the 


| Goſpel. | 


But how is this to be dne? are men to be 


Wade on the ſide of religion, from views of 
Intereſt, or the dread of poverty? or is the 


infidel to be reclaimed by the proſſ pect of a 
dungeon, by fines, impriſonments, racks, and 
torcures ? it muſt be confeſſed, that theſe are 
arguments which very few care to reſiſt; but 
with whatever outward ſucceſs theſe means 


have been attended, truth has been a con- 
fiderable loſer. Churches may be filled by 


ſuch means, theſe carnal weapons may drive 
them to the ___ dot they will alſo. con- 


vert 
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vert that temple, the houſe. of prayer, to a 
den of thieves ;.. to become the ſeat of the 


ſearpful, and the dwelling for imapiety, profane- 
maſh 9 2 e et. us (therefore hen 


wy warm in the cauſe of truth, but mingled 
and tempered with evangelical meekneſs and 
charity. IE > 
With the amiable 8 and render- 
neſs of 2 Chriſtian the apoſtle addreſſes the 
whole church of Chriſt, with the humane 
| prayer: - Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, 
be multiplied. FO Where religion prevails, the 
ravine religion of the heart; the upright in- 
tention, and a conſcientious regard to duty; 
there the generous deſign « and the holy affec- 
tions break forth into correſponding acts of 
_ piety, and reſignation to Heaven, into a warmth 
of humanity, and a general good will to man- 
kind. It was from this ſentiment ſprung. the. 
concern of the apoſtle, for the religious well- 
fare of all Chriſtians ; ; leſt ſuperſtition ſhould 
once more darken . their underſtandings, and 
| bring them back to the corrupt luſts of the 
C 3 fleſh; 
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fleſh; his whole: ſoul is manifeſtly engaged, 
as became the dignity and importance of his 
character. The fubje&t of the epiſtle is of uni 
verlal concern; it is the purity of Chriſti 
any; andthe" religion, once dalivered to the 
Mints by the mouth of inspiration: that reli- | 

gion which dignifies, petfects, homanizes, and 
| renders us happy; or, as the apoſtle ſeüles it, 
 the' common” ſabvation ; that falvation which was 
propoſed to every individual ; and which all 
way attain to, by an "honeſt, vpright, 1 — 
duſtrious life, and an an unprejudiced en- 
quiry. A Wm 
But before we proceed, it is worth while to 
attend to the apoſtle's manner of expreſſing 
himſelf. « Beloved, when I gave all dili gence 
to write unto you of the common ſalvation,” '&c. 
we may perceive hence, that the Chriſtian re- 
ligion wich its happy effects was not deſigned 
to be conſined to à few favoured mortals, but 
to extend its bleſſings to every one that would 
accept of them: the old diſtinctions of Jew 
and Gentile vaniſhed with the commencement 
* the Chriſtian diſpenſation: in the great 
houſchold 
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kouſchold of God, there is no partiality in the 


diſtribution of favours ; as every reaſonable creas 
ture is che offspring of the Divinity, ſu each ſhares 
of his affe gion and bounty; not as in human 
ſpoleties, here the guilty art frequently ſcreened 
fſtom the hand of juſtice, and:raiſed-to: wealth; 

diſtiaction, and magniſicence, cs! the order of 
the divise kingdom carried on the great inſal · 
bis God, unertiog in the diſtribution of big 
favours, puniſſies and rewards. without reſpe& 
of perſons; but, n to their real W 
or demerits, * : 

Such are the cindy which the ene 
of Jeſus advances, with reſpect to the governs 
ment of the great God: principles that tend 
immediately to relieve the hearts of men, from 
the anxiety and dread, which wrong the ap- 

prehenſions of his nature, and implant in the 

mind ſentiments that cheriſh and refreſh every 
ſeed of virtue, and ripen them to the good 
fruit of benevolence, piety, and juſtice. Prin- 
eiples that infinitely. deſerve to be a ſtanding 

model for the regulation of ſocieties in general 
| Ci and 
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aud the e conduct of / Oe” we 
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ſons. Rib 

3 to be ſupporced 
againſt the - invaſion! of impoſture; the cavils 
of -infidelicy 3 the lights of the unprincipled, 
or the innovations of evil-minded or ſuperſti- 
tiou men. How reaſonable then, the injunc- 
tion, that we ſhould carnefily:connnd for the 
purity and divine nature of the faith, once 
delivered to the faints. But let it never be 
forgot, that while we do contend, we do it 
without the warmth of ill guided paſſion ; with 
the-benevolent and candid _— of men of 
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And whatoper ye do, do it han 39 the Lord 
and not unto men. 


\HIS * e a * of the 
1 pureſt and moſt exalted religion, de- 
livered in the moſt familiar terms, the plaineſt 
and moſt conciſe method; and enforced by 


the moſt engaging motives; every precept de- 
ſerves to be tranſcribed : but read them; view 
there the ſpirit of the. goſpel, and be thank- 
ful and obedient ; and may the word of Chriſt 
dwell 
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duell in you richly, in all wiſdom and ſpirĩ · 
tual underſtanding. 
us mind may. 1 
picture of the moſt exalted moral excellence: 
and be excited to admire, with reverence and 
gratitude, the divinity of that religion, which 
is ſoadmirably calculated to advance the virtue 
and welfare of mankind, _. | 
The great apoſtle of the Gentiles, after ha- 
ving exhibited in the ſtrongeſt light, the di- 
vine nature of the goſpel rule of faith, of 


which he himſelf was ſo bright, an ornament ; 
ſhews us amazing advantages derived from it 
te mankind; and, indeed, if the whole world 
lived according to its principles; if the love 
of God and Chriſt inſpired their boſoms; if they 
put on (as the elect of God) bowels of mergy, 
kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meek neſs, and 
long ſuffering, forbearing one another, and for- 
giving one another, even as Chriſt forgives 
us: I, above all, they put on charity, which 
i the bond of per fecneſs; if the peace of God 
ruled in their hearts, to which they are called 
in one * how glorious, how happy would 
1A the 
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the ſocieties of mankind prove? no ill-natured 
ſuſpicions would then blaſt the young buds 
of virtue: no groundleſs jealouly deſtroy the 
fair fruits of friendſbip: no inſtances of black 
ingratitude top the generous current of hoſ- 
Pitanty and melting pity: all open and ſin- 
cere; all kind and benevolent: the hand of 
x- and Are inftead of "neg the 


be a ſhield to innocefice, to the Veal ant to 


him that had no helper. 

Ambition, inſtead of running ilthed to the 
fields of blood, and deſolatlon, would then be 
directed to objects more worthy and exalted; 
and employed in ſuch purſuits only, which can 
deliver our names down to poſterity, loaded 
with the incenſe of gratitude and rational ap- 
Plauſe; embalmed with the tears of the helpleſs 
orphan, and the deſolate widow ! When ſhall this 
happy, this delightful period commence? When, 
who ſhall be the wiſeſt, who ſhall be the beſt, 
will be the ardent ambition of mankind It will 
arrive: when the ſpirit of the goſpel inſpires 


the human heart : when mankind, whatever 
they 


8 
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they do, do it besrtily as to the Lord: eſpe- 
. ' cially ben they conſider, that from the Lord 
they. ſhall receive the reward of happineſs, if 
they/obey. his commandments: and that he 
who doeth wrong, ſhall receive for the wrong 
— hath done; r with mow there is 
vo reſpect of perſons [ix 
In. diſcourſing farther upon this bell, 
ſhall examine what is to be underſtood by the 
preſſion, . whatſoever ye do, do it beartily. 
Secondly, the object of our actions, &c. , The 
word heartily. muſt Th underſtood . here as 
baving two ſenſes ; both which are abſolutely 
neceſſary to ſtamp the character of worth and 
excellence upon any intention z and, without 
| theſe ingredients, all our parade of virtue will 
be of no avail, and our brighteſt actions no 
other than ſplendid ſins, The two I mean, 
are zeal and ſincerity; principles, how. ami- 
able! | how excellent !—unleſs theſe lay the foun- 
dation of our characters, we have, i in fact, 
gothing, « to render, them praiſe-worthy ; and 
our virtue will be only the ſhadow of religious 
exiſtence, producing no genuine efforts for the 
| | attain= 
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attainment of holineſs, in heart or life. 'Deſti- 
tute of ſincerity, our external actions; what- 
ever appearance. of truth, and goodneſs they 
may have, muſt be only calculated as the cloak 
of unrighteouſneſs: our humility, the trick of 
| hypocrites, to cover ſome black deſign of am- 
birion or covetouſneſs : our juſtice, the effect 
of ſervility, or the dread of puniſhment: and 
our friendſhip, the inſtrument of treachery and 
"deceit. Without zeal, our virtues would lan- 
guiſh and die away; the dictates of reaſon 
alone are too ſlow, too deliberate, either to 
tender us uſeful to one another, or to excite 
us to the attainment of any great religious or 
moral excellence. Zeal, which is the off- 
ſpring of well- directed and well. managed paſ- 
ſion, is abſolutely neceſſary to form a good 
character, either in the paths of religion or - 
I knowledge. 

Unanimated by this as how could 
ve ever climb the tedious and difficult aſcents 


of knowledge; how advance on the great ſcale 
of Chriſtian perfection, amidſt the anxieties of 
lie, the rumults of paſſion, and the allure- 
ments 


90 


neſs of their teil, at length obtained futh 
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ments of ni! but inſpired with 4 genuitte veal 


fbr &nowtedge,” and virtue; What amazing 


Ukttänments have been made in both, by 
beings eircumſtanced as we are; fubject' to 
the "fathe*troables, and perhaps of no greater 
Extent bf underſtanding, or ſtronger abilities 
than outſelves ; how have ſome, by the great- 


treaſures of khbwIttie as ſetthed to raife them 


 thove kufnamty? While others, who purſued 


with indkefatigable ardour, the paths of ſcience, 
# contained in the goſpel of Chriſt, have at 
Tenth arrived at fuch a knowledge, and ſuch 
A purity 4s fetmed almoſt equal to che in- 
Habirants of itmitnortality. And, while the 
philoſopticr with” all his wiſdom, could on) 
. Unite the Wötſteps of the great Creator in tit 
viſidle Bniverſe, and that through a glaſs darkly; 
theſe were enabled to explore the myſteries 
of wat henvenfy ſtate; whete dwell the ſpirits 
of Joſt men made perfect. But muck ſtudy Is 
a Weatinels to che fleſh, and upon this acebunt, 


mankind are too apt to entettam a falſe kind 


to their abilitles; 
pretending, 


nn with" reſpect to 


rA 


pretending, that with all cheir induſtry, it will 


pitch of excellence. The conſequence is, floth 
and indifference, etie-tries alike to knowledge 
and Vittde, darken their underſtanding, and 
enervate their powers; how much feaſon 
then, have we to urge the ns ok in the 


_ 


I form a gennine reliſh chivates, ſin- 
cerity and zeal are indiſpenſable principles: 
thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
Heaft,” As our prayers and praiſes, unleſs we 
are hearty; ſincere, and fervent, cannot be ac- 
*ceptable at the tribunal of the great God, fo 


neither our acts of juſtice, merey, and other 


ſocial virtues, unleſs animated by a ſincere 
principle, can be pleaſing in his ſight. For 
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— 


de TmpoMfible for them to strive at ue a2 


he is' ſpirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt 


worſhip him in ſpirit and in truth. And again, 


he ſrarcheth the hearts and loveth truth in the 


_ \'mward- parts. But were we to analize our 
actions we mould ſoon ſind, that every act, 


however plauſible in appearance, if deſtitutre 
of ſincerity, is alſg deſtitute of virtue, and; is no 


other 
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other than a ſplendid fin : ig was intended as the 
. inftrument of ambition, covetouſaeſs, or pride, 
and its conſequence. is ever detrimental to public 
welfare or the happineſs of individuals. And 
as. fincerity is neceſſary to conſtitute the vir- 
we of an ee — 
2 vigorous execution. 
SBincerity and zeal give a vigour and a hearti- 
neſs to our conduct, which otherwiſe would | 
Jangoiſh into dull formality, and lifeleſs in- 
difference. Mere reaſon, guided by the light 
of the goſpel, is ſufficient to point out the 
path of duty ; but, 81 have already obſerved, 
there is another principle, neceſſary to urge 
us on, we have many diffieulties to overcome; 
mang trials; to withſtand; and without this 
Hacken in our purſuit, or be tempted to turn 
ion, and ſin. The cool and minute philoſo- 
pher is for ever loſing the opportunity of 
doing good, and conſequently of mending his 
—_ and I his en. by ſo-. 
— 25234. 55 5:45; <5 6453p 27260. 
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that Gil friendly offites, he is perhaps examin- 
ing the propriety of the action, and in the 
Teales of worldly wiſdom, derermining the real 
quantity of good it will produce, or from tlie 
tables of ſuſpicious prudence, be calculating 
the | expence or inconvence it may involve him 
in; till the” oppottunity is gone by, and the 
deed of benevolence is Toft to himſelf, and to 
the commun ity.” No bbuger calculate about 
the matter, you may depend upon it, the re- 
fole will always be greatly in Favour of every 
real act of religion and virtue: : there we tan 
incur no penalty here we run no hazard, \every 
chande is for us, and the prize of immortality 
will be outs. But perhaps it will be objected, | 
this vigodt'sf mind, this zeal and warmth are 
often attended with bad donſequences; in re- 
ligion they often degenerate into enthuſiaſhn: 
in action to precipirancy,: and indifctetioty; 
and ſometimes to folly and ſin. Admitted, that 
through the imperfection of our nature, mamy 
inſtances may be produced in proof of this: 
my anſwer is an appeal to every good heürt, 
to every tender ſpirit, to every one warm with 
Vor. II. D „ 


rr 3 


34 ER N O N XVI. 


the ſenſibilities of a man; whoſe. mind is 
formed on juſt and rational principles : would 
ve, in the moment of danger, when ye be- 
held the raging flames conſume the habita- 
tion of your enemy, would ye indulge one re- 
collection of his paſt unworthineſs ? would a. 
principle of retaliation cool the ardour of your 
| humanity ? would revenge teach Jou to exult 
over the ruins of a man, who. once injured 
you? noi; urged on by benevolence, as it were 
an inſpiration of Heaven, you would, fly to 
his affiſtance, and relieve him from his terror, 
and ſurrounding, diftreſs. But to. bring my 
obſervation yet cloſer to our religious conduct, 
we ſhall obſerve the reaſonableneſs of the ſcn- 
timent in the text: Whatſoever you do, do it 
heartily,” &c. if we only take d view of the 
religion of mankind in general; look into our 
churches, how careleſs ! how indifferent ! how 
Formal are the public offices of devotion per- 
formed! while the heart ought to be engaged, 
while the ſoul ſhould feel a pious ardour; 
when the affections ought, to be on fire, 
touched as it were with a coal, from the ſanctu- 
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ary. of God,; obſerve how lifeleſs, how in- F 
ſipid their adoration, how careleſs to the words 
of the preacher ; and like the adder, deaf to 
the voice of the charmer, let him charm never 
ſo ſweetly. Their fathers went before them to 
the houſe of prayer; they have been taught it 
was their duty to attend the public offices of 
religion: and perhaps they look upon it as 
neceſſary, to preſerve ſome reputation in the 
world | for, however ſtrange it may ſound, yet 
it is a lamentable truth, that the temple of 
God i is become a ſanfuary to the moſt aban- 
doned characters; it is enough if they lay hold 
of the horng of the altar; the avenger muſt 
give up the purſuit. If they are-zealous for 
externals, or violent for ſome popular doc- 
trines, the world will hail them the ſons and 
daughters of the Moſt High: it is in vain to 
aſſure mankind, that theſe devotees have really 
no religion at all ; that they have ſcarcely one 
ſocial or private virtue to render them uſeful 
in their days, or endear them to their God. 
Behold he prayeth ; yes, but it is in the corner 
of the ſtreet, and in the chief places of con- 

D 2 courſe: 
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courſe: obſerve that good man with the face 
of penanee, and mortiftration, eſtranged to the 
world and every voluptuous ſentiment: ſee 
how he goes forrowing along, behold he enters 
che houſe of mourning ; would to Heaven he 
went there upon a ſcheme of bene volence, and 
chat charity had been his guide! was it not 
enough that the hard hand of poverty was 
already heavy upon the widow and the orphan, 
but he muſt, under pretence of religion, take 
tom her the little that ſhe had left! Well, 
mee the widow in the goſpel, thou haſt thrown 
keine all to the treaſury of divitte grace; thine 
intention was good, though thov gaveſt but 
little, i it came from the heart; it was the free 
wit offering of ſincerity and zeal, and will 
find irs reward, however it may be applied. 
By doing it heartily, as to the Lord, we are 
to underſtand, thar che great and ultimate end 
of all our actions, is to promote the general 
happineſs, by "founding them upon thoſe erer- 


nal and invariable Principles | of virtue, which, 


agreeable to the wil of our Maker, are 1 


clearly demonſtrated. to us in the goſpel. We 
S 4 ate 
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are then doing them to his glory; we are then 
regarding him under the joint. characters of 
gur father, our preſerver, our friend, our law- 
giver, and governor now, and our judge bere- 
after: AM in conſequence of - theſe united 
—— entitled to our gratitude, reverence 
and love; not merely to the external expreſ- 
ſion, but to that vital, animating principle; 
to that heartineſs and ſincerity, without which, 
our religion is no other than the mere crea- 
ture of pride, cuſtom, or convenience. But 


this will profit us nothing, for God js ſatis- 


fied only with the hearts of men: if, while 
we ſacrifice upon his altar, we offer at the 
ſame time at the ſhrines of ſenſuality, am- 
bition, malice, covetouſneſs, or revenge; our 
worſhip will be fooliſh, and of no effect: this 
might eaſily be made appear from the firſt 
principles of morality and reaſon; but it is 
enough to Chriſtians, to know that God is a 


ſpirit, and thoſe who worſhip him, muſt do ſo 


in ſpirit and in truth. 
We learn, therefore, that if fulfilling. the 


laws of God, is the great principle of action, 
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and foundation of all religion; it ſollows, that 
we are not to be of this, or that perſuaſion, 
becauſe it is the religion of the ſtate; the po- 
pular, or ' faſhionable religion; the religion 
Wich which places, penſions, and the other 
emoluments of life are connected; nor ought 
we to be aſhamed of owning the 'truth, even 
in the moſt humble circumſtances. Pride 
may deſpiſe us, or the ſordid ſpirit may pity 
us; but we ſhall obtain the approbation of 
Heaven, and truth and virtue will give us a 
dignity, and happineſs, which the woe ein 
| woke give, nor take away. * 
But we ſhould alſo guard ne . 
: every unreaſonable ſeverity or affectation in 
religion: carefully avoid the gloom of ſuper- 
ſtition, and the madneſs of enthuſiaſm, on: the 
one hand, which give religion an unkind: un- 
ſocial aſpect; and on the other, that gaity, 
indifference, and formality, which diſſipate all 
_ ſerious refleRion, and enervate i _ * 
poſition. 


But while every act of Lt Hine, | 
.as to the Lord, it is no crime in the concerns 
Das of 
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of life, to have a due reſpect to the applauſe 
and friendſhip of mankind : the motives of our 


action are ſuperior, infinitely, to a partial or 


ill-judged applauſe; yet we are by no means, 
to be careleſs about what opinion the world 
may form of us; for it is at beſt, but enter- 
taining an uncourteous, if not an inſolent kind 
of indifference, which our own feelings con- 
tradict, and for which no one will give us 
credit. There is a vaſt difference between en- 
deavouring by fair, honeſt, and generous me- 
thods to inſpire our friends and neighbours 
with favourable ſentiments of vs, and acting 


with no other view thas to be ſeen of men. 


The Scribes and Phariſees of old did thus, 
and 'they had their reward. But the deſire of 


the good opinion of the world ſeems an origi- 
nal diſpoſition implanted in us, as a ſpur to 
virtue: however it is, and may have been per- 
verted. What, for inſtance, is that ſpirit of 


ambition, which drives the hero to fields of 
death, but an original principle of nature run 
riot and aſtray? feels not every ingenuous 


mind, that its happineſs is leſſened by the 
voice 
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voice of ſcandal, however il deſerved : feels 
it not an unſtudied propenſity, to. vindicate 
itſelf againſt the aſperſions of wicked men? 
On the contrary, when the voice of the pub- 
| lic, determines in its favour ; enjoys he not a 
ſelf complacency, which nothing but a conſenting 
conſcience, and. a heart in union with public 
fame, can poſſibly produce? What cag we con- 
clude from hence, but that the Almighey has 
implanted in our boſoms, a deſire of ſtanding, 
fair in the opinion of the world, as an addi- 
tional inducement. to. the practice of every 
good and laudable action ? And, indeed, great 
and good characters, are not only an orna- 
ment, but of the moſt eminent ſervice to man- 


kind; they ſpur on the active and virtuous to 
2 glorious emulation of their ſhining qualifi- 
cations; and may we never want ſuch to re- 
proach the indolence, and curg the floth of 
thoſe, who are at eaſe in .our Zion ! We 
muſt conclude, that while we are purſuing 


fame i in apy, walk. in life, we muſt not con- 
fine our views to this uncertain object, but to 


0 conlider that there | is a Being; Who, though 
inviſible, 


1 
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invilidle, obſerves our conduct, and, who, will 
give the impreſſion of worth to no character. 
but that, of truth. and ſincerity. But it is im- 

proper to carry our love of public eſteem 
too far, as the beſt principles may degenerate, 
or receive a different tindture from mixing 
with others: the ancient Phariſces, among 
whom that ſpirit, which thinketh no evil, 
hopeth all things, and believeth all things, 
was not known, carried their regard for men 
to a very ridiculous height; to gain their 
favourite point, they extended the bound of 
their philacteries, they prayed at the corners 
of the ſtreets, and took care to give the world 
very indecent proofs of their faſtings, and 
- mortifications. Various were the miſchiefs 
they did to religion by ſuch a conduct; chey 
weaned the minds of the vulgar from an at- | 
- tention to its realities, while they fixed them. ; 
upon mere external ſhews; and indeed thoſe 
who have endeavoured to make religion, a 
ſtepping ſtone to fame, ſeldom fail to ex- 
tend the“ bounds, of it or to light the torch 


of NIE and lo riſe to power, by the 


means 
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means of a deluded and fanatic people: while 
they confine the bounds of real virtue, and 
+ the genvine religion of the heart. For it is 
| fldom the caſe, that any perſon eſtabliſhes 
4 great name in the world, who has nothing 
to ſupport it, but the ſimplicity of his man- 
ners, the vprightneſs of his dealings, the - 
purity. and ardour. of his devotion, and the 
open integrity of his heart; ſuch a one gene- 
rally moves far from the noiſe, and buſtle of 
Ife, in ſuch ſcenes, where the trump of fame 
was never heard to blow, But after all, public 
eſteem and praiſe, are both precarious and 
uncertain bleſſings. The beſt and wiſeſt have 
often found them an impoſlible acquiſition, 
and have had no other reſource than an appeal 
to Heaven, who is the only judge of the 
character; and in ſilence, while their hearts 
* confirmed their title to public eſteem, to 
mourn the malice, or ingratitude of mankind ; 
which, by the way, has often ſoured the 
gentleſt ſpirits, and the kindeſt and moſt hu- 
mane diſpoſitions. But periſh every praiſe ob- 
tained by illiberal methods, or by the ſacrifice 
of 
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of our integrity; let every conſideration be 
deſpiſed, in compariſon of à good heart 
and the applauſe of our God. And whatever 
we find our duty to do, let us do it with all 
our might, as to the Lord, knowing that there 
is neither wiſdom nor work, nor device in the 
grave. | | 


SERMON 


Thus faith the Lord of Hoſts, conſider your ways, 


\HE prophet, throughout this chapter, 
reproves the people of the Jews for their 
** and remiſſneſs in the building of the 
ſecond temple. At the return from the Ba- 
dyloniſh captivity, Cyrus ſent forth an order, 

that the temple ſhould be built, and Jeruſa- 
tem . encompaſſed with walls : the work was 
begun ; but by a falſe repreſentation from the 
Samaritans to the court of Perſia, it was again 


put a ſtop to, till they found an order from 
| Cyrus 
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Cyrus i in the archives of the kingdom at Syria. 
It was, therefore, permitted to go on, bur ' 
ſpirit of indolence kept back this neceſſary 
work : the facred place in which the ſacrifices 
and offerings of the nation were to be made 
lay deſolate, and idolatry began ro flouriſh. 
But the text, though confined, may be applied 
to man in all his doings. As man is a being 

capable of thought and reflection; a creature, 
endued with a power to diſcern between right 
and wrong, good and evil, and the difference 
between the morality and immorality of actions; ; 
it muſt evidently be his duty to employ this 
refleQive faculty to examine and ſcrutinize his 
conduct; to know whether he carries himſelf 
agreeable to the law of his nature, andthe end 
Providence had i in view, in forming him ſuch 
A being as he is: whether he acts agreeable to 
the laws of virtue, or tranſgreſſes the dictates 
of reaſon, and acts an inconſiſtent part. I fay 
it is his Jury to uſe theſe rational powers, for 
the amendment and direction of his conduct 
rlirough life: elſe why are theſe faculties 


ert to man, if he is not to employ them 
* in 
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in the moſt eminent purpoſes of life. Diveſt 
man of power to act with thought and reaſon, 
even in the concerns of life, and what a ſcene 
of folly-and confuſion would this world ſoon 
exhibit & It is even ſo in the moral world; 
here, I am ſorry to ſay enthuſiaſm, and ſuper- 
ſtiition, have confounded principles, or rather 
drawn the attention from them, by the furi- 
dus tempeſts they have raiſed: they are now, 
thank Heaven, conſiderably abated, but we are 
yet in a ſtate of confuſion. We are daily 
referring. our actions to falſe principles, and . 
nothing but candour. and good ſenſe will 
ever ſet us right. If men are driven by 
paſſion, or an unreaſonable deſire for this or 
that object of ſenſe and appetite, how un- 
pleaſing the proſpect, how diſagreeable to 
a a virtuous ſpectator ! it is evident, reaſon alone 

gives a juſt claim to ſuperiority over brute 
creatures : bur, if we make no uſe of this diſ- 
riogviſhing faculty, and are actuated by ſenſe 
and inſtinct, what difference, ſave in ſhape and 
bodily diſlinctions? Religion muſt be founded 
in reaſon, and virtue be the reſult of repeated 
thought 
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thought and efforts. If we hearken to che 
calm deliberate dictate, of the intelligent prin- 
_ ciple within us, it will teach us what to do, 
what courſe of life to chooſe, as the moſt ra- 
tional and moſt productive of inward peace 
and ſerenity of mind. The great directing 
principle of our nature paints the different 
actions of our lives in their true and proper 
rs; it ſhews the propriety of virtue, the 
beauty of holineſs, while it repreſents vice 
as big with folly and guilt. The prophet 
David had tranſgreſſed the bounds of religion. 
and violated the great law of righteouſneſs, and 
of God; and indeed what man upon earth, 
that acts with ſo much caution, as to avoid the 
ſuares and allurements of vice; or where is 
that man to be found, cloathed with fleſh and 
blood, that is proof againſt all temptation, and 
- finneth not; that is uninfluenced by. paſſion, 
and is always ſenſible of, and attends. to the 
obligations of right conduct? But it ought to 
be our conſtant practice, to reflect on the na- 
ture and conſequences of our actions, to guard 
againſt | that vice which moſt eaſily beſets us, 

and 


1. 


- 


* 
IB 


—.— refie@ on their moral ackibns, 
their nature and teadeney, what a'reformation 


_ would this practice ſoon produce among rea- 


pe: „ II 
unn 6 eben "when we have done” wrong, 
* een 000 Rnd ame —— 
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- onfirthed and eſtabliſhed zun that Which is 


good." Sucht a Gy practice would de attended 
with the beſt and moſt #fefol conſequetices; we 
mould then never make any great progyps in 


view, e mould never deliberately commit a 


diſhoneſt und ungenerous, or an unkind action; 


be gent iaproving in-all knowledge and 


virtue If mankind were perſuaded to think 


ſonable beings? Tue Almighty, who is the 


bes joage uf dhe tut öf man, declares, that 
te wichelden und impiety of his antient peo- 


ple, the Jews, were wholy owing "to their want 


ef thought t and reflection ;' and! 3. The 


ox knoweth his owner, and the ul his water's 


erb Sor Isel doth. not 'kiiow, my People 


doth fot conſider? Und when God bad fade 
_ | uſe 
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oo as diverſe means for their refbrtnation; "0 


ſtill directs his prophets to make uſe of other 
methode, "ſaying," it map be my people will 
conſider. And the prophet Haggai addreſſeg 
his fellow ſubjects: Thus ſaith the Lord of 
Hoſts,” confider your ways; Tfaiah, in the AAtR 
chapter deſeribes the abominable idolatries of 
the the” Jewiſh people, and ſtill attributes their 
folly to a want of ſerious chouglit and reflec- 
tlon; in” the 19th verſe he obſerves : none 
cotifidereth in his heart, neither is there Know 
lage or underſtanding to ſay, I have burned” 
part: of it (that i is, a part of that which he had! 
madd an idol of) in the fire; yea, allo 1 has 
| baked bread, upon the coals thereof; I have” _ 
rpaſted fleſh, and eaten it; and ſhalt make the | 
| reſidue thereof an - abomiriation'; and ſhall 1 
fal down to the ſtock of a tree 7 Hence it ap-" 
| pears that reaſon, thought, and ſerious con- 
ſideration, is the grand cotner-ftone, the ſoun- 
dation and baſis of virtue and true religion; 
otherwiſe we muſt act without meaning, be 
liable to a thouſand inconvenieneies, and follow 
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David: thought on his way, he conſidered in 
what manner he had hitherto conducted him- 
ſelf, and the reſult of it Wasa happy concluſion; 
be ſaw the: impropriety of his paſt conduct, 
diſcerned the obligations of virtue, the reaſon· 
ablencls of obedience to che Jaw of his Creator, 
and he rurned to God's. teſtimonies. Were all 

men to think on their ways; were the unjuſt, 

= vain, the profligate, the intemperate, and 
 Hrofang, the bold and thoughtlek ſinner, to 

reflect on the dreadful. conſequences ol Weir 
cbaduct; ſurely they could not ſtill perſevere. 
in their vices, and add to the number of their 
fins: but but the misſortune is, there are in the 
world ſo many objects, that draw our atten- 
tion; ſoch a vaſt variety of ways. and. means, 
for ſuppreſſing ſerious thoyghr ; 3 that the ma- ' 
jority. ef out fellow creatures, through the 
hurry af bufineſt, ſcarcely allow themſelves 

any ps to e, while, n ans Provi- 
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| flence bath bleſſad with affluence, and a ftrong 
conſtituttum are for ever immerſed in noiſe 
luxury; will not or cannot think. Having ſo 
manyr objecti u encourage a, diſſipation of 
mind; or perhaps, ſa far involved in guiltz 
that it is tino painful to look back, and take a 
cam and ſerious review of; their paſt conduct. 
| Bu# hom duencuſable is that perſon, who in en- 
joyingathe good things; his fituation;. in liſe | 
«(@rds:þim; ſuffers them to deprive him of 
dhoſe pceulian c haracteriſtics af humanity, con · 
ſideratian and reflection! How muſt he con- 
demo bimſelf, when ſiekneſs gives leiſure for 
thaugbe a when his conſtitution or. j his: age 
obige him to conſider. in hat manner; he has 
ſned his. time, and what; oppartunities of im· 
improvement in knowledge and virtue he has 
loſt, initrifling and unprofitable, purſgits? Then 
it: vll appear how. heneficial it is to think on 
dun ways, and to examine · our diſpoſitions. But 
Ie old be Happy for mankind, if they were 
influenced t6 think on their ways betimes ; in 
Bucilt E 2 the 
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dhe healthu=andowgaur!:of life's; there. would 
them be (ſome: ꝓroſpect / of a good. effect; they 
woukt paſs through lie, though perhaps not for- 
wangtely, yet. en ure prnupless without the 
 perplexigy/i/andy: confuſion; aviich\agcompany 
mes pf imm dharacbers A for iq muſt; beo 
greit cbnie quence, in tho effimate of our cha- 
riiters, bi- che great infallible Judge of dhe 
whole earth, hether the chheration of Bur 
paſt code Ve us: pleaſure or pain; a 
dime When abe cxpeRation:ofiis longer a 
ment wa Wan — — 
ways, does ey ne been agreeable 9 
great rules of utud d Whether we hate been 
influenced by the love of truth and gobdtef? 
in the ſecond place, i what manner we'ought 
ene a ch witneſt, will gie in her 
juſt verdict ; ſhei will reeollect our propenſities 
and truth Willi appearo And d the feconid;. 
teaſon, and a warm attention to the eternal 


rule * _ us ig the Way we 
45 2 ſhould 
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ſhould walk: che göſpet wilt ge 2! füncthn 
20 therwholgge and the reſuft w bea general 
ſobtmiſſion to the Jaws f Hiftue anch fi God: _ 
Various ate ehe tnethods" Providence? makes 
vie of to walken us to a ſenſe of our duty. 
This is enpreſſed ina ſtrongiy figurative mariner 
in che goſgel. Chriſi knocks -t- the ddor of 
dur: heartag aticl che Spirit; of God intreats' u 
to hear his voice. By che tminiſtty of the 
word z by leſs of friends and relations; by 
ſiekneſs by many other 4dverficies? and ba- 

diu Cencürring tabſes/ in Fife! Ubes bur Kind, 

* ienighty Father eall us to Hftiſeff. Beforey friftin 

the Pſalmiſt, I was affficted, I went alte 

but now do 1 keep thy word: And again, it 

is good for me that I Have been ufficted, that 
 Eimight learn thy ſtatutes. „ Im their afflic- 
tion they will ſeek! me early!“ - Suppofe then, 
lome perſon, Who has hitherto had no regard 
to his duty, awakened into it, rouſed to 
thought, anel to a ſenſe ef the propriety of 
1 natural rendency of his pre 
ſent actionsg and willing. to learn the” beſt | 
12 E 3 and 
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parts anch i that at. preſent . he ic incapatilenof = 
enjoying any rational happineſs e this will lead 
bim 0 a, reſolution to ahandon his former 
An and atiend ſeriouſly to his) improves 
ment. Soch.a reformation. would, ba bkely.to 
be pe lating; becauſe; experience has farmed 
bim of being wrong; and the mare unixerſal 
Serieren of aid bears wicngſsut9, dhe 
Lee eee ee eajaying life-ip 
peace and comfort 3 and that vice neceſſarily 
8 greaily! impares our fortune, our 
health, our reputation, and that ſerenity of 
mind, which all had: once che power of re. 
ſerving, and-but-few paſſaſs. + Mithout it, we 
are like the; roablgg: ſea, Wm 
1 13 + | fully 
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fully. ĩoforms us And there is no peace amin 
us. May theſe conſiderations, as they , are 
founded. in reaſon, and ſupported by revela- 
tion, influence; every, being to, reflect on his 
coaduRt any hereto} real funda: 
mental motive of his actions : this alone can 
entitle; him to the character of an intelligent 
Creature, aſſimilate, him to the Dixinity, or en- 
title him to his favour; and by this alone can 
he enjoy, the pleaſing approbation of his owg.. 
miod,, and ſecure, his werfe ps "OR 
| world. A. ri 14 ory Iii Is | 
Aya ee of thought hy? reflection cal 
us/aþove, the brutes that periſh, agtl in ſame 
mealure, liken us to the Divinity, (being in 


reſpect of our moral powers, created in his 
divine likeneſs,) I ſay, as theſe moral facul- eng 
ties lift us high in the great chain of being, 


they, mut neceſſarily be given to fame, viſe 


and, good purpoſe; ſurely it cannot be ſup- 
| poſed that, this, ineſtimable jewel. was given us 
to he. hidden in obſcurity, or to bury, its luſtre 


in neglect and diſuſe. Say rather, it was giyen 
E 4 - that 


21 | 


— 
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whit che poſieſſor would erbhibit it e open 
view not merely by way of oſtentation, but 
for real ornamen and real uſe.” Theſe talents 
dee given that we mould improve them, 
ſrom ont, I poſſible, up to ten talents; in that 
tte thi" Gengu of | Heaven is admirably au- 

ſwered, "when our own happineſs is ſecured: 
nnd advanced by à rich increaſe in knowledge 
and virtue, and the graces of religion. 
Vain are the powers of 'reaſon, if authority 
billy be our guide; vain the doctrines of the 
goſpel, if we exclude reaſon from a ſhare in 
dlrecting us; vain alf the diſtinguiſhing fa- 
Eufties of human nature, if we exert them not 
on proper occaſions: and where can they be 
properly exerted; if not in a regulation of our 
ſentiments and principles, and moral con- 
duct. If our happineſs depends on ourſelves, 
i it certlinly does, can thought and darch 
be too much exerted, to guide'us in ile pur- 
foir; to direct our conduct, corre& our « errors, 
open our eyes, and enlighten / our hearts, 
Was bund the Lord, Eats ways: it is 
* the 


S E RN N Am. 5 
the volce of reaſon, of nature, and -of God. 
ttend to it ye children of men! by a . 
 tinued effort of chavght, we ſhall obſerve the 
righteouſneſs or vnrighteouſaeſs of our Ways; 
and by a due exertion of the powers Stanted 

1s by Heaven, we ſhall in time reduce them 
to the divine ſtandard of the goſpel : we can- 
not be perfect at once, in a day, a month, or 
a year; but we ſhall be going on to per- 
ſection, we ſhall be weakening the force of 
vicious principles, if we cannot eradicate them, 
and render ourſelves happy by habitual endea- 
vours to perſevere in that which is good. Re- 


firſt it requires much care to cheriſh and pre- 
ſerve it ; thorns and briers at firſt infeſt the 
ſoil ; the tender plant is long in danger to be 
choaked with baneful influence, or to be pulled 
up by the rough hands of every bold invader, 
or be neglected and forgotten. Cheriſh then the 
heavenly plant; let fortitude guard it from 
injury; walſer it from the ſprings of truth: it 
will every * get ſtronger, ſpread its fair 
branches 


ligion may be compared to a ſmall ſeed; at 


0 ala he- han vn | 
6 wund: e nafamunble. dime of this 
"gp world. dt wall, be Sranſplanted ta happier 
T_T 40 the.gardens. of its Creator; where 
1 N blqoq alreſh, and bear, che, ſtuit al | 
We: peace, of Joy, aud of eyenlaſting lie 1 
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hr highways and hedges, and compel them to 
ee We nt 61 301220120741 020 9: 1baney 
ySErrS Parable alludes to the call "given 
YE" chankind of all conditions, and Gifs 


Eatriltanides; by! the goſpel; it repreſents the 


method Which the Divine Providence made 
fe bf, for the propagation of truth, and the 
religion of Jeſus. Agreeable to the diehions 
of Henveng this appeared; and wus firſt pubs 


Hd aan the gg and upon their re- 
jection 


F « ” 


- * 5 * 


And the Lord ſaid — 3. go-out into 


66% 8 E R M N XX. | 
1 ol ie, che -apoſiles turned to the Gen- I 
tiles, and 10 them preached the glad tidings 
* way of ſalvation by Chriſt. The defign 
-— of this parable is _— moral ; it is calcu- 
lated- ta give the waxed the moſt worthy no» 
gjoks of the -Deity ; "he Juſtice” of His wi | 
and che goodneſs of all his diſpenſations. Hs EE, 
-excludes no people from his grace and fa- | 
your ; - he makes no "other difference among 
mankind than what - their moral characters 
make. He ; would, neue r have. rejected his 
ancient be had they 1 . worthy of 
bis favour. When the goſpel was propaſed to 
them, as 3 divine rule of conductꝭ and ſup- 
ported by the concurrence of a ſeries of the 


enjraculous operations of thy Hire f 
when; the goſpel. was thus propoſed, tg, then, 
they rejected it with contempt, and deſpiſed 
the righteous. intentions of Providence. It was 

an agreeable , ro, their marina of genen 
ment and conduct: it condemned Pride, 
awarice,. andi cruelty ;, it made maral, diſtine- 
tions the rules for e. to be valued ; and 


moth»: 5 | looked 


4 
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| looked on ſupeſtitichs rites as vain a ü. 
led: their hearts petriſied with the pride: r 
life; ſcorned ſo humble a teacher, and rejected 
he proferred ſalvation i they would not obeß 
the voice that ſpake from Heaven; but with 
e donſent began to make excules, The firſt 
Ma bbeght u piece of ground; ti other; 
five: yoke of ohen and the third had matried 
A wie and therefore could not dome: ſo chat 
| theofervant came and ſhewed is lord theſe 
_ vliings. Then the maſter af tis houſe being 
angry, ſaid to his ſervant, go out quickly un 
to the ſtreets, and lanes; of the city, and bring 
in hither the pobr, and the maimed, and the 
halr; and the blind. As if he had ſaid, the 
great and nich men of this world have fund 
the: goſpel: incampanble: with pride, luxuty. 
and covetouſneſs, and have refuſtd the offers 
oſ. grace, made by tie divine Being: but the 
par- woll readilj receiye them, go, make ao 
diftia&tions between higk and low] give all 
wankind the offers of par dem they wilh prize 
and accnpt: of the gift. And the ſervant ſaicb 
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da lobte; on lo there loſot che 
Heaven is within you. The bleſſed Savicur ſays, 


re 


K * 1 O N . W 


Peas ia res, [Thareales,o goodueſ 
de asvet arheuſteds the bene volence of Gad 
is great and :unconfiged as bis being. Where- 


nirtue and invegrity-raſide;: chere tis i ha 


in another place, in my Fathers houſe ure 
wan imavfions ; if it wre otherwiſe, I would 
have toldo o ſo. Ak the preſence of the 
Deity, bis goodneſs, anddenbvey are unboundgd- 
ſſp is che habitation of the joſt. It would be:the 
higheſt: ahſurdity to ſuppoſe, they were in the 
leaſt {confined :. Nos they range the: wide 
geld of nature they /purſue' the ſteps of God, 
Un dnwwaried delight and ſatiafaction x; they 
trie his widr and: dwell on his perfectiens, 


„e sgeresüing joy and happineft. It is dae 


us chou has commanded, yet there is roum: 


* Lord fuid ware the ſervunt,“ </avi bur = 


into tlie / high ways; und hedges; and compel 
| chem to come in:“ turn n. eee 
| SN. 5 181 ing 


+ | 


7 is done as thou haſt commanded: and 


ever trus religion! dwells ;) wherever conſcious 
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ig tribe, and go co. the Gentiles; they mey Me i 
best my woire; and behold che Diving Mefſen- Alt 
ger they will ſee the beauty of God; and fel 
© the force of truth. In, another placey our great 
Redeemer commandeth hid "diſciples; to „ Mi 
nd - Preach the goſpel to every:creature} ant 
make known che ways of the 'ndoſt-Mligh this | 

a the earth 3 for God is nd reſpecter of per- 
ſons iin every age, climate, and nation, _ 66k} wh 
one that feareth him, and worketh „ 


k 


+3589 
 ouſnehs, is accepted of him ne wiaketh bo 


difference between the} Gretk and the: Few} 1 
dut the ſame is Lofd over all, and is trick 
onto all that call upon him. Iſaiah, in A Pf N 
phetic rapture; brings the days of the Mex 
s it were preſent to him; he foreſees the oba ol 
| Kindcy ef the Jewiſh people, ad introduces | | || 
the Saviour, as addreſſing che Deity pon j ? * 
that orccaſion. II. Klix. 4187 6.10 TU 7m 7 
faid, I have laboured in vin, I have Tent , 
Rroogrh for nought, and im vain; yet ſurely 1 i 
my judgment is with the Tard, IMA my Wr | 
wat my Gage And and} baich the ze Lee 
UF hho at er Ser + eee, N 


"of 2 


4 * 1 ar N tx. 
ned mme from the womb, to be his fervant, 
— Jacob again to Him t Though Iſrael 
n, £146 levies ce 
Lord, and my God ſhall be 
=; ſtrengtk. And he aid, it is a light ching. 
that thou ſhouldeſt be my ſervant ene up 
te tribes of Jacobj"and- to > reſtore" the * 
ſeryed of Iſrael : 1 will alſo eee 
light to the Gentiles, that thou mayeſt be un- 
| to the end of the carth.”: Let none have ſuch 
narrow conceptions of the great eternal Father 
of nature, as to think, that in the method of 
lis grand univerſal providence, he is only con- 
ſulting the happineſs and welfare of a ſew of 
his crentures: no, like a tender and affection- 
ate parent, he wiſhes well to every ſon and 
daughter he has upon earth, and conſults their 
felicity in every reaſonable method. He com- 
mifioned the primitive ambaſſadors of Heaven, 
and his preſent miniſters of the goſpel of peace, 
td compel men to come in, that his houſe 
1 But in what ſenſe theſe words 
* them to come in) are to * ſhall 
Bal 1 be 
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be ehe oder of the" IN _w _ 
. et wbntddebehne 4 ang hdd 
and deſigning men have made of this verſe. 
Wirneſs the horrid court of inquiſition. Wit- 
neſs thoſe racks and gibbets; thoſe engiges of 
*malice; prepared for Chriſtians in a ebuntry, 
Which profeſſed to act on the principles! of the 
goſpel. "Need I tell you how, in one ſhore 
reign, hundreds, in our own nation, were de- 
voted to the flames? May ſueh bloody ae- 
counts be for ever cancelled from the annals of 
Britain! Later ages found the ineonvenieney 
of ſacrifcing ſuch a number of people, and 
refining upon perſecution, adopted meaſures 
ſeemingly more gentle and mild; but con- 
ſidered, perhaps, as "cruel as the other“! An 
act of uniformity paſſed into a law, Whieh re- 
quired; upon the ſevere penalties of eonfiſea- 
tion, and impriſonment, an aſſent to ſuch 
articles of faith as were thought neceſſary 
to advance the intereſt of a party; and 
thus denied to all but themſelves, the pri- 
vilege of judging ; and believing their own 
Vo. Ik F _/ ſeals” 


1 EA U ON K. 
ee in the important. matters of religion. 


+Difſenters feel its weight: But it is no great. 
honour to thoſe, who with all their influence 
keep it in being, when they are told that it 
took place during the reign of a weak and 
_ .effeminate monarch; who, in fact, believed 
nothiag of Chriſtianity ; and who, while he 
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"This act is now in a great meaſure in force, and 


found it his intereſt, for the ſake of indulg- 


ing an indolent diſpoſition, to comply with, 


-could not but- deteſt their pious frauds. But, 


- -1chank- God, . we enjoy our civil and reli 


gious liberties, though under ſome reſtric- 


tions. All the abſurd notions that have been 
- entertained, and the cruel perſecutions that have 


been raiſed in the Chriſtian church, have been 


- owing. to falſe apprehenſions of the nature 


and deſign of the goſpel; either by not regard- 


ing the purpoſe of the writer, or taking things 


in a literal ſenſe, which have been figuratively 
meant: however, they have ſeldom failed of 
making the purity of religion their plea; thus 
. making Chriſtianity the ſource of evils, horrid 
as ever the ſun beheld. Compel them to come 


* ® . 
7 
* 1 


in, 


that Jeſus meant this in the literal ſenſe; in- 
. ſtead of anſwering | his profeſſed. deſign of 
| - uniting the world in peace, good will, and 
| univerſal benevolence, this had a neceſſary 
tendency to abſorb all the ſocial affections, to 
put an entire end to all the duties of recipro- 
cal good offices; and fink humanity below 


the brutes. But in the name of all that is 


reaſonable, how could the followers of Chriſt 
pretend to eſtabliſh his religion by open vio- 
lence; when the ſecular power, both Jewiſh 


and Heathen, was leagued againſt them, and 


eſteemed their new doctrine as deſtruQtive to 
its policy, In the land of Judea, they were 


28 fooliſh and illiterate men. What methods 
F 2 did 
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in, " ſays our bleſſed Saviour; but in what 
manner? by force of arms? or moral per- 
ſuaſion? by the edge of the ſword? by con- 
fiſcations and impriſoaments? or by a fim- 
plicity of manners, integrity of heart, ſtrength 
of argument, and the glorious promiſes. of 
immortal life? It muſt be one of the higheſt 
flights of enthuſiaſm and abſurdity, to think 


eſteemed as the tools of ſedition; in Greece, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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did Saint Peter make uſe of to proſelyte five 
thouſand at once? All their farce confiſted in 
plain fair reaſoning ; and if they, were mighty, 
it was in the ſcriptures. - Saint Paul, when. 
carried captive to the Arcopagus, or made 
priſoner in the metropolis of the world, ſtill 


the goſpel. Surely they could not make uſe 
of the ſecular power in ſuch wretched circum- 
ances | In ſhort, whether they enjoyed the 
bleſſings of peace and freedom, or were con- 
fined to the gloom of a dungeon, they till 
compelled many to come in; their reſigned 
and cheerful temper, under all difficulties, and 
the evident truth of their ſtory, won upon the 
reaſon as well as the affections of men. 
Indeed, primitive Chriſtianity, whatever fome 
new-fangled ſyſtems may advance, did not 
require ſuch. inhuman methods to propagate 
it. It encourages free enquiry, as the only 
foundation of rational conviction and fincere 
faith. The author condeſcended to remove 
every ſeruple, and anſwer every cavil, which 
his aden might propoſe, that they might 


. 9 4 have 


gained many to the profeſſion and belief of 


s E A M ON XR e 
have no excuſe! for their incredulity. The 
life of Chriſt, ſays à worthy advocate for 
Chriſtianity, is one continued diſplay of be- 
nevolence and humanity; he was a generous 
lover of mankind, and inſtead of putting others 
to death, to cure their unbelief, he ſuffered 1 it 
himſelf,” | 

The method made uſe of by Chriſt, nnd the 
firſt preachers, was to addreſs the reaſon and 
_- underſtanding of men; and thus, in ſpite of 
oppoſition, they triumphed over long eſtabliſhed 
ſuperſtition and idolatry. The utmoſt perſe- 


cution can poſſibly do, is to force a falſehood 
from the wretched ſufferer; it is impoſſible 
the greateſt cruelty ſhould fatisfy the ſcruples 
of an honeſt mind; or hide the abſurdity of 
the doctrines it is deſigned to enforce from 
the keen eye of reaſon: what then is the con- 
cluſion, but that we ought to live in peace 
and harmony among one another; as it be- 
comes the diſciples, and followers of our kind 
and humane leader; permitting all men to 
enjoy their own private ſentiments in quiet; 
and making it our higheſt endeavour to excel 


F 3 cach 
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euch 1 in ready and chearful obedience, 
to the will and laws of Heaven; ; thus alone 
can we imitate the bleſſed. Jeſus ; who, in all 
conditions, chearfully reſigned to his father” 8 
will, and made it his meat and drink to an- 
ſwer the deſign of him who ſcat him. 
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FAS T S ER M O N. 


Preached, DEcEMBER 1 2» 1776. 


"ROMANS xn. 18. 
If it be poſſible, as much as lieth in you, live 
peaceably with all men. | 


* 


are not aſſembled at this time to diſ- 
cuſs a political queſtion on the juſtice, 
or injuſtice of the preſent war, or to impre-" 
cate the Divine vengeance upon our enemies; 
much leſs upon thoſe, who, till of late, were 
conſidered as citizens of Britain; as friends 
| F4 „ 


* — _ 2 — — 
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and brethren, connected with us in the tendereſt 
manner. The thought would be unkind, would 
be ungenerous, unworthy of our characters as 
Brirons, much more unworthy as Chriſtians. 
1 hope, therefore, to ſtand excuſed, if. I do 
not chooſe to violate the ſanctity of the pulpit, 
by. Jotrpducing ſubje&s unworthy ſo holy a 
place. Subjects, that however managed, have 
a direct tendency to inflame the mind, and 
poiſon” the pure fountain of benevolence and 
Chriſtian love. But we are met upon an 
infinitely more important buſineſs ; we are met 
to humble ourſelves before the Lord, to ac- 
knowledge our  unworthineſs and fins, and 
lowly and reverently to petitien che Divine 
forgiveneſs : we are met to cultivate good diſ- 
pofitions,” and to eftabliſh our! hearts in the 
love of God and men. "'Gloridus deſigns! 
aiſable and heavenly intentions! May the Di- 
vñe Spirit crown tom with ſacceſs, and pour 
his bleſſiag upon our ſouls. It ſhall be my 
endracdur, therefore: in the ſulloving diſcourſe; 
fit, to esplain the general and vurious cauſes 


of alen: sens 264 quntrels ! sad then to en- 
tus 5 1 force 


SE RM ON XX. yy 
ſence” the manly and excellent N con- 
tained ih the words of the tet. 
Firſt, to explain the general ee 
an Rabens lay be juſtified if I refer them 
to theſe two primary and efficient cauſes; pride 
and avarice: for all the long catalogue of hu- 
man vices;; however varied, divided, and ſub- 
divided, will be ultimately found, only different 
modifications of theſe cardinal vices. Would 
you, therefore aſk, what it is that diſturbs the 
peace of. ſociety ? what liſts the legal magiſtrate 
to a tyrant ? what unſheaths the ſword of war to 
| deſolate nations? what diſturbs the harmony 

of individuals? ſets neighbour againſt neigh- 
dour, and brother againſt brother? I would 
anſwer, that pride and avarice are at the 
bottom, and that the whole miſchief WR | 
from theſe unworthy diſpoſitions. 

But I would wiſh to obſerve, by the way, | 
that both theſe paſſions, the one a general 
object of contempt, the other of deteſtation, 
are very nearly allied, and implanted, ori- 
ginally in the heart by the great God of na- 
tore himſelf; the one as a ſpur to induſtry 
vide and 


* 
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and, ſcience; and the other, -as a guard againſt 


every mean and ungenerous deed. God at 
__ _ firſt created man upright; but he has fince 


| Fought out, and found many wicked inventions: 
he has: corrupted” the fountain of moral action, 
and no wonder that the ſtreams iſſuing there- 
from are found eee ee | 
peace, and happineſs of mankind. 
By the pride, I would wiſh to ee 
I mean that paſſion (varied, indeed, according 
to the circumſtance of individuals, but ſtill 
going on upon the ſame principle) which, in- 
ſtead of guarding, directly aims at the de- 
ſtruction of all the virtues; and by way of ex- 
planation, I ſhall inſtance a few caſes, in which 
it is found peculiarly hurtful to ſocieties and in- 
dividuals. And, firſt, that of the ruler of a peo- 
ple, fixed upon by the general ſuffrage ; or like 
Saul and David of old, choſen of the Lord. 
Gratitude, to a people who have raiſed him 
from a cottage to a throne; adorned him with 
the enſigus of royalty, parted with a conſider- 
able portion of their own rights to enlarge his 
| | ——_ and to render him more reſpe&- 
able 


8 E RM ON XX. yg 
able in the community, allowed him men 
fingers and women fingers, and the delights | 
of the children of men; for. à while, may 
perhaps reſtrain him within the bounds of 
| Juſtice and propriety. So much juſtice may 


remain with him, that at the firſt exerciſe of 


his power, he may © ſet. them to ear his 
ground, to reap. his harveſt, and to make 
his inſtruments of war; nor take their fields 
and their vineyards, and their olive yards; 
even the beſt of them, and give them to his 
ſervants.” I. Sam. viii. He may not for a 
while, under pretence of a zeal for religion; 
« Hew., Agag in pieces before the Lord: 
Nay, for a while, he may refrain from taking 
away the poor man's lamb, © which he had 


bought and nouriſhed up, grew up together 


with him and his children, which did eat of 


his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and 


lay. in his boſom, and was unto him as a 
daughter.“ Though for a time he may be ſo 
moderate, as not to cauſe his ſubjefts, nor 
even his enemies, © to be cut with ſaws and with 
| harrows of iron, and with axes,” Chron, xx. 3. 
e | Yer 


5 6 1 n u ON RX. 


ver the moment that this unworthy paſſion 


lays held of him, it will generate ambition; 
ambition a luſt of power, and avarice will come 
in to give a ſanction to the whole proceeding ; 
and then, God preſerve us ſrom the horrible con- 
ſequenee © The ſhrieks of ſuffering innocence ; 
he cries of the orphan, the tears of the deſence- 
| leſs widow, weigh nothing in the balance againſt 
regal pride, ripened into ambition, and rendered 
callous by avarice. He will think it a dero- 
gation from his dignity, for the poor to have 
any poſſeſſion in his neighbourhood; or to cul- 
tivate a paternal {por in view of his extenſive 
 Jawns: pride will tell him, that it interrupts 
nis proſpects; avarice will inform him, that 
as he is the center of power, ſo alſo that he 
mould be of inheritance: he will, therefore, 
ſve him at the law, and render that the inftru- 
ment ef ruin which was meant as the guar- 
dian of life and property; or perhaps he will 
proceed with more imperial brevity, and like 
Ahab of old, ſeize the vineyard, and lay the 
poſſeſſor: for one vice ſeldom dwells alone; 

nl. 94 Ain. 5 2.5 it 
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it 8 attended with others, even worſe than it- 
And, with reſpeck to national diſputes; 
3 A venture to affirm that in-conſequence 
of the woſt trifling diſputes, | ſuggeſted by 
pride, ſuch as the acknowledgment of titles, 
or points of precedence, as many lives have 
been facrificed as there are: men on the face 
of the whole earth! this is not a light con- 

| ſideration; and the prigces and 2 of the 
people ſhould look to r. | 

And we may alſo add, that the avarice of 
a few individuals, or à few private com- 
mercial people, by encroaching upon the pro- 
perty of neighbouring ſtates, or by carrying 
on an illicit trade with their ſubjects, have 
100 often plunged: Whole nations in all the 
horrors and deſolations of war. 

From the pride and avarice of . SE 
nations let us deſcend, and ſee, whether the 
| ſame principles do not operate, in their re- 

ſpeclive proportions, among the rich men of 
the land, and even in the humbleſt walks of 
private life. The rich court the ſmiles of 
thoſe in power; while they in turn lord it over 


their | 
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their inferiors; who feel that their maſters pro- 
fuſion muſt be ' nouriſhed with the ſweat of 
their industry. Avarice bids them hazard 
their fortune upon the laws of chance, which 
in turn often brings on poverty; which is again 
remedied by being bribed to ſerve the man of 
power; while pride ſickens for a title, and to 
walk abroad adorned with the trappings of 
nobility,” at the expence of every generous, 
manly, and virtuous ſentiment. Let us quit 
theſe haunts, and examine the humbler ſcenes 
of life and here we ſhall find the diſagreeable 
truth confirmed, that in his proportion, every 
man is a tyrant, unleſs by care and attention, 
or à finer temperament of heart, his ſovl is 
meliorated by juſtice and humanity; that love 
of Independence ſo natural to man, burries 
him on in the paths of gain; and it is not 
always the caſe, that a ſenſe of juſtice and 
truth can over- rule the calls of avarice, or 
guard him againſt the violation of his neigh- 
bour's property. It will be all well he thinks, 
if towards the cloſe of life, he devotes a por- 
tion of the money gained, to ſome charitable 


_ 


* | 
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purpoſe. Add to this, that pride will come in 
for his ſhare; it will teach him to aſſume an 
importance, and ſuperiority that he has no 
right to. Avarice has already, we will ſup- 
poſe, procured him riches at the expence of 
equity, or at leaſt of generoſity; and an im- 
portance of ſituation, or a popularity of cha- 
racter, muſt be obtained, even by the ſacrifice 
of benevolence and every chriſtian charity. 
No matter he thinks if the reputation of his 
friend is offered up, on the altar of defama- 
tion, his own riſes higher on the ruins: he 
expects uncommon attention and reſpect, he 
looks for the bow of humility, or the incenſe 
of adulation ; without theſe he ſickens, life be- 
comes a burden to him, and ſleep will depart 
from his pillow. A very remarkable inſtance 
we have of this in Haman. One would have 
thought that he had every thing the heart of man 
could wiſh for; every poſſible ingredient of kap- 

. pineſs, that this life could ſupply. Nog there was |. 
a canker which deſtroyed his peace, and embit- 
tered his enjoyments; Mordecai, the Jew, who 
| „ i ee 
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was a poor exile in a ſtrange landb ſat in the 
king's. Fate, und reverenced him not. And 
this ns all that deſtroyed the otnοꝓnmνã of 
this than's happineſs; he recapitulates tb bis 
family his greatneſs, the number ef his chil- 
dreng his favour with the king: nay more, he 1 
was dhe only one, beſide the king, ivd to 

_ theiqueen's banquet; yet all theſe avaled him 

ngthäng, i long as be ſaw Mordecai fitting at 

the king's gate. Pride had taken foll peel. 

ſion of his foul; and we find, by the event, 1 

that juſtice, tenderneſs, and every ſpark of hu: 4 

n. were utterly deſtroyed in him; for I ? 

wu age repeats chat where pride and . | 

riet are become - predominant, all the virtues 
and yrates of religion, every diſpoſition te 
peace and good will be utterly loſt. Where 

they duell, the happineſs reſulting from a ſenſe, * 

e of doing god; from the conſciouſneſs of W p 

ing relieved diftreſs, or to have ſnatched the F 

helpleſs from the hand of the opprefſor, will 

| be for cver unfelt; the pureſt ſource of rational 
enjoyment be unknown. From à review of 

- the Whale, what are the inferences we have 13 

- ; , 13 drawn, | oe 
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dende Even! then, if poſſible, live peacet- | 
ahh gif not, the lam u agen to eee 
nde propetty, the | 
ne But till, guard againſt a litigious, te- 

© veigeful-: diſpofiridn;; gor draw: the reins df 

this ſhall.” all know, that wet are the followers 
obthe;Prince of peace; wei. ſhall . bear his 
_ Hperſqpiption, on our boſom, and aſſurediy be 
admiced, in his good time, to that world 
dere the voice nf war ſhall be no more heard; 
hut exery ſpirit be attuned to the ſweet notes 
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HE auth zor ol this book, whoever he v WAS, 

| 8 to have been a careful and juſt ob- 
— of human, nature. After many years 
obſervation and experience, and a judicious 


. ſurvey of the divine Gn of th the ; world, 
a | he 


iibcr. 


% 


—— of. -andertencing; but that ſome 


powerful, unſeen Being, in the greateſt variety 


of inſtances, ces, thwarts their rr — „ and blaſts 

: . — n 
dom, underſtanding and integrity delivered up 
ene Eee. 


cottages. A ſtrange reverſe of fortune this! 


the earth: 7 have ſeen, faith he, ſervants upon 
, ond: princes\walking as ſervents upon the 
tur He Ind wife obſerud ia: nwrat caſes, 
that the career of vice i is aſten interrupted by 
lome.inviſible agent that i iniquity often receives 


a check when it leaſt expects it; odd that t 


one time or arher, every wicked ac is duly and 
properly puniſhed. He obſerves in particular, 
— in ſeyeral inſtances, meets an 


immediate 


8 to 2 — n 


while poverty has been called from its obſcure 
retreats, to dwell amongſt the honourable of 
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immediate puniſhment; and that diſvbedience 
aud miſery ſeem linked together as cauſes and 
casts. His words in the tent are bighlywx» 
ptuſſiue of thok: unſren dangors chat attend 16 
Hurſe of in. He that diggtth a pit, Mall 
_ ntit; uud whoſe: breaketh an ratien, a Serpent 
all lite him. Thoſe that plan ſchemes for the 
rum and Heſtnuction of their innocent neigh» - 
bours, ſhall find Providence inteteſteth liiſelf in 
their favour, and will puniſn tliem for every 
uttempt to break the ſettled order of the world, 

and vonder innocence unhappy. - Of this we 
haare aremarkableinftance in the caſe of the 
-ambicioos/Haman. Bleſſed, not only with the 
favour: and frirndſhip of his monarchy enjoy 
ing every gratification that luxury could hope 
ſot, or the ſmiles of his prince beſtom upom 
-cence, he grew unhappy and wretched. Mor- 
decai, a ſervant of God, ſawhis riſing greatneſs 
wich contempt, and deſpiſed impicty and vice, 


though clothed in purple. Haman perceived 


it, and meditated rhe deſtruction of Mordecai, 
and all the:Jews through the vaſt provinces: ut 
inn 155 8 3 Rwy | 


wo 


w s „ u N 
le captives 3 their enemy rich, powerful, and 
untveiſally dreaded, beloved by his king, and 
pritified to the utmoſt of his inhuman diſpoſi- 
tions. The awful decree was paſſed, the day 
fixed when they were to be made the ſacrifices 
of proud ambition, and relentleſs cruelty. — 
What hopes were now left to kindle the dying 
| Fparks of gladnefs in their hearts? Driven from 
their country, ſlaves to heathen enthuſiaſts, and 
under the aw Hl diſpleaſure of God, could they 
expect that Heaven would work a miracle in 
their favour? No; nothing but horror and 
- death appeared on all ſides! But while every 
thing deſirable in life; ſeemed at ſtake ; while 
their politic enemy, with the ſpirit of a Ma- 
chiavel or à devil; was anticipating with plea- 
ſure and confidence, their ruin and the extirpa- 
tion of the whole race, a concurrence of unex- 
-pefted and extraordinary cauſes: changed the 
Face of things : that day, which was to be ſtained 
with the blood of the choſen people: of God, 
vas turned into a day of gladneſs and rejoĩcing; 
and the | impious contriver * this ſcene of blood 


* ——— — 
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lows that he,: in his days of greatneſs and pride, 
deſigned ſor his righteous geighbour. What 
then are v0 deduce. from, all this? Not ſurely 
that Heaven, ig regardleſs gf the affairs of men ; 


it this cent every deſign, every ls 
gem, how impious ſoever, would infallibly uc- 


ceed, according to the depth I in which 
they are laid. Rather we are to infer from 


hence that an Almighty Providence obſerves, 


the motions and deſigns of mankind, and when! 


» WAY 


preſſion and. cruelty, Kindly TROP 
fruſtrates their ſchemes. Ho- juſt then is the 
obſervation in the text; the royal preacher had 
often obſetved the truth of it; and in ſeveral 
inſtances, what! is here ſuggeſted, has been con 
firmed to us, "Hh that diggeth a a pit, ſhall fall into” 
17. One remarkable inſtance | in particular, in 
which the hand of Providence was viſibly diſ- 
played, and for which gratitude ought to ani 
mate every friend 'to truth, to liberty, and the 
proteſtant cauſe ; I fay, this inftance in parti- 
cular proves, beyond à doubt, that God 


6 4 is 


fioiſhed: his wretched exiſtence, on the very gal - 
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me the ervices of their enemies. Britain 
a land of light” and liberty, che glory of the 
Whole earth, and the envy of all other nations; 
Britin] which bravely ſtruggled againſt, and 
broke the yoke of ſuperſtition, tyranny, and 
prieftcraſt, (thanks be to our forefathers, thanks 
_ to Heaven for concurring in this rightequs | 
cue) was once on the point of being ſacrificed 
to the crvelty of the ſons of Belial, and of 
bing all the dear privileges of humanity, 
"The: Gower of the nation at one horrid blow 
were to be deſtroyed; the land to be filled with 
"che mouruful cries of widows and orphans ; and 
Chrifgigoity to be. buried once, more under a 
load of folly, idolatry, and ſuperſtition : the 
gbſpel, that invaluable legacy of our Saviour, 
to de torn ftom us; and we were to reſign out 
necks. to the galling yoke, which neither our 


| mee were able te beer. nw ET 
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ſieemed to ſuvour the deſign: the great eduneiſl 
of the nation was convened; the train was laid; 


was to be ſatiated. Here let us make a pauſe, 


and obſerve the ſteps of that good Providence, 
which preſides over the world, and governs it 


the heart of man. But Heaven, to whoſe all- 


© * 
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* 


— 9 — — 


tion, in which a worſe than ſavage brutality 


by the invariable laws of equity, righteouſneſs 
and goodneſs; obſerve how it fruſtrates the aim 
of wicked men, and often converts it to the no- 
bleſt purpoſes. When the nation lay in peace- 
ful and unſuſpecting ſecurity, enjoying che 
bleſſing of peace and plenty, and, I bope, 
with gratitude recollecting paſt inſtances of 
providential goodneſs, that religion, which has 
laid her foundation in blood, was employing 
her. faichful, but impious ſons in one of the 
moſt execrable deſigns that ever entered into 


pervading eye the dark corners of iniquity are 
laid open, faw them lay the ſcheme, which 


was to extend the dominion of Satan; he ſaw 
3% them 
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eee —— their neigh- 
| 3 — ; 
aun and vice to the, tribunal; of juſtice; 
ſtom which bad they, eſcaped, had ſuch peſts 
of ſociety gone unpuniſned, we. ſhould have 
been for ever unwotthy the notice of Providence, 
in not concurring with it to extirpate ſuen 
monſters from among mankind. Permit me, 
chen, to repeat the fentiment in the text, it . if 
N gelb a pit, Hall fall into it. *2 Ham ere Yo 1 
Wbatevet, therefore, the ſons of violence 
.and irmpiety may hope for; whatever proſpects 
of power, pleaſure and affluence may ſeem to 1 
await them, they are all deluſions, all the vain 
creatures of a vitiated imagination; juſtice | 
will avenge- the affronts offered to Heaven; 
and cruelty, oppreſſion, rapine, and murder, 
| hall certainly one day or other meet their juſt 
deſerta. Vain is all the {kill of a politieian to 
elude the ſearch of Omniſcience; and equally 
vin and ſrivolous is an arm of. fleſh, and all 
human power, to withſtand the juſt vengeance 
ei of 


long, nor ſuſfer the laws, of nature 140, be 
trampled upon with iĩmpunity. Noz ble bat 


% 
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of Omnipotence. hat infinite Providence which 


governs the world, by the laws of equity and 


wiſdom, will not ſuffer iniquity to triumph 


diggeth a pit, to catch unwary innocence, al 
himſelf fall into it; and he ibat breaketh a: hedge, 


violates the right of others; in the allegorical 


words of the Royal Preacher, @ ſerpent ſhall 


bite bim. Thus the God of Heaven carefully 


obſerves the conduct of mankind, permits them 


ro act agreeable to the laws of moral liberty ; 


but whenever they violate the laws of righte- 


- ouſneſs, the laws of his government, he will 
certainly puniſh them. We were not made to 


live at random, and to obey every dictate of 


unruly paſſion; this is entirely inconliſtent with 


the ſchemes of Providence. He created us to 
be happy, and deſigned that every individual 


mould proportionably contribute to heighten 


and confirm the happineſs of the whole, and to 


this end gave us a law; which, if properly ob- 


ſerved and duly obeyed, brings ſafety, peace, 


plenty, and virtue in her train: but iſ neglected, 
| 5 
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- ereren partially obeyed; cuts miſery un man- | 
ind.” Au if the; difbbedience were general, 1 
Ang bur fraud, wolenoe, rapme pie | | md motual 


diltroſt would prevail. Ant! this is the ſanction 
ns law of — ————— 
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N the conduct of huthan So NR 0 
ut with propriety; it is neceſmry to ex- 
amine the end, or conſtquenees of our actions. 
Bur chough this maxim appears ſelf-evident, 
and a due attention to ir, the only bafis of 
focial happinefs and ſecurity, yer if we rake 
a view of the world; of men, and manners; 
we mall find, 1 am perſuaded, that moſt of 
thoſe vices that diſgrace our felfow' cremores, 
flow not ſo much om a badneſs of heart, or 
[| 283 
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A2 natural propenſity to evil, as from an indo- 
lence of mind, or a prevailing inattention o 


= ſufficient 1 of he * _ life, - a 
kind of intuition, or a moral ſenſe, determin- 


, ng without the aſſiſtance of thought and reflec- 
tion, What is fight A NN be done; thus 


paying the paſſions a compliment at the ex- 
pence of reaſon, and all the nobleſt principles 

of h uſt be * 
owned, that the paſſions are a fuſficient rule 
of life, as caſes of benevolence, tenderneſs and 
love. The good heart wants no ſtimulus to 
appear god. like, to relieve the wants of di- 
ſtreſs, to heal cal the wounds of afflicklon, to 


betten ale widew., anch the orphan from, the 
lags of amrelenting oprefſion, and unfecling 

avxaricę. , But i. is a hand lefleo i in the ſchool of 
motality and religion, and.requires the ſtrongeſt 
ereniop of dur traſon co ,comport qurſelves to 
chat rule of life, inculcated; by the e 12. oy 

| text recompen/e na man evil ſor evil. The, mind, 
unuſed to che neceſſary reſtraints of 1 religion 


en here _— cry. 7. 4 
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lord. ſcing. cubu can b̃rur ir? what, in the quiet 
and inuffenſivye part of mankind to be inſulted 
at large q and ĩs / forbearance till! to plead zfor 
the offender ? Am I not agreeable to the re- 
received notions of equity, to demand an eye 
far an che; and a tooth furd a tooth; to purſue 
the object af my reſemment to deſtruction 
who has before aſſayed my ruin? Thus argues 
the man who has not ſubjected his paſſidns to 
the reſtraints of reaſon and humanity A great 
deal, however, may be faid for him, and many 
ſpecious and plaufible? arguments might be 
produced to explode the ptecept in the text. 
At preſent; however, we ſhall poſtpdrie giving. 
him an anſwer, till we have attended tothe 
pleas of ſotmie others. And; 1 {ts the politician 
ſteps forth, he. who weiglis the actions of in- 
dividuals, and the public in the ſcales of 

wiſdom of the  apoſtle's: ſentiment. Let us 
i hear him, and weigh his arguments with 
candour. He would obſerve, that in the : 
government” of \ ſtates; "Juſtice is of all the 
moſt indiſpenſible principle; that, in order to 
; | keep 


SRO N n. 
hen vp# & proper equipoiſe in ſociety; it is 
_ ents eld be 
tn accordingly. Such executive juſtice is 
neceſſaty 20 ſuppreſs villainy and oppreſſion, 


 fub/Sadithe good; otherwiſe the end of fo- 
ciety iis deſtroyed. : Thos puniſhment becomes 
 pecallify,; in order to ſecure the general wel- 
a 0 alſo with reſpect to the conduct of ono 

Kate: to anorher; avarice and ambition will not 
leave maskind long to enjoy the: ſweets of 
pee. The avaritious'will encroach, the am- 
bie dun the ſeed ol diſcord in the cabinet 
- of ;princes!;: ſet vation againſt nation 3 breale 
the hatmony: of. the world; and deſtroy, ſor a 
time the cement of humanity. Thus, as in 

- the Gift rafſe; we muſt repay the private 'offen- 
der, nil ar svil, u order to render -govern- 
mens teally uſeſul, by preſerving? the bull of 
ne people ĩa the poſſeſſion of their lives and 
_ properties: e e, in che latter caſe it be- 
mme 
1 910 : ; Re ' Weib! 18 
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2 well as the diſtributive, co animate the uſe- 
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to preſerve ourſelves from the rage of con- 


queſt and tyranny. Thus far the argument 


is conducted on principles of equiry and re- 


Tigion, and by no means affects the wiſdom 


and divinity of the apoſtle's ſentiment: for 
Chriſtian forbearance i is not a tame and ſervile 
principle, which requires us to bow the neck 
to any yoke, that the humour of another is 
pleaſed 'to ty upon it. | Religion requires us 
to eonceal no real principles of nature; it bids 
us, on the contrary, to exert them on every 


proper occaſion. We are not to ſuffer like 


thieves and murderers; it bids us be angry, bur 


fn not; 122 e. not permit our anger to de- 


generate into fevenge or malice, But he goes 
on from theſe general rules of government z in 


a variety of caſey, it becomes neceſſary to dif: 


penſe with all the rules of juſtice, as well as 


TS 


truth; (chis i is not an exaggerated picture, or 


repreſentation, but the too common maxim of 
worldly policy) hence fraud becomes neceſſary 
to hide the intentions of ſtates ; ; and when 
ance an enemy has been extarordinary for his 

Vol. II. H abilities 


ably ſucceſsful in exequting itz plans, that ir 
is our buſineſs — deſtroy, without any regard 
to principle, and act uniformly on that Ma- 
chiavelian principle, tha? all is well that end- 
well. Such, indeed, are the tos commer 
padticey of thoſe who. have the management 
of public affairs; but though. they may ſome 
une pros ſyocofifyl in the end. yer they can 
de ſupported peicher by the principles of hu- 
manity nor ſound: policy: For, firſt, if ſuch 
principles were to beeome general, all . 
vernment muſt ſoon be ſubverted by a; ge⸗ 
neral diſtruſt : And, fecondly, every ſtare, 
ſooner or later would, by ſuch practices, 
fall to contempt and infamy, and not only 
deſpiſed, but obnexjoys to all ſurrounding | 
nations ; ſo that the Apoſtle's ſentiment. ap- 


| pears got only conſiſtent with the firmeſt 


policy, bor perſective of human payment 
in general _ 

© Kecompence to ng. man evil for wi. is the ſen- 
ae. ef. D eee ming, * can an] 
4 boo 
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and inſtead of repaying them vich the bitter: 
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look the paſt condutt of an enemy in dilliefs 


. neſs of revenge, we have ſeen inſtances, hen 
2 kind and benevolent ſpirit has raiſed an 


enemy from the pit of deſtruction. How- 


ever, the practice of repaying evil fer evil is 
In no wiſe reconcileable to humanity, religion, 
or reaſon. Religion expreſaly forbids. it, un- 
der the moſt awful penalties. | If ye forgive whe 
men their treſpaſſes, neither will Gate heavenly 
Father forgive your treſpaſſes. Beſides, hu 
manity, with the greateſt+juſtice might be 
- ſaid to ſuffer long and to be kind; te. And 


by a wind and generous forgiveneſd We 


may mike a friend of him, whoy by cots 
trary behaviour, 1 * * to cx 


pul he | 
But let us hav akin objettion " - ehis 

_ amiable doctrine. The lawyer, who ſits in the 
ſeat of judgment, as the inſtrument of diſtri⸗ 
butive and: executive juſtice; he obſerves; that 
all public ſecurity depends on 44 vigorous 
exertion of the laws, and that perſon who puts 
: 1 up 
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* 
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up with a legal i inury, is pernicious to focicey? 
giving, as it were, a countenance to the viola- 


tion of public juſtice, And, indeed, there is 
one very notable. clauſe in our legal inſtitutions 
that is not only petvertive of the exerciſe of 
ſurgiveneſs, but highly injurious to ſociety; 1 
mean that ac which renders, what is called 
compounding of felony, ohe of che moſt atrocious 
5 affronts againſt the authoricy of the laws. In 

ſome caſes this may be a dangerous indulgence, 
— in general, nothing can redound more to 
che welfare of individuals. What, for in- 
Kance, can be more tyrannical than to force a 
Kind and generous ſpirit to proſecute another 
for depriving. him of a ſmall, part of his pro- 
perty to death? whereas, if the injured perſon 
was permited (according ig the laws of God) 
to receive an equivalent for the injury, it 
would anſwer all the purpoſes of juſtice. *And 
whereas, his death deprives the injured of all 
means of redreſss gives a kind ſpitit no ſatis - 


. faction, and robs ſociety. of a member, which 


* time might become n ; it is evident that 
a the 


— * 

1 —. ” 

4 | 4s” 4 o 
* | - * 2 

4 

— # 
N * 1 

Fo 1 * 
ry Wo 

9 


* 
2 * > 
%; : 4 N N —_ — A g ! 412 1 - 5 
| oF $ 4% al e444 "Ln, ' * 0 „ * 
® * j 4 = 4 N _ 
= 2 TR 

"a * ON. NA 

. KR N 


BAY 1 to exerciſe forgiveneſs in this: re- = FM 


ſpect, would upon the whole, tend to the pro- 
motiog vette wr the eee 0 bab 


liek g 50. den 8 25 
8 that Us He as 'theſe two aide 


tan produce in objection to the Apoſtle's pre- 
cept is, that in ſociety, Juſtice muſt be 3 
rouſly executed; which, by the way, admits of 
mapy.exceptions by their own conduct, ſor in 
many caſes they find it abſvlutely neceſſary o 
ſoften public juſtice by merey and compaſſion 
However, 4 do juſtly, no ſentiment of religion 
forbids, but on the contrary, enforces it in the 
ſtrongeſt manner, making the condition of 
ſal vation to conſiſt in the exerciſe of piety to- 
wards God, with juſtice! and humanity towards 
our fellow-gzeatu res. hid what doth the Lord 
thy God require of thee bur ro do juſtly,” to love 
mer, and 10 walk kumbly with thy God; or 28 
the latter part of the text expreſſes" it, pro- 
vide things honeſt C vr juſt.) in the fight of all men. 
But all that has been ſaid is no objection to 
the ſentiment adtanced in the text; for cher 
nz * 
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is this important 3 between doing 
juſtice to an offender, and recompenſing evil for 
evil; the one is, in moſt caſes abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary, and in none properly ſinful; the other 
is in no inſtance to be juſtified-: for what is 
to be underſtood by the expreſſion, recompen/e 
ta n may evil for evil ? does it mean that exe- 
 evtive juſtice ſhould be baniſhed ſociety, or 
that it ſhould be executed by none but him 
to whom vengeance belongeth ? by Ba means, 
fure, the inſtrnments of divine juſtice upon 
earch; they are neceſſary to ſtop the growth 
of vice, and to eſtabliſh peace among man- 
kind; What then are we to underſtand by the 
expreſſion ?\ If you are unjuſtly treated, de- 
ſpoiled of your property or reputation, ſeek 
not redreſs from your enemy, by acting upon 
the ſame principles; that is, repay. not evil for 
evil. If your character ſuffers. by the inju- 
rious tongue of ſcandal, do not calumniate in 
your turn; tranſgreſs not truth, in order to 
ferenge yourſelves 4 the affront; but ſup» 
„ 0p ported 
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pbrted by the confcibufneſs of not deſerving 
ſich a treatment, by « keſentment chat may 
not exceed the bounds of Chriſtian modera- 
tion 4nd forbrarttice, clear yourſelves to the 
impartial world. Or by u ntild and forgiving 
drſpoſirion, overtotye evil 4th" good. Be ſute 
not to toſs the ball of ſcandal in your turn, 
for that would be acting upon principtes that 
you condemn fit your advetfaty; or, in the 
Apoſtie's words, recompeming #vil for euil. 
Again, if the hand of oppreffion and injuſtice 
lays you low, it is fit and proper to feek redreſs 
from the diſpenſers of juſtice ; otherwiſe, by 
too ſoft and eaſy compliance with thefcaprice 
of others, all diſtinction of character and conduct 
would be deſtroyed, and the regulations of ſo- 
ciety rendered uſeleſs. But what we are to take 
heed of, when the balance of power is in our 
own hands, is not to convert it td the pur- 
poſes of revenge and oppreſſi ion ; for that, as 
1 have already obſerve, would be acting upon 
thoſe principles which we complain of and 
prolels to abhor. Hear ' what the A poſtle 

H 4 ſays, 
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ſays, in verſe 19, dearly beloved avenge not 
yourſelves, but rather give place to wrath 
for it is written, © vengeance is mine, I will 
repay, faith the Lord.” So that upon the 
whole, it appears that the commandment in 
the text has no tendency to cancel the idea, 
or prevent the execution of juſtice, but rather 
to prevent a litigious, moroſe, ilknatured, and 
revengeful diſpoſition; to unite mankind by 
bands of mutual forbearance, tenderneſs, and 
love; to induce them to behave towards each 
other, as members of the ſame great family, 
the children of the ſame father, and candi- 
dates for the ſame bleſſedneſs. The more, 
therefore, we act upon theſe principles, the more 
we conform to the ſentiment of the Apoſtle, the 
more happy mankind would be. The leſs they 
attend to it, the leſs virtue, the leſs juſtice, 
humanity, and hope there will be in the world. 
I ſhall, therefore conclude, with that admi- 
rable precept of religion, contained in the text 
and ſucceeding verſes. © Recompence to no 
man evil for eyil, provide things honeſt in 


the 
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the fight of all men; if it be poſſible, live 
at peace with all men; therefore, if thine 
enemy hunger, feed him, if he thirſt, give him 
drink, be not overcome of evil, but overcome 


evil with good.” 
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And be took them the ſame hour of the night, and 
waſhed their ſtripes, and was We b he, and all 
his, ſtraightway. 


Y a candid examination of the hiſtory of 
tbe goſpel, we ſhall find that it has ſuf- 
ſered more from the ſelfiſh intereſted views of 
mankind, than from any other cauſe whatſo- 
ever: its progreſs is more retarded, and its 
heavenly doctrines more perverted by this, 
than by any other principle. Were the pro- 
ſeſſors of Chriſtianity to indulge an open dif- 
poſition ; if in the violent purſuit of pleaſure, 
or . they breathed one ſincere ſigh, one 
honeſt 
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honeſt humane wiſh for the happineſs of their 
fellow-creatures: if the ſpirit of him they call 
lord and maſter, who never ſaw an objett of 


real diſtreſs, but he reached forth the arm of 
compaſſion to relieve him, did but animate 
their boſoms ; thoſe extended regions, peopled 
with ſlaves and favages, where ignorance and 
unſocial barbarity level the human with the 
brute creation, would have ere this, been 
cultivated by the fair hands of peace, of know- 
ledge, and of virtue, and been rendered fmi- 
ng as the gardens of God. 

But even Britons, the fons of liberty and 
ſcience, and the dread of tyrants, here in their 
turn, lord it over the heritage of Heaven, 
and inſtead of carrying the glad tidings of 
the goſpel to thoſe benighted regions; urged 
on by avarice, carry deſolation, rapine, and 
tyranny, and plant the vices of Britain in the 
ſoil of India. Ir is the ſelf-intereſted views of 
its profeſſors that prevent the heavenly cur- 
rent of Chriſtian knowledge from refreſhing all 
the corners of the earth. 


n The 
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- ſeſſed : otherwiſe the rhope 


„ flavery of the Indians 
en of their proud maſters ; and like 
he ſpirit of divination in the damſel mentioned 
in this chapter, muſt hy no means be diſpoſ- 
of their gain is 
-— gone! Does not the parallel ſtrike every mind, 
between the conduct of theſe ancient Hea- 
thens, and our modern Chriſtians, who deprive 
deings deſigned for immortality, of the know- 
kdge of, their religion, which is the greateſt 
bleſſing . beſtowed. on mankind; for we find, 
that the only cauſe which theſe ancient Hea- 
tens, had, to quarrel. with theſe . preachers 
of i righteouſneſs was, that the hope of their 
gain. Was - Sone, and they immediately made 
uſc of a ſcruple of religious conſcience, to per- 


ſecute Paul and Silas. For, when the maſters 
of the damfel,. who had the ſpirit of divination 
aw, that the hope. « of their gains was gone; 
they caught Paul and Silas, and drew them 
into the market place, unto the rulers, ſaying, 
s theſe men being Jews, do exceedingly trouble 


our city, and teach cuſtoms, which | are not 
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being Romans. Great ib Dias of the ih 
ſians l“ by this craft we get our livelitood. | 
Religion was ſoon brought as the ſubje&t of 
the diſpute, in order to ſereen an iniquitous 
deſign; and upon this, the multitude roſe up 
together againſt them, and the magiſtrates 
rent · off their cloaths, and commanded them 
to be beaten; and when they had ſo done, 
they caſt them into priſon, charging the jailor 
to keep them ſafely. But the great God who 
knows how to bring good out of evil; made 
this a ſtep to convert a whole houſehold to 
the faith; and it was brought about in ſo 
aſtoniſhing a manner, and with ſuch evident 
proofs of Divine power, that the keeper of 
the priſon, came in trembling, and fell down 
before Paul, &c. and faid; * Sirs, what muſt 
I do to be ſaved?” And they ſaid, < believe 
on the Lord ' Jeſus Chriſt,” and thou ſhalt be 
ſaved, and thy houſe.” And he took them 
the ſame hour of the night, and waſhed their 
ſtripes, and was baptized, he and all his, 
ſtraightway. We ſee here the dawnings of a 
be  __ Chriſtian 
2 
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- Chriſtian ſpirit, an humane feeling for the dil 
treſſes of others. 

©. My reaſons forchooling this portion of ſcrip- 

ture, for the ſubject of the preſent diſcourſe, is 

to examine into the ancient deſign of baptiſm, 

- the manner in which ic was performed, and 

: the ſubjefts proper for baptiſm. And in pur- 


5 ſuit of theſe examinations, I ſhall endeavour 


to: ſhew, that immerſion; or, as it is often 


called, plunging, is not the ancient and ſcrip= 
tural method of baptiſm: or, firſt, that bap- 


tim is an inſtitution borrowed - from the 


Jewiſh church. Secondly, that it is an em- 
' blematical, or figurative act. Thirdly, that 
it map, in a great meaſure, be regarded as a 
\ ſucceeding rite to circumciſion. Fourthly, that 
= infaats are capable of the privileges of the 
goſpel, as well as the children of the Jews 
were thoſe of the covenant, they are alſo 
capable of the initiating rite of baptiſm, as well 
as che rite of circumciſion. Pirſt, that baptiſm 
ia an; inſtitution, borrowed from the Jewiſh. 


bs E a Ir is proper to obſerve here, that in 
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all the diſpenfations of Providence, hg. is 
an analogy, or ſimilitude ; that the general de · 
ſign af Previdenee, under eyery, diſpenſation, 


aud b its inſtitution, is ta maks. his creas : 


| tures happy, wiſe, and good; and that the 
on methads to, make them wiſe, and good, 
and copſequendy happy, is to. ſuit the means 
ta their cireumſtances and capacities. Ia 
conſequence of theſe. reaſovings, we. find that 
the Almighty, u under the Jewiſh. diſpenſation, 
treated them as children; ag incapable of a 
refined, abſtract, and ſpiritual worlbip; and 
ſuited their religion to their capacities: he 
ordained. a vaſt variety of rites and ceremonies, 
all at the ſame time highly ſignillcant and 
emblematic. They carried in their fleſh A 
mark, (circumciſion) or ſign of the cavenant 
wade with Abraham; and as & teſtimony | that. 
ihey were 2 diſtinet people, choſen of the 
Lord, ſeparated. from the idolatrous Heathen, 
and devoted to the warthip of ane only trus 
and living God: And there, was; ſuper- 
. 0 this another very Ggnificant, rise, 


that - 


dicanncfs from moral defilement, which is re- 
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en dis a gn of their 
being clean, and holy to the Lord. 80 that 
under the new diſpenſation, baptiſm has the 
ſame general meaning and intent, as under the 
old; and ſignifies no more, than that a perſon 
is made holy, or conſecrated to the worſhip 
of one Supreme God, and Father Almighty, 
and an emblem of that purity of intention, 


that uprightneſs of heart, that holineſs, or 


Wo quired of every Chriſtian. So that our Savi- 


our eſtabliſhed in his church no new: rite or 
ceremony, but only continued two of the an- 
_ cient rites, 1 mean Baptiſm, and the Lord's 
Supper. Baptiſm, as I have already obſerved, 


to ſucced circumciſion; and the Lord's Supper, 
no more than the eating of the paſſover, with 


| the objec or intention changed, Let us, faith 


the apoſtle, keep the feaſt, not with old leaven, 
neither with the leaven of malice, but with 
the unleavened bread of lincerity and truth, 
Since, therefore, neither our Saviour nor 
the Baptiſt, inſtituted the rite of baptiſm, 
. but 


l @ 0% *xait; 
. But only adopted an ancient 8 „ 
worth while t6'obſerve the manner in which it 
was performed in the Old Teſtament: and it 
is highly neceſſary for” us ſtill to carry in dur 
minds that under the Old and New Tefta- 
ment it is conſtantly” > ot as”a — 
rr purifying M 
The Apoſtle to che West ibm us, in 
hat the Jewiſ diſpenſation conſiſted. Heb. 
vil. 10. That it food only in meats and 
drinks, and divers "waſhings, and carnal” or- 
| dinances,” "Where diverſe waſhings / may, 
and ooght to have been rendered, divers 
baptiſms, various ſorts | or modes of bap- 
95 tiſm. And we find, from a proper exami- 

nation” "of the rites of the Old Teſtament; 


that theſe divers baptiſms conſiſted: chiefly in# "6 


ſprinkling ; pouring out water; and ſome- 
times, but very ſeldom, in plunging the whole 
| body under water: and farther, that when a 
perſon was ſprinkled, or had water W 
out upon him, it was always done by a prieſt; | 
" when the latter was made uſe of, it 
Vor. II. 1 was 
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was the nth own a, no. prieſt had any 
deres. __ plunged or 
baptized himſelf. 
(UF Ns already obſerved, that So ellos 
 id&a uffied to baptiſm, under the old and new 
diſpenſation, was that of purifying or cleanſ- 
ing. Under the Chriſtian, how were believers 
_ "cleanſed or ſeparated from unbelievers ? by 
_ | baptiſm. Under the old; how were the priefts 
and Kitts pinto and ſeparated to the 
Lord? in the ſame manner; not by plung- 
ing, but by ſprinkling. Numb. viii. 6. J. 
. Take the Levites from among che children 
of 'Urael, and eleanſe them. And thus ſhalt 
thou do unto them: Sprinkle water of puri- 
hun Jong them :“ And the law was only 
u figure of the good things of the goſpel; 
ede in 9. „ Which was a. figure for the 
tine chen preſent: "Heb. xi. For the law 
| having 4 Thadow of good things to come.” 
And, again, Heb. viii. 5. Who ſerve unto 
ttmtke example, and ſhadow of heavenly things.” 
I u, the law was a type of theignſpel, and 
. 58 ; „iin 


” 


bload upon the people; and St. Paul al- 
ludes to this; ſpeaking of wine in the holy 
ſupper, which wWas an emblem, &c. This 
18 . blood of the New. Teſtament, ned 
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as; rites a\figute :of the inſtitutions: of the 


Cdꝛriſtian religion zwe may then infer that Chris. 
ctians ate, au St. Peter, 1 Epiſt. ii. g. obſerves; 
| CY ſpiritual houſebold, a holy prieſthood, to 


offer up ſpititual ſacrificeg; are to be cleanſed 


& and ſet apart from unbelievers, by the ſame 
ceremony as. the prieſts under the law were. vo 


be ſet apatt by baptiſm, or the Sling 


mater of purifying upon them. f 

N Again, when any u of the By ON un- 
clean by touching a dead body, a bone, or a 
grave; the method inftituted by God for 
cleanſing or purifying, was: „He ſhall purify 


himſelf. on the third day, and on the ſeventh 


day be ſhall be clean; the water of ſepara- 


tion ſhall be ſprinkled upon him, and this 
Was to be a ſtatute for ever.“ When Moſes). 

ſet | apart, or conſecrated the Jewiſh peo- 
ple, he made an offering, and ſprinkled the 


12 or 
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or KO c. If we examine the gad chap- 
ter of Iſaiah, we ſhall find an evident pro- 
phecy, concerning the baptiſm of the Chriſtian 
world. And Ezekiel, chap. 361 ſtrongly 
alludes to that rite. 1 will take you from 
among the heathen.” Then will 1 fprinkle 
elean water upon you, and you ſhall be clean.“ 
And when the choſen people were led out of 
Egypt, they were not only ſprinkled with 
water, and the blood of beaſts; but as the 
Apoſtle to the Corinthians obſerves; they 
were all baptized unto Moſes, by the cloud, 
and by the ſea: no advocate for dipping can, 
tom this paſſage, aſſert they were overwhelmed 
by a cloud, or plunged in the ſea. The ſea 
went back, and they paſſed over upon dry 
land: and the only idea we can form of 
being baptized by a cloud, muſt be, that 
de ſea, by its violent agitation, threw up 
ſuch a watry miſt, as reſembles à gentle 
mower: and inſtead of incommoding, "their 
. in that ne nm 
them. 3 e If eee 
nr — ; From 
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pre theſe. candderations;: it is very; evi- 
4 that ſprinkling, or pouring out Water 
upon perſons: and things, was the antient rite 


of conſecration : the method by which they 


were made clean and holy to the Lord 3 and alſo 


a ceremony of initiating a heathen within the 
pale of the Chriſtan church. The Apoſtle, terms 


theſe ſprinklings, baptiſms, as I have already 
obſerved; and they were always conſidered as 
ſuch by the writers of the New Teſtament. 
The intention, or moral affixed to the idea of 


baptiſm, under the Chriſtian diſpenſation, is 


the baptiſm of the Holy Spirit. * indeed 


baptize you with water; but there cometh 


one after me, who ſhall baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit, and with fire.” The prophet 


Joel beautifully foretels the effuſion | of the 


ſpirit, under the emblem of the early and latter 
rain: and 1 John, Epiſ. ii. expreſsly calls 


the Holy Ghoſt, repreſented by the baptiſmal 


water; the unction, or anointing. Baptiſm, 
by ſprinkling, or pouring, is a ſignificant and 
lively emblem of this unction; whereas, in 
< ox EL ER, I 3 . 
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John was as W Enon, becauſe tiers 
was much water but this does not imply t that 


' he baptized the multitude by dipping, for 


there were many other neceſſary and impor- 


tant viſes for mahy waters in that place, beſides 


dipping the multitude, © Other weighty and juſt 


- cauſes, hy John ſhould chooſe” this well- 
watered" and fruitful country, for the ſcene of 


his miniſtrations. Let it be confidered how 


valuable and ſcarce water was in thoſe parts; 


How hot the climate! how numerous the 


_crouds, which flocked to John's baptiſm! from 


what diſtant parts they came! how long they 


tarried to hear his inſtructions! for the mere 
Act of baptiſm, was the leaſt part of Joht's 
 _ rhiffion, and the people's end in flocking to 
Rim. Let theſe” things be "conſidered, and 


chere will appeat many reaſons why he ſhould 


chooſe this part for the place of his preaching, 


Kc. and it may not be here improper to ob- 


e that ſeveral circumſtances were. unfa- 


vourable 


* 


| $22 M O N T. ii 
voutable to the dipping of the people in this 
place; we cannot well ſuppoſe they were all 
| naked; that they had all a change of raighent, | 
undrefied, and put on dry apparel ; is ie 
bable, from the vaſtneſs of the multitude 3 the 
openneſs of the country, and the great diſtance | 
whence they came; and that they ſtood in 
their wet garments to hear John's doctrine, 
and travelled in them many miles to their 
home, is abſurd. Nor will the circumſtance 
of Philip and the eunuch, going down unto 
the water, and comiag up from it, prove that 
he there dipped him. For, as waters run in 
valleys, they might go down from the chariot 15 


to the rivuler, (for geographers find. but = 


little ſtreams there) and be baptized, by | 


pouring water ; and from thence go up. to jr : 


the chariot .again, in the moſt perfect con- 
ſiſtence with this account of the matter. 


80 when the people of Judea, are ſaid to - 


be baptized of John, in the river Jordan; 
and that Jeſus, when baptized came out, 


or from the water: it by no means appears 
0 14 that 


91 wr 


as figurative of moral purity, and in the 
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chat they were plunged under it; for it being 
the cuſtom in thoſe countries to wear only 
ſandals | on their feet, and waſhing- theſe 
being among them a very delightful and fa- 
miliar thing; the going into the water to 
have it poured on their heads, is extremely 


natural and probable. Can it be ſuppoſed that 
the jailor and his whole family, who were 
taught, converted, and baptized about mid- 
night, without any previous preparation for 
the ceremony, had it done by dipping? eſpe- 
cially as Saul, from faſting, was ſo much en- 
feebled, and as it was in the depth of winter, 
And, laſtly, can it he ſuppoſed, that the 3000 


. mentioned; Acts ii. 41. were converted and 


plunged in one day? we may conclude there- 
fore, as water under the Jewiſh law, was uſed 


Chriſtian ceremony of baptiſm adopted from 
that uſage; and ſprinkling being the only 


way in which a prieſt was ever known 
to uſe it; that it vas the practice of 
John, _ was of a prieſtly race, and of 


þ  _ others 
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others who baptized, not to have plunged 


men under water, but ſprinkle or Pour water 
on them, according to the familiar prac” 
| tice of that rite. in the church. What re- 
mains of this ſubje& to be diſcuſed, muſt be 
reſerved for another opportunity, 


p34 de 


. 


ACTS XI. 33. 
| And he took theks the ſame hour of the night, and 


' waſhed their ſtripes; and was n he and all 
dis, * =» 


- 


N the former part of this diſcourſe, we 
endeavoured to ſhew, that baptiſm is an 
11 <4 45G borrowed from the Jewiſh church; 
and an emblematical, or figurative act. It 
remains now to prove, that it ought to be 
regarded, as a ſucceeding rite to circumciſion ; 
and that infants are capable of the privileges 
of the goſpel, as well as the children of the 
Jews of the privileges of the covenant. Cir- 
cumciſion was the initiating rite under the 

Old 


i t M "rv: wy 
Old Teſtament; for the coventiit' is called 
- the covenant of circumeiſion; and eireumci- 
ſion on the other hand, is called, Rom. v. 
u. the ſeal? of the rightecuſpeſs of faith; 


ſith, or mie ebediende, betg che en 


dition of the covenant, which God made 
with Abraham. It alſo ſignified the circum- 
ciſion of the heart; Deut. x. 16. and xxx. 6. 
Rom. ii, 28, 29. It anſwered every end as. 
properly and effectually under the law, a8 

baptiſm does under the goſpel. Circumeiſion, 
- therefore, could not be a type of baptiſm, 
but was merely ſucceeded by it, as one ab- | 


ſolute ordinance, or poſitive inſtitution, does 


in the place of another. Beſides, baptiſm is 
irſelf of Jewiſh inſtitution, under the Old 
Teſtament; and by conſequence could not 
be typified by circumciſion: nay, they were 
ſometimes uſed together in the Jewiſh church, 
and made the ceremony of ' initiating proſe- 
tes under the law; as our Saviour made it 

the only ceremony of initiating e un- 


eee en 
| ; I hall 
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5 1 al ny. proceed to the laſt thing pro- 
| Paſed, which is to ſhew, that infants. are ca- 


_ . pable of che privileges of the goſpel, as well 


as the children of the Jews of the privileges 
of the covenant. - God commanded infants to 
be circumciſed, as well as adult perſons; and 
| ſurely, if they are capable of circumciſion, 
they are alſo capable of baptiſm. For the 
two covenants of cireumciſion and baptiſm, 
are in ſubſtance the ſame, and therefore if 
che initiation of infants was then no abſurdity, 
it can be none now; eſpecially if they werr 
admitted into the church, when the entrance 
was more grie vous, and not without blood, j 
how unreaſonable is it to aſſert, that they are 
now incapable of admiſſion into it, when the en- 
trance is made eaſy, and more agreeable io the 
weakneſs'of a tender creature? It is ſaid, that 
iofants are incapable of baptiſm, becauſe they 
cannot anſwer the ends of it; they cannot un- 
derſtand the goſpel, or profeſs their faith, or 
ſubmit to baptiſm out of their on choice; nor 
can Dev have their faith and hope farther 
Hof? | ſtrengthened 
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arguing appears to me rather weak and fallaci- 
ous, becauſe it makes no diſtinctions between 
a ſtrict inſtitution by God, for one or a'few 

ends, and preciſely for perſons of one ſort; 

and an inſtitution of latitude, for ſeveral ends, 
and for. different ſorts of perſons, differently 
qualified for thoſe ſeveral ends. Our Saviour 
was baptized, who was leſs capable of baptiſm 
than infants poſſibly can be; for John baprized 
with the baptiſm of ſalvation, and thereby 
ſealed to the people the remiſſion of their 
ſins. Now our Saviour was without ſin, and 
yet he was baptized: which ſhews that 
man, who is capable of ſome ends of bap- 
tiſm, may be baptized, though he be not ca- 
pable of the reſt. It is moreover reflecting 
on the wiſdom of God, becauſe God com- 
manded children to be circumciſed; though 
all the ends of eircumciſion could not be an- 
ſwered by them; and there lies the ſame ob- 
jection againſt infant circumciſion as againſt 
infant baptiſm. And as children are capable 

Dein of 
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e dare. and privileges of Chriſtianity, 
hr buld not the fign of thoſe benefits and 
ee ane _ n e 
beſare be was able uten COT. 

terms of the covenant; were: And will any 

Vo commanded a fagliſh thing 115 
The Anabaptiſts allow, that the New Teſta- 
ment does not exclude infants, by an | expres 
prohibition: but they pretend it was Chriſt's 
intention, that none but grown perſons ſhould 

| be. baptized; becauſe. \the goſpsl-requires that 
perſons to be baptized, ſhould. be taught. 
The reaſon to me appears plain; it as neceſ- 
ſany the doctrines of the goſpel ſhould be 
preached to adults; and the ceremony, of bap- 
tiſm proved that they received thoſe dofrines; 
but When they were initiated by it, and Chriſ- 
©  tjanicy gained grouad among them, it as, not 
neceſſary that rheir children ſhould wait til! 
they were grown up before they vere bap- 
3 ainad ta from their — they were to be 
bg „ 5 e 
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inſtructed in Chriſtian doctrines, and 
of baptiſm of courſe could not be too early 


made uſe of, were it only as a pledge or con - 
ſtirmation of that religion; and it can no more 
be proved that grown perſons only ſhould be 


baptized, from the requiſition in the goſpel 
that perſons to be baptized, ſhould be taught, 


than that from the Apoſtles words, 2 The. 


ii. 10. none but grown . perſons ſhould. eat; 
for he ſays : If any would not work, neither 
. ſhould they eat; and children from: their in- 
capability, would of courſe be denied it. Had 
God, in the days of David, ordered ſome 


tions, ſaying, he that believeth, and is cireum- 


eiſtd, and baptized; ſhall be ſaved; but he 


that believeth not ſhall be damned; would. theſe 
have circumciſed and baptized only grown 
perſons, contrary to the practice of the Jewiſh 
church? had twelve men preached the goſpel 


in the Indies; ſaying, he that believeth and 


is baptized ſhall be ſaved: would thoſe men, 


* think 
EG, 4 — 0 : 


the, rite 


- prophets, to go and preach the law to all na- 


e * in the * of infant baptiſm, 


W - #4 e's <1 1, 
think it Was God's intention, that mne £ 
mould be excluded?” certainly not, and by 'A 
parity of reaſon, the Apoſtles” could not ſo 
underſtand their commiſſion, as to baptize 
8: - none but grown perſons." Since, therefore, our 
*  S$ividurthis not expreſsly, or otherwiſe: ex- 
| duded i infants ; but by his command to bap- 
de all comprehended them; we muſt con- 
clude, that it was extended to children, as well 
as actual believers. The oppoſers of this opi- 
nion, put the greateſt ſtreſs upon the words 
of our Saviour, Mark xvi. 16, He chat 
believeth, and i is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; but 
if they were to conſider the next words, they 
would find that infants are not at all con- 
cerned in them, becauſe it follows; © but 
he that believeth not ſhall be damned.“ 
The fame want of faith, which here excludes 
them from "baptiſm, muſt- alſo exclude them 
from" falvation. Wherefore it is plain, that 
the believing or not believing in that 
text, ought only to be underflood of ſuch, 
aus are in a capacity of hearing and be- 
„„ OR ; lieving 
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-hieying: the! goſpel s that is, of grown perſons 
Juſt» as the words of John iii. 36. He chat 
6 believeth on the ſon of Gad hath everlaſting 
[lif6, but he that believeth not ſhall not Tee 
life, but the wrath of God abideth in him. 
Fiarther, what are eto underſtand by the 
apoſtolic: commiſſion, go and preach the g 
pel to all creatures, if children, as well 
grown perſons are not included? the chil- 
.dren of bebic vers | were: reckoned;a part af the 
church, and portion of the inheritance of 
Jeſus; and they ay be conſidered as ſuch 
with a great deak of propriety; for as they grew 
up in ſtature and in knowledge, under the 
care of tenden helieving parents, they grew 
up alſo in the belief and practice of Chriſti- 
ranityec Lydia was baptized and her houſe- 
hold ; it is at leaſt probable, that ſome of 
them were to young to underſtand the myſ- 
teries of the goſpel; and the; Syriac tranſla- 
tion renders the paſſage: | ©. And N was 
© baptized and her children.?“ 
Dube point in diſpute, if properly n 
| — known as it ought, is not whether infants 
Vox. II. 42 are 
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are capable of baptiſin ; but-whether any per- 
ſon, whatever age he is of, is capable of it, 
unleſs he has a full comprehenſive knowledge 
-of the Chriſtian ſcheme of redemption. And 
how very few of thoſe who are declared fir 
"for baptiſm by our adverſaries; can give us a 
_eaſon'tof the hope that is in them? How 
ry few of them can give us a reaſon why 
they believe, rather not believe the goſpel ? 
How very few men; as well as the moſt inex- 
perienced child, who need not to be taught 
hat are the firſt principles of the oracles of 
+ God? I would aſk, in the next place, what 
- "advantages ariſe from baptizing grown perſons, 
ſiuperior to infant baptiſm? Do the truths of 
Cgdriſtianity appear in a ſtronger light, or 

comes it to the heart with greater conviction 
to him that is baptized when he he is old, 
than to him who has received it in his in- 
fancy? Does the obligation of holy living, of 
2 circumſpect and virtuous converſation, ap- 
pear ſtronger to the one, or the other, purely 
on account of the difference in the times of 
their baptiſm? Is one more acceptable to 
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God? or, in other words; is cs a better 
Chriſtian on this account? 1 apprehend no 
one will be abſurd enough to aſſert, that 
this is the caſe. As the Apoſtle Paul 
hath ſhewn, neither the circumciſion of the 
Jew, nor baptiſm of the Chriſtian, would 
ſtand him in any ſtead; unleſs their conduct 
correſponded to their profeſſion, and they 
preſerved a conſcience void of offence. 
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To him that is | aflited, vity ſhould * thewed from 
his friend. 


UCH is the ſtate .of men in this life; 

their days loaded with a variety of troubles 
and diſtreſſes; ſo precarious their enjoyments ; 
ſo. uncertain their hopes; that there is a 
conſtant demand for the exertion of the 
friendly and humane affeCtions. But while 
we view the circle of kuman woe, we may 
1 | eaſily 
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eaſily obſerve that the tear of compaſſion and 


friendſhip alleviates: our grief, and ſoftens our 


ſortow ; we find ſome relief from the pity of 
ſurrounding friends," even when we are laid 
upon the bed of languiſhing and pain: and 
fince this is the caſe; ſince we have it in our 
power to adminifter ſome comfort to our 
fellow · creatures, under the burthen of afflie- 
tion, it then naturally becomes a duty; for, to 
him that is afflicted, pity ſhould be ſhewn 
from his friend. But what is this tribute we 
ſnould pay to affliction? does it conſiſt in a 


melancholy countenance, or a momentary tear, 
or the parade of outward mourning? Form, 


and cuſtom require this; pride may ſhew ſuch 
a" pity às this to its friend; and the world is 
ſeldom backward to exhibit ſuch proofs of 


ſottow. But in general, mankind wear little 
more than the ſemblance of grief, while pity is 


perhaps a ſtranger to their breaſts. The prieſt and . 
Levite, when they ſaw the condition of the man, 
in the parable, that had fallen among thieves, ; 
Mach not, perhaps entirely ſuppreſs the warm 

K 9 Ted! ſeelings 
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| feelings of humanity ; they doubtleſs ſelt ſme 


emotions of pity. But it was the good Sama - 
ritan alone, that realized, and diſplayed the 


excellence: of this divine affection. He, with 
4 ſoul truly great, a ſtranger to the raneour 
of party, viewed him as an objelt of com- 


paſſion and pity; he conſidered him as a 
man, and as ſuch demanding all offices of 


tenderneſs and friendſhip ; he conſidered him- 
ſelf not as purſuing his own. intereſt, diſtinct | 


ſrom that of all others; but as a link of the 
yaſt chain which holds the world together, 


to the happineſs of which he ought to. con- 
tribute. as to a fund from which his own aroſe. 
But how very different from this the general 
conduct of mankind i if fortune ſmile. upon 
us, if wealth and honor are the companions 
of our lives; we | hail the proſperity of each 


other; we croud to ſound forth our praiſes, 


and intrude our good offices where they are 
neither aſked for, nor wanted. Riches and 


power want not the aſſiſtance of underſtand- 
ing and virtue to command friends, or eſta- 
bm a character; the fawning tribes will over- 


look 
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looks their folly; ſoften their vices, an 
reputation without any foundation in wiſe! 
dom and truth. But if circumſtances are 
changed, we change the whole ſcene alſo; 
and he who was the child of fortune, who 
lived in eaſe, affluence and honout, is brought 
to the valley of affliction, ſurrounded with ne- 
glect and piteous inſult. This then is the 
ſeaſon to exert our offices of friendſhip; this 
is the time to ſhew eſteem, and prove uſeful; 
not by mere aſſurances of good will, not bj 
utteting ſentences of pity, which the head 
temembers more than the heart feels, and 
which ſerve more to point out happineſs rather 
than to remove it; but by an actual endeavour; 
areal. exertion, however triffing, to do good, 
and improve our nnn on inn 
juſt and benevolent. 
This change of attention to each 3 . 
a change of cireumſtances is too common not 
to be daily obſerved; and thoſe who have 
known ſuch reverſes in liſe, have reaſon to 
_ out © with Job; My brethren, my Lien 
194 K 4 
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"i give! 
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have 
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- haves dealt deceitſully; as a brobk, and as 4 
fiream'of brooks they paſb away. They will 


teturm no more to his houſe, neither ſhall his 


place know them 1 paths of 
their way are turned aſide, chey ſee his caſt- 


8 ing down and are afraid.“ eee i % 


The offices of benevolence art evidently our 
duty. It is the voice. of nature that to him 
that is afſlicted, pity ſhould be ;hewn from 
his friend.“ Not the mere paſſion, but pity 
ripened; to acts of beneſicence and charity. 
The uſe I would therefore make of this por: 
tion of ſcripture is, to encourage a ſpirit of 
benerolence in all of us; for whatever humane 

impreſſion the Almighty has left upon our 
| hearts; yet like other paſſiam which lead to 
virtue, without our ow oonſtant endeavours 
to refreſh and confir n them, they are too 

apt to be weakened” by indolence, or over- 
.- powered by ſelt· intereſted regards, and our 
views are often imperſect and often fullied 
by il · directed paſſions. We can never, there · 
fore nne too much to the cul⸗ 
1 a 858 * 4  tiyation 
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rivation.of ſuch Abet, as csi whati 
it is called in the goſpel, charity the moſt; 
ſtriking ! the, moſt ãmiable charaReriſtic of the 
religion of Jeſus; of human nature itſelf. 
Upon this occaſion,” while we are commemor, 


rating a mouruſul inſtance of affliction and. 


ſorrowy a heavy and grit vous diſpenſation in 
family can it abe thought uſeleſs to incul- 
cate' ſo neteſſaryna principle as pity Can 
we look back and view a family abſorbed i in 
afſtiction ; a good father and mother languiſh- 
helpleſs and numerous offspring and at laſt 
virh; chat reloctance which ariſes from parental 
6 : affection, quitting their, hold of liſe; con- 
ſigned to the bed of earth, amidſt the tears 
of helpleſs orphans and ſympathiſing friends. 
Can we tack! back on ſuch an inſtance of 
afflict ion; without compaſſion, and a with to do 
all in our power to aſſiſt them? indulge it 
then; it is a humane, a divine paſſion, that 
never beads aſtray to the paths of diſſipatibn, 
folly or in; but on the | contrary refilies tha 
ige | | heart; 
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heart, eaſes it of the tumult of irregular de- 
ſites} humanizes every ſentiment, clears the 
mind ſrom every bias of revenge, : malice, or 
il nature; and conſecrates it to the exerciſe 
With the higheſt reaſon, the Royal Preacher 
Hnirtns, that it is better to go to the houſe of 
mourning, than to the houſe of ſeaſting. The 
houſe of feaſting may produce a momentary, 
rapture; it may make the eyes to ſparkle and, 
che heart to be joyous: but amidſt jollity and 

noiſr, our virtues may be weakened 1) and 
e oſten has it happened, when paſſion has 
loſt the curb of reaſon, that every principle 
of religion, prudence, juſtice, and compaſſion, 

_ _ have been loſt in the buſtle of company, and 
tte hutry of ill- managed merriment ! But in 
the houſe of mourning, the heart receives 

every impreſſion that is calculated to make 
1 1 with Wege humanity, e and 
religion. Lp eee e ene 0-2 3T tuds 
Let 660 - converſe with affliction; va 
howenet Ye it is what, we muſt all do, 
N ſooner 
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| ſooner or later; it is a ſubject that will one 
day or other exerciſe the prudence, the courage. 
and virtue of each of us; for man is born to 
affliction, and from trouble none of us FP 
be exempted; but we ſhall. all be tried and 
exerciſed thereby. Then how pleaſing - will 
be the look of compaſſion ? what relief will 
then the ſmalleſt offices of friendſhip be to 
us? And if ſuch be our ſentiments, when 
loſt in trouble and affliction ourſelves; | we 
muſt - conclude, that the diſtreſſed have: a claim 
upon us, for all the good we can render 
them. The objects of our compaſſion in par- 
ticular at this time, are a train of young and 
helpleſs orphans. The houſe of feaſting all 
around them utters forth its joy, and merri- 
| ment; and reſounds with the effuſions of hearts 
at eaſe, while they feel no enjoyment, but go 
heavily along, burdened with ſorrow and grief 
for the loſs of their only ſupport, their tender 
and affectionate parents. 
Let theſe conſiderations inſpire us 8 a 
generous pity. for them, and let us conſider 
0 that 
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act of generoſity, but of 


_ Infticez/ which out fellow creatures in diſtreſs 


ought 20, receive, from us, deal ee ve 
. we ought to ſnew. Funn 4 1 
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N has to be real Ot, it is netel. 
fary to be really good men. Chriſtians, 
indeed, fignify fuch” as acknowledge the 
truth of the goſpel revelation, and ſincerely 
at up to its ſacred inſtitutions, But it 5s 
not ſufficient that we are good by tarts; 
that we perform a generous, " benevolent, 
and virtuous action now and then; we 


muſt be ſtedfaſt, immoyeable, and always 
e abound- 


9 7 


1 
8 
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— in that which is virtuous and 
praiſe worthy; we muſt maintain the ſame, 
even ſteady and good character through all 
' the various ſcenes of life; we muſt perſevere 
in well doing to the end, and always pre- 
ſerve &-conſcience . void of, Pence, gotwith- 
| ſtanding the various tem ptations and ally re- 
ments of fin. 

I am very ſenſible of the difficulties that at- 
tend a courſe of virtue and religion. The 
paſſions are ſtrong, eſpecially when once they 
receive the impreſſions of vice. And the world 
affords a thouſand nameleſs pleaſures to entice 
the heedteſs arid unwary from the paths of 
religion. But there is not only a probability, 
but an undoubted certainty, that if we fight 
the good fight of faith with fincerity and re- 
ſoꝛlution, we ſhall overcome; that if we care- 
ſully endeavour to recommend ourſelves to 
God, in order to obtain a future, and everlaſt- 
ing ſalvation, we ſhall ſucceed to the utmoſt 
of our moſt ſanguine expectation. Ie is a lin- 
* mind, a firm OG with the- con- 


F : 2 — g . 1 & > „ * * curring 
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during influence of Providence, 3 that * 


alone neceflary to form * for e 2 

. happineſs... . 
But for this end it is highly aſeful 5 ne 

ceſſury, that we ſhould frequently review. thoſs 
incentiyes to virtue, which reaſon and eve 
N afford. The 0 one preſents us, with the 
proptiety and amiableneſs, while the. other 
holds to our view, the bleſſed conſequences ; 
of a fiacere attachment t to religion. The one 
bids us be yirtuous, and to attain the. charac- 
ter of good men; for it is highly becoming, 

and to the laſt degree reaſonable and juſt ; 
the other inculcates piety and gratitude | HR. 
God, juſtice, truth, and beneyolence to men, 4 
becauſe theſe. alone. are the conditions. of bap- : 
pineſs and falvation. A being who would act, 
according to the dictates, of reaſon, would pay 
*. great regard to the duties of religion, even 
wichour the motives of revelation ; 1 but how 
is his, zeal enlivened and enlarged, when he 
finds that his duty i is his ; intereſt, that what i is 
moſt rational, is likewiſe moſt profitable ? for 

7 | 2 be 
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Ye de che The ſbhowers of Chriſt in Every 


n 3 n ir ON xv, 
ye thut encfüreth' to che end, the ſame Tall 


* and i in every elime, that confotm to his 

_ *examiple and fincerty? obey the precepts. of 
} Weber 3s # regular cburſe of Virtue und 
Ibbegrity, cl” Hedveh chan es the ede bf 
mie, and d. Aude them t o another Rate, 
Yay depend chat Infinite Fulſice will'have an 
invärlable regard to truth and equity, und Di- 


Vize $oodnels complet their future hippiheſs. 


He that endureth to the end mall be ſavell, and 
"SPtehit'cominudnce' it well. doing t be 
rewarded with eternal fe. Bur let i it be ob. 


erted that enduring to the end, means not 


do the final Pero of exiſtende; ber ik wr 
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bet a Taft rhouglit eto live A 
endigfs ages; bot a Glitary, recluſe, vndbm- 


dle being g. Lt x 15 
Wieb by dane et pichfut 5 beate worthy 
of 


— 


Cr. _—_ „ PS 7p _” SC IT RR 


Cad 2 the conditibris required! in i he” 80. 
5 * e and 15 12 


made truly defire- 8 


ene tee Cre 4s ik the ths 


— 
— 


| 8 R M ON. C 146 
of a creature exalted and dignified with rea- 
ſon, in company with the moſt virtubus, the 
beſt and moſt perfect aheings, and: particu- 
larly bleſſed with .the# beatific preſence f 
the God of nature; the ſource of all per- 
fection, and the author of all happineſs. How 

exceedingly thankful. mould we de for ſuch 
motives as theſe: to virtue and goodneſs, deri- | 
ved from. the pins K en. wy goſpel 
of brit! : to e thn ** 

Virtue i in the Chriſtian od is en to 
the uncertain, hope of a reward. There are 
no clouds of ſuperſtition that overſhadow and 
datken the proſpect 1 no doubts to ſlacken 
our progreſs ; in the path of falyatjon ; - nor is 
the. reward | ſo inconſderable as to leave any . 
room to. doubt, whether Heayen, and future 
happineſs, ſhould. be the end and aim of 
Chriſtians, or the preſent tranſient enjoyments_ 
of this life diert our thoughts from uncertain” 
future jo 5c yo, 8s ſome affect to call. them? No; * 
the Ned 8 . 2.944 


ard is certain, if by the virtues in 
which chin: is 'Gxemplificd and I lay <d, * 
Ver. 11. . K a LI. FF 10 þ we 


7 


- 


—_ 
vr render ourſelves worthy. of it, and equally 
- worth the pains of a moſt ardent. purſuit. 


” - 
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Ache God of Hewen created us with the 


moſt benevolent deßgut, with views worthy 
vl a god; he made us to be happy, and in 
that ſenſe, we ma 
or the kingdom of Heaven. But k is poſſ- 
ble to forfeit our title to theſe invaluable poſ- 


A . 


mar be ſaid to be born heirs 


#fions, which are infinirely more excellent 
than all the treaſures of a thouſand Indies. 


It muſt, therefore, be of the utmoſt import- 


ance to examine. the foundation on which we 


With regard to the heritage of Gocke 
People; or that life and ſalvation prom tomiſed 


in "tte goſpel , Revelation ceacherh, | that 


Adam forfeited, and we have loft all title to 


y itrimortality ; nay, ' we have ourſelves: fotfeit- 


ed our claim to that A privilege, hav- 


ta ty © wh, ile ig tequs law of 
n 00 : 1 75 mas gr 
* Mes, 1 pal 

e 15 &, 


: in the goſpel, and in cheit own: patures highly 
realboable; ,and;;good; The conditions are 


wl be. accepted, and his perſeverance in vir- 
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1 c thoſe; thar en ober him: For 
che. Apoſtle ,ohſerves, s in Adam, All, die, 

even ſſo jo, Chriſt) * e But it 
is; upon certain conditions chat, we are to obs 
tuin this great, ſalvation: They are ſpecified 


Sopcifely ſummed up in the text; . He, that 
endureth unto the end dull be ſaved.” He 
that continues, to ac, 48 the goſpet directs 


(whigh;4s. didued.. by Infinite wiſdom), and 


Poier ves, us violated. the native integrity of 
his rtlindþ- atleaſt when he: has violated it, 


heartily iepeots af his paſt conduct, and en- 


ö dravours to pay @'chearful and uniyerſal obedi- 


bne&/201the:ilaws, of Heaven; his ſincerity 


me rewardetÞ wich everlaſting! life and happi- 
nen. Fhus hark the great. Redeemer of the 
world fully aſcertained* the immortality of the © 


vighteols» abd/;godd! man, upon the reaſon}. 


able aud wil condition oof ' perſeverance in 
vircdel His: words are (and they ſhall cer - 
L 2 tainly 
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Uh be c abe Ee te findern 
td thb end fall be re Bat A fhecel- 
dry tb this impbftund pufpeſel ttõdt-e Hovld 
de Kithful"viito Feath 3" beczufr cho. glſoi- vi- 
pline and? trial ure pst fiibed but by death. 
Age bew. reuſbnable- ach e coiHDaRdN ho- 
Vile dhe limhdnction:? For tite happlgefßb of 
Nen muſt *neceflatily be f reſult f gd 
Wkoßtn ad. afeRions of'?yittve anch reli 
Sion. Let us then be eſfeckually refowed to 
| erte me teac WP We» large ut 
tegerd t er. Tpecies of Sonnet 5 let 

che day of grace! be well inpropedj-citt che 

night of death cloſes the ſecne o/ all (dom la- 
bour, our” anxidty; and probation. This life | 
will not laſt ſon over 4:more. important; and 
everlaſting trat will ſcon take place, - where 
our conditions iſha}l/ be: Hererminetd; according | 
to juſtice and equity. And how grateful will 
de the changer co thoſe ho havg nate a 

prowiſion fort hown dblightful; willb it l be 
1 100k: forward to tlie tinviſible»workd with 


that happy confidence which religion inſpires! 
8 vie 181 98 4 ; from 
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the whole ig obſervable, the ee 


. jon,  berween,. 1 | and, b 4 500 Wl 
thas our. ESE Tos Father expects no ſervice 
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from, US. My at %e 3 15 l1_abundand ly UF 

eh He hy, POL e 
ayes. * Indeed nththu 1 lam and j imp piery 
0 70: Ty uus 8 ; 
inity in ther odious lights; 


have. painted, 
1 * Sang 1 91 fl; 
4 that he. reaps W here he has not ſown, and ga- 
the reth where Me 1 not. But theſe ue 
#1 ; Mts Nah BLOW 


un uſt re rep rele n Nations of the, Father of ir mercies, | 
be ly a5. uni rm, {tcdf; jt rae teverin 
Mig 8 ne ing 
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of us t it is from a 
we is Fes uir J. off, . by is from 
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con —.— and 1 1 5 ſufeieht to coun- 
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rerballince every thing we can hazard or ſuffer 


br M1159 a - 

by it, rt 1 0e 0b. ee us 
* r er 18 12051: 49710 

on and at the end o our days we ſhal ob. 


* _ 42]. f 1.6 k C: 
a e end: 1 ' of our. kd delicy, the crown of 
dur f We 5 even che eternal falvation of our 


ſouls. - 181131 3.1L ic; 
. Chil esd 2901185 * as 
' Farther, if in order to Be ſaved, e mult! 


_ endure to the end, to begin at the verge "of 
life ꝓuſt be dangerous and fatal in religion 


| and Wee, as it is in all other concerns. If 
1 miſtaken 


e 8 I R 8. * xxpn- 
| = OE n Caf a not wikully "ſhut elicit eyes 
nothing cold appear more abſurd. und irra- 
tional, 115 wat paſſion and. grief at the end 
of gur days, or the dread of puniſhment on 
| a death b bed, 15 exp late, [the e guilt of D 
1 — 0 life of An i a penitence ;/ . it 
| much a repentance £7 1 in the room 
of A regular, babitual, and eſtabliſhed virtue. 
As ve would reaſonably. hope ſor eternal 


l 


ſalvation, let us be Lincerely religious, IE 
formly.. good ; enduring. unto. he end, for 
the wicked and. impenitent, cannot fla 
in judgment ; bur Heaven, ſolid happineſs, 
pure, ſublime, and Slorious felicicy, vin 
be pe not Oy. virrue, and an 
bone fincere, erance in e religion. 
Theſe: are the proſpects t that preſent theinſelves ; 


to the good man,' and theſe- in the moſt diffi 
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Mark th yet man, and behold the er br 
14, 1 21 theend of that man is peace. 


The following ſermon was Secinö bed by the death 
of Mrs. Mary Hobbes; a deſcendant of Thomas 
= the philoſopher of Main bur | 


* 


Tro this ful occaſion, I could frets 
expatiate on the miſeries that are entailed 

on the human 1 race, and await all the poſterity 
. of, Adam. 1 might paint them in all thoſe 
gloomy and diſmal colours, in which the! 
are too apt to appear when tinctured with 
grief and forrow. But we are too ready 
to magnify the calamities of life, when we 
1 obſerve 


« . 


Gy 
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obſerve the black ſcenes of mortality, and the 
apparent period of the exiſtence of a fellow- 
nene (too. greaghye ta, ery .gpt; man 
n ſurely made in vain: He juſt appears on 
the ſtage of life, looks about him and returns 
to his original. duſt. But we, pay little atten- 
tion to the immortal ſubſtance which ani- 
mates our form; that principle which ſur- 
vives, and is acting in another ſtate of exiſ- 
tence. And hence the misfortune, that when 


the objects ate removed from our ſight, when 


committed to the houſe of clay appointed for 


perly improved, ſhould put us on ſeriouſiy 
providing againſt death, are ſoon forgotten, and 


drowned in the noiſe and hurry of the world. 


We again return to our uſual habits; court 
again wich eagerneſs. the pleaſures of this 
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life; ; and regard them as our portion and 
tine good.” A little conſideration would 


ence would infotin us, if we attended to it, 
that our happineſs cannot ariſe from what we 
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all, that theſe ſolemn moments, which. if pro- 


ſoon point out our miſtake; common experi- 


term 
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term the pleaſures of this life: And the time 
approaches all of us, when we ſhall ſin- j 
cerely repent of our folly., How widely 
| different ſhall we judge of things then from | 
What we do now. Death will ſtrip off, 
_ every deluſion, every object will be, repres.. 
ſented in. its proper light, and the world. 
itſelf appear an univerſal blank. The great 
and demand what improvement we have made 
of, the time, talents, and advantages allowed 
us; impartial juſtice will be rendered to allz, 
to every one will. be diſtributed as much, 
happineſs, as the - diſpoſition. he has formed 
can enjoy, and thoſe only! be un abappy who 
have hid their talents, in the earth „ iodtegd 
of making a Propartionable improvement of 
them, 55 

1 mall now Prbcced x to explain, the words I 
have choſen | for my rext, in a, manner the 
moſt fvirable Þ, am able, to the preſent. OC+, 
caſion. 5 Mark the perfect man, and behold he 


upright for the end of that man is peace. We 
are 


* * N 
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ate told in ſeriprore, that there is nDne good 
bot God. That he chargeth even his angels 
with folly 3 that the Lord looked don ftom 
Heaven upon the children of men, to ſee if 
there were any that did underſtand and ſeek 
_ after God: But they are all gone aſtray, they 

e an rogerher become filthy" ane ie none | 


\ 


that doeth good, no, not one. Ow tbe other 
2 we are told chat um Oy man pore! 
—— evil; and amidſt ewe“ ea 
calatnities; held faſt his integrity! - We ae 
told alſo; of another character in the Nec 
Teſtamest, whoth "our Saviour,” who well 
knew the hearts of men, pronounced ah Was. 
lite” indeed, in whom there was no sulle. 
Our Saviour in another place fays, that he. 
came not to call the righteous, bur ſinners 
to fepentance; and he did not ſpeak this 
incal; be did not mean ſuch as thought 


rhemfelves righteous, when they were other- 
- wiſe, but ſuch 48 were truly ſo; ſincerely 


righteous *and good. Hence ſome people ima- 


F*> #3 


ot 
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n M en Kern iy 
giut that theſo texts of ſeripture involve 4 
contradictiom ; bot IH we properly compare 
the cacred authors" they may de very eaffty 
reconciled jad in order to do this aright 
we mob impartialhy conſider the whole de- 
high"of dne writer, and never fuffer ourſelves 
to argue from ſingte diſperſed paſfages: for 
when perſons form their belief, from a few 
detached verſes, without taking in the con- 
tent, or the whole that is written; there muſt 
ariſe the wildeſt gt extravagant notions.” 
The many dull opinions and: abſurdities, that 
have prevailed among Chriſtians, have been 
entirely owing; to this; to this alſo muſt we 
impute the increaſe of infidels, and the con- 
tempt of our holy religion; and hence the 
reaſon that it has been confined to o woch an 
incooſiderable part of the world. 
Now as to what the Holy Prophet 8 
«All are gone aſide, they are all together be- 
come filthy, there is none that doeth gbod.“ 
He is by chat expreſſion either ſhewing the: 
8 purity of _ in whoſe ſight the; 
wy Heavens 


1 Hines u o N vn 

Heavens are note elean, and who chargeth che 
' woſt perfect of his + creatures! with fully, or 
aun none of the homan race are fagkleſy, or, 


Slutely free from-ſin, Or, what ſeems to 
de his deſign, ſeeing the mighty degeneracy. 
e the Jewiſh nation s how they, were aban- 
in their hearts, there is no God; that is, they 
vurre become practieal Atheiſla, or behaveq as 
i they did not believtꝭ che exiſtebce/oſ God:; 
ber that they werr achountable for their ac- 

| *4jons. -This could not poſſibly be true af all 
men; for even in the moſt! abandoned zge of 
the church, God had ſeven thoufand, who: 
had preſerved their?fincerity,” and bowed not 
te Knee 16 Baal. And paralle! to this Was 
the great Diana of the Epheſiatis, hem all che 
world worſhipped. Such à figurative way of 
ſpeakiug is very? common amongſt us: On 
_ the other hand, when Job is ſaid tobe amup- 
8 night and a perfect man j vr are not to think 
that he was quite free from all ſin and per- 
ee fectly 


— 
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feifly oi · For he was petſon endued mw | 
the games paſſions ant inclinationt with cb 
felvess he//had-'maidy:cemprations ene 
dani Tefiſt; and is is very natural eo ſuppoſę 
chat ahe did not quit himſelf in all the par- 
tipylars of his duty to: what the Jaw requited 

hieh H0dNl have been ſinleſꝭ ins the: ſtricteſt 
meaning of the: word I is aid David 'was' 
2 man: after» God's] eat, and at che 
ſame ie: weofiod; him, charged with ſame 
aftions-that wee! truly ,critminal, odo th 
4B eafily underſtand What, is meant in our 

tent, bythe upright and perſect man. That it 
uch -a- on conſcientiouſiy performs his 
duty to Sod, and behaves himſelf towards his 

below creatures, agrer able to the connexion 
Aud gelation; we bear to, Ong another; ſuch a 

one as oe not wilfully: indulge: himſelf in, the 
pncticg, oft any know ſin, or ,immorality, for 
od is abt tonſhare a: divided affection in gur 
Beats an affection divided between piety ant 
int but he muſt; teign triumphant in our 
bHreuſt, unriralled by any darling: rice. Our 
215 $2757 


| Hite of virtue and goodneſs, to a proper men- 
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beſt actions are, indeed, mixed wich limper- 
ſection and weakneſs: but God does ndt re- 
Nuire perfection at our hands We are: im- 
Perſect - oregrures; and we lare Hraciduſſy 
aſſured, that the great Author of our-riatures 
vill acbept of our: fraib weak fervices;:| pro- 
Fided/ we are fincere ; provided! we follow'to 
dhe beſt of dur ability, the Aduice of the 
Apoſtle 10 love one another, even as Chriſt 
red us! As every degree of ſin is worthy 
1 a ptoportioned degree of puniſhment. and 
Beds gracious promiſe has entitled every de- 


more of Raßpinefs; we ſhoule be more dingent 
au the Wok of the Lord, and our on ſalve 
Gon; and this ould inflime our deſtres of 
being worte and more (conformed stb che 
Uketiels bf bim, that bath called us ute gecy 
and virtue, that we may die the denen of che 
nighteoss and that or end may tie: pbabe. 
Whiteis here mehnt) by the end of ang ig 
not chat a period is put to his exiſtence. 
. in the 18th verſe, lie /obſerves; that 
1 2 | the 
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the Lord knoweth che days of the upright, 
aid ther inheritaner ſbell be for evet.” Ibe 
Pfalmiſt means, with regard to death; beyvnd 
hi there "is a dark e that hide eter- 
nity from our view. DAE USER i TOs 
y - the end of man, Gehe is meunt 
chat time, when we ceaſe to act in this world, 
chat awful moment, when we ſhall bid adieu to 
every carthly-enjoyment ; and muſt look to the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience, for our comfort 
and ſupport. How dreadfol is the hour of death 
to the wicked how imtolerably wretched muſt 
thoſe be to whom habitual vice has given d 


Aiſreliſn for the only true ſelieity, whom u 


* 


but a ſeries of folly, a mind diſtempere@-with 
remorſe; and an inſenfibility of each rational 


ſatisfaction! How different his view who Has 
Fett his time in virtue and religion; ' who's 


tbaſcious.of baving acted up ro the dignity'sf | 


his nature, WhO has done all the good in hu. 


| Power,” From 6 ſweet a” ' refle&ion, there 
ariſes à ferene complacency which is infinitely 
| preferable 


18473 


reflection on their paſt lives, preſents nothing 


in i 0 — 


bens da ell, che, opt ef Abe. J Well 


might the. Holy Plalmiſt | ſay,,, mark [the 
Perfect, and bebold the upright; : far the end 
that man is peace. The enjoymemm of 
good men are exquiſite and laſting, they; are 
amped with no, inward remorſe, and ever 
attended; with dignity and ſelf.approbation. 
Aud while the tranſports of vice laſ but for 
he preſent moment, are-.embittered with the 
dread of. an offended God, and can never pro- 
duce bappineſs, either in this world or in a 
world to come zuthe enjoyments of virtue ex- 
fend to an endleſs; futurity, and are height- 
ned by the delightful hope of Aae 
barion. U a5 1] .AIV «5 is $194 1 no nolf? 5? 
Le me then warn, you al wet det 
ging abe, great work of ſalyation till it1is, too 
late ; 3 death bed repentance of all others 
s a moſt. fallacious. and dangerous; experi- 
ment, and wha. thas rvined, the happineſs of 
thouſands... Our, friend. whom God has. lately 
Sau our of this world, did not put off this i 

a work to the Jaſt hour. She lived to a 
r: 4 ä great 


. 
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great age, and ſhe improved it to the beſt ad- 
vantage, in making her peace with God; and 


ſecuring the happineſs that he has prepared for 


the fachſul. Her ſphere of life was conſined, 


but her benevolence was extenſive : ſhe did 
good, and thought no evil. I mention it, 
not as an encomium on the dead, but as a 
pattern ſor imitation to the living. No truth 
can be clearer, none is more univerſally ac- 
knowledged, than that to be good is to be 


happy. But while we acknowledge it in 
words we pay little attention to it in practice: 
while the world gives us credit for our ſtrict- 


neſs to the formalities of religion, the princi- 
ples which that religion inculcates are, in 


ſome degree, neglected. And inſtead of de- 
 riving our happineſs from thoſe principles, 


which if well underſtood, it would neceſſarily 


us correct ourſelves, therefore, Let us walk 


humbly with our God, and while we are juſt, 
Vor. II, M let 


ariſe from, we look for it in conſolatory ex- 
preſſions to ourſelves and each other, and in 
the ſhadow of what we ought to enjoy. Let 


* 


= 
, 
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8 let us remember that juſtice demands of us 
t9 be, as far as we are able, charitable. We 
mall chen die the death of the righteous, and 
our end will be peace and everlaſting bleſſed- 
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HOSEA IM. 3. 


How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim ? How ſhall I de- 
liver thee, Iſrael ? How ſhall I make thee as Ad- 
mah ? How ſhall I ſet thee as Zeboim ? Mine heart 
is turned within me; my repentings are kindled 
together. | | | | 


TT is an obſervation of an ancient heathen 
4 ſage, ſpeaking of the books of the Jewiſh 
prophets, « From the ſublimity and ſpiritua- 
lity of their notions, ſo different in degree and 
kind from thoſe of the moſt exalted philoſo- 
M 2 phers, 
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phers, one may, perhaps, be inclined to think 
their claim to a divine inſpiration reaſona- 


himſelf to man. , Theſe writers,” ſaith he, 


« alone have not violated the Divine Majeſty 


by inadequate and indecent; tepreſentations ; 
but have made the great Being act and ſpeak 


in a manner ſuitable to the ſupreme dignity of 


his nature, ſo far as the gröſs conceptions of 
mortals can take him in.“ The remark is cer- 
tainly juſt, and ſtrongly beſpeaks the candour, 


good ſenſe, and integrity of the virtuous ſage: 


for the gode af the heathens were repteſented 
as weak, capricious, and ſinſul beings but Je- 
havah, the God, of all men, is perſęct in every 
part of bis character, whether vd cOnſider his 
power, his wiſdom, juſtice, or greatnes. 

How amiable the repreſentation which the 
propher Hofea gives of the Divine Being, in 
the chapter from whence the text is taken, as 
the benefactor, the friend, and father of man- 
kind What muſt a ſenſible and grateſul mind 
ſeel when he reads the * Juſt reprefen- 


Oak, tations, 
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rations of divine greatneſs and complacency 
« When Iſrael was a child then I laved him, 
and called my fon out of Egypt.“ When the 
Jewiſh nation was in its infancy, and groaned 
beneath the yoke of ſervitude and bondags, I 
loved my people, for their ſimple and ſinoere de- 
votion, and their grateſul acknowledgmeuts of 
the bounties of Providence. I reſcued. them 
from the hands of the oppreſſor; but they then 
made no return. They forgot the power that 
ſcattered darkneſs through the land of their _ 
enemies; that Jed them through the wilderneſs, 8 
and in a dry and barren ſoil fed them with the 
delicacies of life; they ſacrificed unto Baal, 
and burned (incenſe to graven images. {[ 
taught Ephraim alſo to go; taking them by 
the arm; but they became inſenſtble of my 
goodneſs, and knew not that I healed them, 
drew them with the cords of a man, with 
bands of . love. I was to them as they that 
take off the yoke on their jaws; and I. laid 
meat unto them.“ And now that they. were 
ripe. for deſtruction, what tenderneſs does he 
| M 3 expreſs 
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expreſs for them z not willing that any ſhould 
periſh, but that all ſhould turn and live. 
% How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim? How 
mall I deliver thee, Iſrael ? How ſhall I make 
thee as Admah ? How ſhall I ſet thee as Ze- 
boim? Mine heart is turned within me; my 
. repentings are kindled together. This lan- 
| guage is ſuited to the conceptions of mankind ; 
' for the Deity is not liable to repent of his 
deſigns, or to change the purpoſes of his pro- 
vidence. The counſels of heaven, fixed as 
nature, are not liable to be ſuperſeded by any 
future deliberations ; for God is not man that 
he ſhould repent: : and his goodneſs is ſet in 
as Mong 3 a point of view, in ſoch expreſſions - 
of tenderneſs, : as human nature is pat of 
conceiving. * 
The prophet Hoſea was fink + to ah Jews 
when idolatry was gaining ground apace among 
| them. Iſrael had actually departed from the 
Lord, and Ephraim bowed the knee to Baal; 


but the tribe of Judah continued ſtedfaſt in 
their — to the Moſt High: Ephraim, 
ſaith 


* 
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ſaith the Lord, compaſſeth me about with lies, 
and the houſe of Iſrael with deceit; but Judah 
yet ruleth with the Lord, and his faithful with 
the Moſt Holy.“ And in the 7th verſe he 
faith, © My people are bent to backſliding 
from me; though they called them to the Moſt 
High, none at all would exalt him.” Though 
Providence with a moſt | bountiful hand ſpread 
among them bleſſings of fe in rich abundance; 
though he called them © to ſalvation | by the voice 
of inſpiration, none would hearken ; iniquity 
ſtill prevailed, and idolatry, ſer up her trophies 
in the high places. By ſuch a conduct they 
forfeited the. protection of heaven, and incur- 
red the penalties. of the law 3 yet the. Deity 
for a while was willing to preſerve them from 
death and deſtruction, to withhold the arm of 
Juſtice, and give them time for ſalvation. This 
puts the character of the Divine Being in + 
moſt amiable light. Some have repreſented 
the Almighty as an implacable, inexorable 
being: : but were that the caſe, immorality 


would. not flouriſh as it does in the world, but 
A M4 rather 


4 
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rather fwift deſtraction would eut off the diſ- 
obedient and offender. Was that the truth, 
the 'Spirtt of the Moſt High would not be 
evaſfactly ſtriving with the children of men; 
net would Providence be making uſe of every 
method, confiftert with the laws of his king- 
dom, and the naturt of us moral agents, for 
their tecovery to tfuth, to Holineſs, and virtue. 
No; theſe are the repreſentations of a tyrant, 
drawn from falfe ideas, and 'a partial view of 
things. We tepreſent the Supreme Majeſty of 

Heaven agreeable to our own! corrupt natures ; 
we aſſign him the ſame diſpoſitions which we, 
perhaps, feel in our own boſons, or the ſame 
as would complete the character of a deſpotic, 
mercileſs monarch. But hear the words of the 
great King of Heaven: I will not exe- 
cute the fierceneſs of mine anger; I will not 
return to deftroy Ephraim; for 1 am God, 
and not man, the Holy One in the midſt 
of thee;” ver, 9. Here then let us obſerve, 
that mankind are apt to run into two very 

huriful extremes from wrong apptehenſions of 
4 God 
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God: hurtful, I ſay, as the attributes of his 
nature are the foundation of all religion, and 
wrong conceptions of them may have a bad 
a influence on the conduct of life. I ſhall endea - 
vour therefore to explain the attributes of jul- 
tice, forbearance, and goodneſs, as blended in 
the character of a perfect governor and judge. 
On the one hand, ſome have repreſented the 


nature of Divine Goodneſs in ſuch a light as _ 


entirely to exclude the attribute of juſtice ; 
and thereby rendered it a blind, undeſigning, 
and weak principle. Under the influence of 
ſuch a ſentiment, vice has diſturbed and diſ- 
graced the moral world. They ſaw that Provi- 
dence forbore to bring on immediately the ul- 
timate - conſequence of their fins ; and there- 
fore concluded the part they were acting was 
not inconſiſtent with the general nature of Di- 
vine Power: they trampled upon all the ſacred 
diſtinctions of virtue and religion; and yet 
hoped, ſeverity was ſo far from the nature of 
God, that he would ſtill cheriſh and befriend 
them. The royal preacher perceiving the fa- 
| tal 


% 


ws 8 E R MON / XXVIT. 
tal tendenty of this belief, obſerves with great 
uch, „ That becauſe ſentence is not exe- 
cated ſpeedily, therefore the hearts of the chil- 
dren of men were fully ſet in them to do 
evil.” Others perceiving the unreaſonable- 
noſs and. fatal tendency of this looſe principle, 
drove to the other extreme, and without any 
regard to the truth, repreſented: the Deity, as 
an unmerciful and cruel tyrant; and to mag- 
nify his juſtice, obliterated his placability and 
mercy ; rendering it a principle favourable 
neither to the cauſe of religion or virtue. 

Thouſands have been driven to à ſtate of wild 
_ deſperation; while others of leſs ſenſibility, 
have contracted the ſame gloomy, moroſe, re- 
vengeful diſpoſition, which they fancied inhe- 


include in the idea of. it, both hs and 
. goodnels;, wiſdom. to direct it towards its pro- 
per object, and goodneſs to withhold it in cer- 
tain circumſtances from degenerating to ſeye- 

_ rity, or to ſoſten its rigour. 
In order to haye a perfect notion. af theſe 
Divine Attributes, it is neceſſary, as they are 
| merely 
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merely relative perfections, to conſider man as 
a moral being, in a ſtate of diſcipline and pro- 
| bation; as a being whoſe nature is ĩmperſect, 
-whoſe views are very narrow and circumſcribed, 
as endued with reaſon, as bleſſed with a reve- 
lation of his duty, but as ſurrounded with 
temptation; by which his intentions may be 
rendered ineffectual, and his virtue loft. We 
muſt ſuppoſe his moral agency in a ſtate of 
equipoiſe; neither inclining to good or evil, 
but 'as capable of either. On the one hand, 
he has many ſtrong incitements to that which 
is evil, ariſing from the ſenſibility of paſſion, 
the view of pleaſure, and the inducements of 
company: on the other hand, prompted to 
virtue by the voice of reaſon; and the ſug- 
ö geſtions of conſcience, influenced by the dread 
of puniſhment, and the promiſes of reward. 
In this ſitvation, ſuppoſe he violates the laws 
of the Divine Being, and the rules of reli- 


gion? He immediately incurs a guilt propor- 
tioned to the offence only. Does Juſtice, then, 


. 


neceſfarily and immediately require his puniſh- 


ment? 
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a . for Glyaions a "RI convic- 
tion may ſtep to his aſſiſtance; virtue may yet 
predominate, and the immortal ſoul be ſaved. 
Divine Goodneſs is concerned for him; mercy 
indulges him with life, and the means of re- 
pentance, and the Divinity calls him to ſalva- | 
tion; it threatens, it puniſhes, but it does not 
deſtroy ; ; if he becomes penitent, if he reforms, - 
: juſtice is then diſarmed of her terrors, and a\ 
rational and juſt goodneſs receives him again 
into favour, In that caſe, it would be nei- 
ther proper nor fit; and if improper, it muſt 
be unjuſt to puniſh him for paſt offences ; for 
the end of puniſhment is already anſwered in 
tte reformation of the perſon. Mankind ge: 
nerally, puniſh from revenge; and we are too 
apt to conclude, that out Maker acts upon the 
ſame principle with ourſelyes; but. it is a falſe 
concluſion, for his ways are not like our ways, 
nor his ſought like our choughts. Free 
from 
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from all paſſion. and every principle of revenge 
and malice, guided by unerring wiſdom, blend 
ing juſtice with ine fable mercy, he puniſhes, 
or with- holds puniſhment, with the nobleſt 
and kindeſt deſigns. He ſees the vain pur- 


fuits of mortals, and pities their misfortunes. 


With the-tenderneſs of a father he expoſtulates 
with us in the methods of his providence, and 
in his word, © How ſhall I give thee up, 
Ephraim? How ſhall I deliver thee, Iſrael 
How ſhall L make thee as Aqmah ? How ſhall 
1 ſet thee: as Zeboim? Mine heart is turned 
within me; my n are kindled roge- 
ther,” 

To us he ſhews the rake 8 _ 


and tender mercy, as he did to the Jews. We 


have violated his laws, yet he has not made us 
as Admah. Puniſhment, in the language of 
| Scripture, is called God's ſtrange work. He is 
not willing that any ſoul ſhould periſh; how 
far then. muſt ir be from him to contrive their 
miſery or deſtruction. Though Ephraim 
n him about with lies, and the 

houſe 
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houſe of Iſrael with deceit,“ yet how unwilling 


is he to viſit them with the recompence of their 
doings, and what a tender anxiety does he ex- 


| preſs ſor ibem in the words of the text. 


It is peculiarly pleaſing to read over the 
manifeſtations of Divine Love, and the tender 
ſolicitude of God for all his people, and to 
reſſoct that he is a being of the moſt perfect 
rectitude, whoſe kingdom is ſupported by 
equity and love; neither rendered terrible by 
the ſeverity of execution, or contemptible by 
the diſtributions of partial fondneſs ; but cha- 
racterized throughout by a neceſſary and ra- 
tional juſtice, ſoftened with the tenderneſs of 
Divine Mercy. It is a bappineſs to think 
that though every enjoyment is liable to de- 
cay, though the richeſt bleſſing of life is uncer- 
rain, and life itſelf temporary and precarious, 
that we are within the limits of the divine 
moral kiogdom; that in every circumſtance 
of liſe are upheld in the arms of Almighty 
power, who, with the moſt endearing con- 
3 watches over our preſervation, and 

; gives 
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gives the mierele of Heaven 1 new unt vs 
every day. en 
But, nevertheleſs, though lenity and mild- 
neſs are the leading features in the divine ad- 
miniſtration, though Heaven with wonderful 
indulgence diſtributes its gifts in equal pro- 
portion among the ſons of men, and pours 
the bleſſings of life in rich abundance into the 
cup of the ſinner, as well as of the good man, 
we are by no means to conclude from thence, 
that the righteous and unrighteous are equally 
the friends of God; that he makes no diſ- 
tinction of character; or that vice ſhall ſtill 
flouriſh - under the ſmiles of his benignity: 
there may be times when the nature of things 
require that vice ſhould be permitted to flouriſh 
for a while in her folly ; but let us not infer 
from thence, that God will never viſit their 
ſins with the rod of his diſpleaſure, for he is 
juſt both to puniſh and reward. A departure 
from the high road of virtue neceſſarily pro- 
duces unhappineſs, while a continuance in it 
as mga produces happineſs, We may 

| reſt 


but the diſtin&ions of virtue and good- 
nes; and that provided we. attend to the im- 
mutable laws of bis providence, we f. ſhall ſe- 
eum bis fayour, and eternal happineks i in this 
world which is to come. 
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| Fc or the kingdom of God is not meat and dank 


but righteouſneſs and om, and joy in the ** 
Ghoſt. * 


N all ages of the church, ritual obſervances; 

things of no moment, and that have no 
connection with true religion, have more or 
leſs occaſioned diſputes and diviſions among 
Chriſtians; nay, a variety of weak cuſtoms, 
which have not the leaſt tendency to promote + 
the religion of Chriſt, that pure and unde- 
filed religion, before God and the Father, 
have been propagated as things neceſſary to 
falvation and immortal life, Had the diſtine- 

o tion 
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tion of meats and days, and other frivolous 
and indifferent things, deen preſerved as private 
_ opinions oily, they could Have Iert no nten; 
bur if the inventors of them endeavour to 
| impoſe them on others, and blend them with 
te inſticorjony of Chriſtianity; they then vio- 
late the right of private judgment, and we 
ſhould ſtrenuouſiy withſtand them as impious 
innovations, deſigned: ro deprive' mankind of 
their natural liberty. For inſtance : one man, 
- 6f @ ſociety of men, may think it their duty 
to kneel at the ſacrament of the Lord's, Sup- 
per, as it may appear to them a more reve- 
reatial poſture than that tranſmitted down to 
us from the apoſtles. I believe they may db 
ib very innocently; for my part, I ſnoold have 

no ohjection to them. I can averleok. ſoch 
wealeneſa; but if they endeavour to impoſe 


their ſuperſtitious practices as terms of com- 


munion, we ought to reſent it as an affront 
offtred to ourt reaſon, as well as an enerdach- 
mend upon every individuaPs right of judg- 


| ans Wet Himfeld, The defign of 
| the 


"2 4 ne a 
the Chriſtian religion is rational and moral, 
and recommends nothing to mankind but 
what has a tendency to make them better and 

wiſer; impoſeth nothing trifling or ſuperfluous | 
upon us to obſerve, inculcates no terms of 


ſalvation but what the great and invariable 
law of nature inculcates; a regular obedience 
to the rules of virtue and righteouſneſs ; or 2 
_ ſteady, uniform ſubmiſſion to the commands 
of heaven and right reaſon. 

* To poſitive inſtitutions Chriſt has left 
behind him, and which all ſincere and true 
Chriſtians regard as their duty. I mean; 
- baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper. And what 
can have a ſtronger tendency to preſerve that 
holy religion which the only begotten Son of 
God has bleſſed the world with? A religion 
. that reſtrains all criminal exceſſes, that ſtronge 
ly prohibits all immoderate gratifications of 
every thing that is hurtful to us in this world, 
and that which is to come; a religion that 
. recommends a ſpirit of love and union; a 
religion that recommends the nobleſt and wor- 
_ -thieft purſuits, ſuch as truth, virtue, and uni- 
"EL verſal 
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\verſal goodneſs; in a word, a religion that 
teacheth how to attain the higheſt and moft 
ſubſtantial joy, and che invaluable happineſs 
of a good conſcience and an approving mind. 
In baptiſm, when duly performed, the pa- 
rents ſolemnly promiſe to give their children 
a religious, ſober education, to prepoſſeſs them 
eafly in favour of virtue and piety. And cer- 
tainly it is of the utmoſt importance to inſpire 
them with the moſt generous love of truth, 
and an inflexible integrity. The intereſt of 
the community, and therefore of every indi- 
vidual, requires that the riſing generation 
"ſhould have theſe divine principles ſtrongly 
inculcated on their minds. And when they 
diſcharge their duty with conſcience, happy 
children! and happy parents! The young 
will have the pleaſure to find their choice 
aright, fixed upon the principles of virtue and 
ſobriety ; pillars more durable than thoſe of 
braſs. They will find their duty, intereſt, and 
happineſs, the ſime; their life will glide 
ſmoothly on, unmoved by temptations from 
withour, ruffled by no impetuous paſſions 
g . from 
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from within. The parents will have the in- 
expreſſible enjoyment of ſeeing their pious. 

endeavours abundantly rewarded, and they 
themſelves, with credit, and glory, renewed in 


their offspring. ü Fe 
- Theſe are. ſome. of the. cs conſe- 


quences of baptiſm, and which ſhew the 

wiſdom of the inſtitution ;, not that there is 

any efficacy in the rite itſelf, either to recon» 
cile us to God, or make us the better men; 

* though ſome have laid ſuch a ſtreſs upon it 

2s to make it abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvation, 

not conſidering that the kingdom of God is 
not in © meat and drink, nor any other ex- 
ternal ceremony, but righteouſneſs and peace, 
and joy in the Holy Ghoſt; or, in other 
words, that nothing can recommend us to the 
Divine Being, but a fincere conformity to his 
laws; for the moſt exact obſervance of ex- 
ternal. rites will not conſtitute us real Chriſ- 
ſtians, but honeſt and upright hearts, and an 
univerſal good-will to our fellow, creatures. 

It is theſe alone can give us a title to the fa- 
yourable regard of Providence, and to the 


N 3 3 happineſs 
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happineſs promiſed in the goſpel; and by 
theſe we muſt have the charity to believe, that 


will be ſaved hereafter. 


benefactor of the human race enjoined when 


had been ſent, and, as it were, with his dying 
words, Do this in remembrance of me ;” 
nothing can have a greater tendency to pro- 
| mote a ſpirit of peace and union among his 
ſtllowers. It is moſt judicioufly calculated 
to excite every ſenſe of love and gratitude to 
him that laid down his life to complete the 
redemption of mankind. As to the ordnance 
efelf, there certainly can be no great virtue 
in the bread and wine, any further than we 
comply with a poſitive injunction; © for the 
Kingdom of heaven is not meat and drink, 
bur righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoft ;”'but it ts apt to beget in us a ſerious re- 
necting mind, the higheſt love and reverence 
to thar Being who beheld his finful perifhing 


favour- 


many of thoſe, who have never been bleſt 
with the privileges of the Chriſtian n 4 


e the | 


he had juſt finiſhed the work for which he 


1 
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offspring with the moſt tender ragard and 
favourable compaſſion, and ſent his Son to 


deliver them from che bondage of fin and 
Satan, and 5 to purify them to .bimſelf a pe- 


guliar people, zealous of good works.” Here 
the death of Chriſt is portraited, or repreſented, 
in the moſt lively colours. Here his pious 
ſubmiſſion to his Father's will, and the moſt 
enlarged and extenſive benevolence to the fal- 
len race of mankiad, is painted in the ſtrong- 
eſt manner. And what breaſt, that is not loſt 
to every tender ſenſation, but is gratefully 
touched with ſuch over- flowing goodneſsz ef- 
fectually convinced of the greatneſs of his 
love, and the uprightneſs of his intentions; 
that is not effectually engaged to tread in his 
ſteps, and to follow his virtuous example. 

This convinces us of the wiſdom and uſe- 
fulneſs of the inſtitution, as it is productive 
of the moſt ſalutary effects: and hence the 
obligation that lies upon every Chriſtian to 


comply with it. For my part, I cannot ſee _ 


how any one can have the leaſt pretenſion to 


he character of a diſciple of Chriſt that lives 8 
N 4 oy 
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or of an omiſſion of one duty, is in a ſenſe 
guilty of the whole: for though true religion, 


or the kingdom of God, conſiſts not in meat 


and drink, nor in any other external ordinance 
whatſoever, but muſt conſiſt in a ſincere and 
unwearied imitation of the moral perfections 
of the Deity, ſuch as juſtice, holineſs, and a 


- regular adherence to the purpoſes of our being ; 


an uniform obedience to the purpoſes of the 
moral law; a harmony and mutual good will 
and affection between individuals; and a con- 
ſcious hope, joy, and peace, conſequent upon 


the text by righteouſneſs and peace in the 
Holy Ghoſt; yet ſurely we ought not to de- 
ſpiſe, or by any means neglect, any external 
rite, if it manifeſtly tends to promote and che- 
riſh theſe virtues and * effects in our 


hearts and lives. 
There are ſo many different ways of ſup- 


1 preſſing ſerious thoughts; and our preſent ſtate 
: | | affords 


in the wilful negle& of any of his commands; 
for be that is guilty of one breach of the law, 


the practice of virtue, which is underſtood in 
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affords ſuch a great variety of animal gratifi- 
cations, * that have an intoxicating influence 
upon our minds, and ſtifle the ſilent dictates 
of reaſon and conſcience, | that we - ſhould 


make uſe of all means in our power to kindle 
in us every virtuous ſentiment, and the warm- 
eſt, devouteſt affections; to have every part of 


our duty freſh before us, and ſtamped upon 


our minds in the largeſt, livelieſt characters. 
And hence we ſee the wiſdom: and goodneſs 
of our great Benefactor, who omitted no mo- 
tive to exite us to every laudable action, in 
dodltder to raiſe our natures to happineſs and the 
perfection of virtue. Thus he made it his 


buſineſs while on earth, by the moſt eaſy and 
familiar means, to explain to our reaſon, and 
enforce upon our lives, the moſt inflexible re- 


gard to truth and ſincerity, virtue and univer- 


ſal goodneſs, and ground our hopes of immor- 
tal life and glory entirely upon theſe qualifica- 
tions. The apoſtle in the text does the ſame. 


He aſſures the Romans, that the Chriſtian re- 


ligion did not conſiſt in the diſtinction of days 
155 and 
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and meats; bore no relation to the pompous 
ceremonies of the Jews, nor the ſuperſtitious 
fopperies of the Heathen; and that the delign 
of the Goſpel was to aboliſh 'theſe ceremo- 
nics, which were no farther wſcful ; and to en- 
courage by the ſtrongeſt motives the religion 
of honeſt, upright hearts, of ſaber, uſeful, and 
regular lives, and benevolent diſpoſitions ; and 
that theſe alone can tend to the happineſs and 
perfection of human nature. A ſteady, uni- 
form, conſiſtent, and zealous obſervance of 
theſe univerſal, important duties, will canvince 
the world that we are real Chriſtians, that we 
are willing ſubjefts of God's moral kingdom, 
that we are ſincere followers of our great lord 
and maſter Chriſt ; will give us the unſpeak- 
able enjoyment and ſatisfaction of a quiet, ap- 
proving mind: and without theſe all other 
proſeſſions of regard to that Being, whoſe we 
are, and whom we ſhould ſerve, are vain and 
frivolous. And whatſoever does not conduce 
to render mankind more upright, holy, tem- 


pe ate, benevolent, and righteous, ſhould be 


— 


regarded 
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regarded as human inſtitutions, deſigned for 
the temporal advantage and emolument of a 
particular ſociety of people, and ſhould there- 
fore be rejected as an impious and criminal 
impoſition; for whatever does not tend to ad- 
vance the intereſt of moral goodneſs, virtue, 
and righteouſneſs, is unworthy of the Divine 
Being to appoint, and unworthy of the regard 
and reception of intelligent creatures. 

Examine with reaſon and candour the flights 
of enthuſiaſm, the ſallies of hot, ungovernable 
zeal, the formal diſtinctions of meats and 
days; trace out the advantages they have been 
to human nature, and aſk yourſelves, whether 
they have made one proſelyte to the Chriſtian 
religion? I do not mean one loaded with ig- 
norance and ſuperſtition, reverence for the 
clergy, and confined to their tenets by the in- 
vincible chains of bigotry; ſuch it has made, 
and will continue to make, as long as the ſu- 
perficial mind will be caught by external pomp 
and ſhew ; as long as the vicious heart will 
be pleaſed with trifling commutations for fin, 

or 
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or willingly commit every inſtance of impiety 
under the cloak of religion. Chriſtianity ha; 
certainly received no great benefit from them. 


The intereſt of virtue has not been conſulted, 


but undermined ; and the Goſpel along with 
it, by being expoſed to the ſcoff and contempt. 
of thoſe who had underſtanding enough to 


perceive that theſe ridiculous cuſtoms cannot 


be religion, cannot be deſigned to reform the 
world of ignorance and profaneneſs, or to en- 
force the duties of juſtice and mutual good 
will; but wanted ingenuity enough to conſult 
that ſacred volume, which would ſoon convince | 
them that this is not Chriſtianity, that theſe 
are not the inſtitutions of Chriſt, - but the inſi- 
dious contrivances of wicked and deſigning 
men; and that the Goſpel inculcates quite dif- 

ferent principles and practices: that it expreſs- 
iy prohibirs. us to ſubſtirute empty forms in 
the room of ſubſtantial piety towards God and 
charity to men, as tything mint, aniſe, and 
eummin, while we negle& the weightier mat- 
ters of the law (the moral law) juſtice, mercy, 
and truth. 


It 
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It was the end of our Saviour's coming into 
the world, to deſtroy the works of the devil, 
to aboliſh the ſuperſtitious practices of the 
Heathen, and the uſeleſs ceremonies of the 
Jew ; to demoliſh the enormous fabric of Pa- 
gan idolatry; to reſtore the worſhip of the 
only true and living God; and inſtead of the 
blood of bulls and goats, to offer unto him 
the ſacrifices of a broken heart and a contrite 
ſpirit, of mercy, righteouſneſs, and rational 
devotion; of meckneſs, humility, and chear- 
ful dependance on his providence : * for hath 
the Lord as great delight in burnt- offerings as 
in obeying the voice of the Lord ? Behold, to 
obey is better than ſacrifice, and to hearken 
than the fat of rams.” And again; * he hath 
ſhewed thee, O man, what is good: and what 
| doth the Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, 
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God?“ | 
| In ſhort, reaſon and revelation agree, that 
the moſt formal profeſſions of outward religion 
, will not avail us; that in order to recommend 
ourſelves 
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_ ourſelves to the mercy and approbation of 


God, we muſt amend our doings which have 


not been good, cleanſe ourſelves from all ini- 


quiry, and practice every branch of virtue and 
moral righteouſneſs. To attempt, therefore, 
to miſlead reaſonable and accountable crea- 
tures, by making religion to conſiſt in the ob- 
ſervance of rites and ceremonies, ſuch rites 
as have no tendency to make them either 
wiſer or better, is certainly one of the moſt 
dangerous hereſies. Such practices directly 
lead to defeat the purpoſes of Providence and 
of our being. For nothing in the world but 
the fincere practice of our duty, of righteouſ- 
neſs and virtue, the conſtant improvement of 


our powers in every thing that is good and 
great, can ennoble our natures, render us wor- 
thy objects of our Maker's love, and fit us 


for the joys of his preſence; for we are al- 
ſured in the text, that the kingdom of God 


conſiſts not in meat and drink, but in the prac- 
tice of righteouſneſs, or a holy and benevolent 
| conduct. LE, 


4 It 
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It is evident to every ſerious, impartial 
mind, that alone is the commandment or in- 
ſtitution of God, which directs us to pay our 
acknowledgments immediately to the Sove- 
reign of the univerſe. Our own reflectiotis 
may convince us of the truth of this; and far- 
ther, then alone we can rationally hope that 


our prayers ſhall be accepted, when we are 
| conſcious of the ſincerity of our endeavours to 


walk in all the ways of God blameleſs. A 
diligent application, and a conſtant improve- 
ment of our minds in every thing that can 
ennoble our natures, or adorn our lives, is 
therefore evidently neceſſary, When once we © 
reſolve upon a virtuous conduct, we are to 
advance from the firſt purpoſe of our mind to 


a confirmed habir, and then let us gradually 
aſcend the ſummit and perfection of virtue. 


And as Chriſtianity is a ſcheme -ſo excellent, 
fo ornamental, and beneficial to mankind, let 
us ſincerely comply with its precepts, and in 
all our conduct act as the redeemed of the 


Lord ; not a the form of godlineſs only, 
and 
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| und denying dhe Power of it; but being Iſtael- 

"ies indeed, in whom is no : knowing = 
de be in bot e Jew. who. is one outwardly, 


whois one inwalglly, whoſe praiſe is not | 
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To bim char orercomer will 1 give to eat t of the 
tree of Mo, which is in the midft of the Ie 


of God. 


\HIS is an alluſion to Gen. ii. 9. where 
we are told, that, out of the ground made 
the Lord God to grow every tree that is plea- 
fant to the ſight and good for food; the tree 
of 'life alſo in the midſt of the garden, and the 


tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The 
* . nature 
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nature of the firſt was to render man immor- 
tial, and that of the other, to introduce the 
' feeds of corruption and mortality to our con- 
flitutions ; for Eve afifwers the Serpent, « But 
F of the tree that is in the midſt of the garden, 
EF God hath faid, ye ſhall not eat of it, _— 

$ BALE Touch left ye der Bren dhe ber 
touch of it would be mortal. The poiſon he 
lay bid in it was of fo ſubtle and powerful a 


nature, that it would af. in at the pores, 


and cauſe a diflolution o the whole animal 


| - + machine, and prove, though ſlow, yet certain 
5 "Mitfcath; and we ſhall ſee the venom diffuſed - 
© through our frames, the malignant effect in 
every vein. But of the firſt, God ſaid, Leſt 
| he put forth bis hand, and take alſo of the 
tree of life, and eat and live for ever 1 there- 
fore the Lord God ſent him forth from the Sar- 
den of Eden. * n tote 1 
-: What is cherefore meant in the "ln l 
- expreſſion, „To bim that overcometh will 1 
Sive to eat of the tree of life, which-is in the 
wid of dhe paradiſe of God,” mult be; at 
| the righteous, or he that ſteadily and ſincere- 
8 © ly 
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hall; a5 the general teſurrection be miſed to 
glory and, immortalty g. while the wicked, the 
profane, the obſfinsts nner; hall be raiſe to 
dis. condenioation;. and: be involved in eternal 
desth and deſtructien. Be thou faithful _ 
- unta death, and I will give thee” a. crown f 
life.“ And again, he that overcometh fladll | 
nat be hurt by the ſecond death. To him that 
overcanteth, Will I grant to ſit with me on my 
throne, even as I alſo-overcame, and am fer 
down wied my Father on his chron. 
The book of the Revelations is looked vpe 
a. very; dark and myſterious: but wo 1 


ly perſeveres to the end in piety 2 HED 


venture to ſuy, that whatever is, or Wil, vs 8 


| . fibly- be, of any real advantage to mankind, 
is ſet forth in a clear and intelligible manner. 


What can be plainer, or more eaſily under: 

ſtood, than what the apoſtle advances in the 

bim that overcometh will I give 

pg mf the tree of life ?? i, ei that only the 

good, the ſincerely virtuous, ſhall be heppy. 

or enjoy immortal life and glory. 
| 0 2 


3 
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nature of the firſt was to render man immor- 
tal, and that of the other, to introduce the 
ſeeds of corruption and mortality to our con- 
flitutions ; > for Eve anſwers the Serpent, « But 
of the tree that is ia the midſt of the garden, 
God hath faid, ye ſhall not eat of it, neither 
ſhall Fe touch it, left ye de Fven che bare 
touch of it would-be mortal. The poiſon that 
lay hid in it was of fo ſubtle and powerful a 
nature, that it would enter in at the pores, 
and cauſe a diffolution ” the whole animal 

machine, and prove, though ſlow, yet certain 
— and we ſhall ſee the venom diffuſed 
through our frames, the malignant effect in 
| 1 Are? But of the firſt, God ſaid, © Leſt 


tree © of lie, pr eat ** live for ever $5 kee 
fore the Lord God ſent him forth from the gar- 
| den of Eden. in mx: 08 
-: What is therefore. meant in the Puna M 
. To him that overcometh will 1 
give to eat of the tree of life, whiell is in the 
madd of dhe paradiſe of God,” muſt be; thar 
| the righteous, or he that ſteadily [and ſincere- 
+24 0 Iy 
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. perfoverss 40 dhe «nd. in biety and! virtue, 


glory and. immortality ;. while the wicked, the 
prolane, the obſfinsts fnner, ſhall be raiſeU'to 
dis condemnation, and: be involved in eternal 
death and deſtructien. / Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a. crown f 
life.” And again, he that overcometh ſhall 
nat be hurt by the ſecond death. To him that 
overcandeth, Will I grant to fit! with me on my 
throne, ' even as. I alſo overcame; and am fet 
Gown with my! Father on his chron. 
be book of the Revelatigns is locked v upog: » 
a, very; dark, and, myſterious: but we may. | 
 _ venture to ſay, that- whatever is, or can pol- 
ſibſy be, of any real advantage to mankind, 
1 ſer forth i in a clear and intelligible manner. 
What can be plainer, or more eaſily under- 
ſtood, than what the apoſtle advances in the 
text To him that overcometh will 1 give 
to eat of the tree of life ?? i. e; that only the 
good, the ſincerely virtuous, ſnall be happy. 
; wean immortal life and glory. 1 
. Ina 
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In diſcourſing "farther from theſe words I 
hall endesvour to enlarge upon the promiſe + || -- 
they contain; firſt, to him that overcometh 
will 1 give to eat of ths tree of life.“ And 
ſecondly, ſhew that the promiſe of happineſs 
and immortality is made only to thoſe that 
overcome.” And conflude: with a ſuitable ap- 
Tbe Chriſtian life is very frequently repre- 
ſented as''a military tate, wherein, without a 
great deal of prudence; vigilance, and diſcre- 
tion, we are liable to be involved in dangety | 
and: difficulties not eaſily ſurmounted ; there- 
, St. Paul adviſes, to lay aſide every 
weight, and the fir that moſt eaſily beſets us, | 
and run with patience the race that is ſet be 
fore us: and to walk a" not as 
fools, but as wiſe.” 
We have various temptations to combat 
with; many evil habits and prejudices to 
overcome and root out of our nature; and 
without a ſtedfaſt reſolution, and à firmneſs 
of mind, we are liable to miſcarry and fall 
mort of the gloriaus reward of virtue. We 
| ſhould, - 
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ſhould, therefore, be ſteadfaſt,” immoveable, al- 
Ways abounding in every thing that is virtuous 


and praiſe-worthy. And to this defirable end, 
ve muſt carefully treaſure up in our minds the 
warmeſt incentives and ſtrongeſt motives to re- 


ligion and exemplary conduct, that we may be 


able in the very moment of temptation to re- 


collect ourſelves, to rally the powers of our 
ſouls, and ſtand againſt any aſſault upon our 


virtue, and not tamely give way to every riſing 
paſſion, nor meanly comply with the finfol 
cuſtoms and examples of the times. 7 


The great Redeemer of mankind, the bleſſell 
Son of God, who was well acquainted with 
all the movements of the human ſoul, and all 


the infirmities which mortal fleſh is heir to, 


pathetically preſſes us to be always vigilant and 
on our guard. What I fay unto you, I ar 
unto all, watch.“ 2 1 0 
A mind unprepared by virtue, religion and 


a a ſufficient caution, may be brought to offend 
- againſt his Maker, and tranſgreſs the bounds 


he has preſcribed, by the firſt ſallies of temp- 


tation. But the Chriſtian that is always Cau- 
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poſe, and a bertain uliſorem: defign; running 


tit ſtruggie, and -afrerward, though with 
lite reluctance, we comply with every temp- 


= ww oN 1 
e Fury carefully ' obſerves dhe approaches 
ef +teniptations ;: that looks upon every breach 
"of duty as a dercgation from his happineſs, 
that Tegards. himſelf as: acting at all times in 
the preſence of that tremendous Soyereign, 


© bafoce- whom all che world ſhall. be judged; 
+ * ſuchs Chriſtian will gradually become ſupe- 
- rior do all the temptations that aſſault his in- 
 tegrity.. Nut courage and reſolution, prudence 


and foreſight, ef themſelves, are hardly -ſuffis 
crab without an inſlenible ſandinel of pure 


hivzigh the whole our ations ; for if after 


tation-that offetz, ſin will at laſt prevail againſt - 
ne, and will becom a confirmed: habit, which 

we! cannot cally ſake off. It is, therefore, 
our higheſt wiſdom and intereſt to ſtudy to 
attain a deliberate and fiked purpoſe and con- 
ſtancy of mind, à reſolution unalterably bent 
upon virtue and goodneſs; we ſheuld then, 


by the bleſſing and concurrence of Providence, 


ſoon become ſufficiently defended againſt all 
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11 the Mares $f che wicked ; OY 1 
intentions change with the firſt delufive' ap- 

pearaiice of earthly pleaſure or greatneſt; if. 

we ate foon provoked to anger or malice; if „ 
ſoppreſs the riſing figh"of ſympathetic pity, 

and arm ourſelves | with a ſtoick indifference {34 
vpoñ feeing - human nature "Ih cry or di- 
treſs; f if we fuffer the divine E Iffecton of love 
and benevolence to "fink into wantonneſs, or 
abuſe our natural kidefty to heentioubefs; fare- 
wel all virtugus intentions; or the in- 

tegrity and freedom of our minds: we th 
ſoon be ineapable of diſcharging any 40 NP 
| has the kift"difficulty, Can ir be expected, 
that the exerciſes of religion, though perfectly | 
conſonant to reaſon, and the juſteſt notion of 
things, will be immediately leser plea- F 
ſing to thoſe Who perhaps never ſubmitted to 
them, or long neglected and laid them aſide? 
No; in ſuch a caſe, where the contrary practices 
have changed the original complexion of the 
ſoul, and turned the diſpoſitions of it into a 
vicious channel, much pains, and ſome ritne, 
will be requiſite before we can root out a pre- 
„ vailing 


. 
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| vailing loye for. the pleaſures of ſenſe, and to 
"attain the habits of piety and righteouſneſs. 
From hence we may learn two things; aſt, 
| Thu we ſhould be yery cautious that we do 
not ſuffer our paſſions to govern our reaſon 
and controul the higher powers. of the. ſoul, 
and therebFſubjeRt us to all the bondage and 
lavery of ſin: for theſe are not eaſily ſhook 
off, nor directiy overcome; and we mall fing 
it a very arduous taſk to have any reliſh for 
thoſe qualifications which alone can recom- 
mend us to the favour of God, and can 
make us capable of a reaſonable enjoyment, 
even in this world. It requires a fortitude and 
greatneſs of mind to. ſubdue ourſelves, to for; 


= give®iniquities, to overlook - the contempt. of 


deriſion of fooldÞ#the opprefſor's wrong, or the 
contumely of the proud; in ſhort, to com- 
mand the, world by a mind prepared for all 
the changes and viciflitudes of it, and by our 
having our peace and virtue quite out of its 
power, which is neceſſary to render our lives 
eaſy and comfortable to us. 

F gin; ha Secondly, 
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the work of ſal vation till it is too late. The 
affairs of the eternal world are not to be tranſ- 
acted on the verge of life, at the cloſe of our 
days. Can it be thought reaſonable that a 
few penitent ſighs, perhaps extorted by imme- 
diate apprehenſions of our diſſolution, or the fear 
of a juſt and Almighty Judge, and a few tears 


poured forth on the threſnold of another world, 
vill expiate a whole life of folly, diſorder; and 


fin; or ſerve inftead of an uniform habi- 
tual courſe of piety and virtue. We may aſ⸗ 


ſure ourſelves, that we ſhall never eat of the 


tree of life, or partake of the happineſs of 
heaven, without correſpondent wills and af« 
ſections, without a en. and diſpoſition 
fitted for it. e 
But to return. Under the influence of 2 
ſrong and lively faith in the promiſes of the 


Goſpel, we overcome. Let us make a com- 
pariſon between the joys of ſenſe, the pomp 


and the greatnels, all the luxurious entertain- 


ment of the glutton, the parade of monarchs, 


x 224 and 


e 
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- and the copſcious ire af che Chriſtian, 
_ certain hope; of immortal joys. {Can the 
arms and grandeur. of the mightieſt ware, 
_ te& him from; the heart-felt paia of an evil 
ag. Can the charms of beauty live for t 
colleQed pleaſures pralong the ſpan of life, 
e, the ſilent approaches of the king 
of. terrors ? The whole circle. of ſenſual enjoy- 
death is a total deprivation of them: but he that 
umi believes that after death js judgment, 
that a glorious recompenſe awaits thy virtuous, 
that the rigkteous ſhall ee 207 Chriſt 
in heaven, will deſpiſe the glittering vanities 
of this life, and the painted charms of ſenſible 
things, will ſit eaſy in all conditions, rempta- 
tions will loſe their power upon him and court 
kits in vain. And this will be the caſe with 
all. of us if we are for eren determined by the 
dctates of reaſon, if faith and patience have 
cheir proper effect. Though hbpe is for ſome 
time delayed, chougb the world withdraws its 
bas 1 | | | ſmiles, 
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gloomynpp france, and- n though death 


- © draws the ſcene, and imer all enjoyment; 


ja. all theſe. ſeeming, dilagonatagess, we may 
poſſeſs ourſelves in peace, by-che+ſedſplt be⸗ 
nel of immortality, and the raviſhingproſ⸗- 
pect of a glorious and eternal recompenſes- 
for © whatſoever is born of God overcome 
the world; and this is che victory that over · 
cometh the world, even our faith.“ Who is 
he that overcometh the world, but he that be- 
| 152 iber Jeſos is the Son of God, 1. John 
43% that ſtrongly believes his divine miſe 
J pris and 'that all the promiſes he made to 73 
thoſe that perſevere in well-doing, will ſurely - 
be accompliſhed. Our Saviour encourages his 
diſciples not to fail nor ſink under the adver- 
ſity they might undergo, nor to give way to 
temptatiot, but to hold faſt their integrity; 
« Be of good chert in the world you ſhall 
have tribulation,' but I have overcome the 
world.“ John xvi. 33. If virtuous integrity 
was never to triumph, and if Chriſtian cou 
rage 


SY 


EY 
rage was never to owercome/#the' . of 


that rend the 
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- the wicked and profane, the weight ef public 
and private misfottunes, and perhaps the com- 
mon calamities of life, would make the heart 
fall; 1 the eontempr with which virtue is of. 
ten treated might diſcountenanee the braveſt 
mind. But when we look a little forward, all 


Wifficulties will vaniſh, and nothing on earth 


will appear "worthy the purſuit of a reaſonable 
being. Religion tells us the greateſt hardſhips 
will ſoon be over, and a ſtate of harmony, 


peace, and joys inconceivable ill ſucceed. 
Then :what will every thicg on earth appear 
but empty dreams and fleeting ſhadows. We 
may therefore encounter the greateſt difficul- 
ties and dangers in our way to everlaſting bleſ. 
ſedneſs. We may chearfolly climb the moſt 


" ardvous aſcent of religion, and Miumphantly 


look down on- the infelicicies and diſtractions 
rid, and for ever praiſe the 
riches of that grace and goodneſs that enabled 
us to overcome them; when it is not uncer- 
tan or traaſient pledlores that ſhall recom- 
8810 5 penſe 
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penſe our virtue: and tc Ritde, but a con- | 
plete, perpetual, and, infallible ſecurity of the 


moſt ; conſummate happineſs. This 1 under- 
ſtand by the promiſe in the text. We ſhould 


ſteadily. hold on in a virtuous Fourſe. The - 
ſtorms ; will; be ſoon over, ..thetempelt of our 
paſſions will be ſoon ſpent... The force of evil 
examples, the alluring charms of temptati 
will ſhortly ſink beneath our notice: Goceriy 
will be no longer diſtreſſed and calumniated. 
The breath of ſcandal, or the venom of fn 
lice, the paiſoned Wafts of envy, will be vo 
longer felt; their rage will be van: we ſhall 
be above the reach of affliction and difquicws 
tude. We ſhall be happy in the peaceful en- 
| joyment of ourſelves ; our. reaſon will not ach 
cuſe us, nor conſcience fly in our face. We 
mall be bappy in a perpetual increaſe, of LR 
ledge and goodoeſs, in our nearer. approach 
to the image of our Maker. We. ſhall be 
happy in, the full aſſurance of a glorious. im- 
mortality, and the higheſt perfection of our 
nature. We ſhall be happy inthe. frieadſhig 
OLE: of 


Fo . 0 E: 1 . 0 5 Dx | 
o angels/and the pills of che juſt made per- 
felt, of Chriſt the nghteeus, and God the 
jodge of all. In there, eur happineſs, Ike the 
poberd 'of our minds, halt de in a progreſſive 


mice, Apr ' nearer and nearer towards 
hy tk 1 je tlibrefore faithful unto 
„death, that yOu may receive a cromn' of Hife. 


— I now proceed” to the ſecond thing propoſed, 
viz. that the promiſes of happineſs or immor- 


| lp are only made to thoſe that overcome, | 
or perſe#fre to the end of their lives in virtue 
if; Lauft btedufeſ?? This ght be proved by 
tu be K teaſon}” ans from the attributes of 
wn Being who ig no rapecter of perfons, but 
cdeendeft to every man according to his works ; 
who is not influenced by partiality, and who 
diſtributes his favours not by humour or ca- 
price, but acts towards all his creatures as 
© wiſdom, goodneſs, mercy, and Juſtice dire& ; | 
-Who' renders, as we are told Rom. ii. 7, 10. 
to them that by patient continuance in well 
doing, ſrek for glory, honour, and immorta- 


_ Hy, eternal life; dur unto them that are con- 
12 4 tentious, 
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ib and do doe obey the ttuth, bot obey 

uti, indighation and wrath; tri: 

bulation and anguiſt upon every ſoul of mn 
that doeth evil; but glory, honour, and | Pere, ; 

1 to every one that der go: nn 

St. John its this chapter andes the kbübch 

ef 'Epheſs,” that [norviciftanBing their ral | 

Hor the 'tro# teligion; cher works; chen hend. 
and their patience, and "that they "could hoe 

bear thofe that were evil, for which he _— 

y cocnmends chem; nevtithetels, m 

have forte what againſt thee; 'Becadſe thou Ya 

left thy firſt love. Our conformity ” the rules 

of religion ſhould be ſincere and univerſal, re 

ſpecting all the commandments of God. We 

null got neglect one branch, of duty, for he 

1 

that is guilty of one thing is 18 guilty of the 

| Whole; that is, had he equal. temptation, he 

would not ſeruple to commit every ſin; for 

every precept is enforct dy the fame autho· 

rity, and God does no mote allow aippentt⸗ 

tions to rranſgreſs one commandment than he 

does to tranſgreſs another: we mould, there. 

TR | fore, 
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report, and perſevere even unto, dee, 
our conditions hereafter will be determined by 


gur conduct in chis life, we ſhould croud into 
| life as many. good aftiong. as poſſible, begauſe 
-theſe are the ſeed of a, joyful and n har- 
veſt: for the. reward in ſome. ſenſe muſt ariſe 


out of the virtue; 3: At leaſt there muſt be a ca- 


. pacity: and reliſh, | for heavenly happineſs i in or- 
der to recgive and enjoy it; for the Holy Spi- 
rit always connects the fitneſs and the recom- 
penſe. Hence we ſee the purity of the Chriſ⸗ 
tian religion, . that it connects dur duty and 
reward together; not but that virtue and hor 
a Uineſs are in themſelves amiable, and to be 


choſen before all other things, and elleemed 
for their own inggialic | value and excellence, | 


beſides the unreaſonableneſs and. deformity of 
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ſin; : but conſidering in how low and im per- 
fect ſtake + we are at preſent, and with bow.r many 
| ſtrong temptations we are ſurrounded, how. we 
have contracted evil habits, and are thereby 


"PIN | | biaſſed 
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biaſſed to what is evil, God has wiſely and mer- 
cifully irengthened the cauſe of virtue and re- 
ligion, By the promiſe of a futute reward, which 
will be truly great and noble, and deterred men 
from ſin by the threatening of a moſt miſerable 
puniſhment, reſer ved for all thoſe that live 
wickedly during this their ſtate bf trial and diſ- 
eipline, Farther,—even the conditions of man- 
kind, and their natural capacities, prove the 
truth of what the text advances, that a ſteady 
and reſolute perſeverance in virtue ſhall be en- 
titled to life and iii mortality. The paſſions and 
affections, and, above all, the diſtinguiſhing or- 
naments of humanity, if their motions be at- 

tended to, ſpur us on to * thing that is lau- 
ble and virtuous. 

Me have deſires lian: in our natures for 
an eternal continuance of exiſtence ; and; con- 
ſidering the ſtrong aſſuranoe we have had by 
Chriſt that our ſouls ſhall not periſh with our 
bodies, it is hardly poſſible that a man of com- 
mon underſtanding can be a moment in ſuſpenſe, 
whether final rewards and puniſhments ſhall 

" | ſucceed 
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ſucceed the preſent ſtate, or whether an equi · 
table judge will render to every man according 
to his work. What, then, are we formed and 
| defigned for virtue? and ſhal] it never be per- 
fected? Or do we ſincerely aim at a reftitude of 
nature, and ſhall we paſs unrewgrded ? It will 
2 be quite otherwiſe; for to him that avers | 
cometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, 
' which is in the midſt of the paradiſe of Gad.“ 
From what has been ſaid we are to obſerye, 
that happineſs is inſeparably connected with 
virtue, with a pious and good life, that our du- 
ty is our intereſt, that the moſt durable and 
ſubſtantial joys ſpring from i innocence and in- 
tegrity, and that -life and immortality are the 
portion of thoſe only that overcome, or thoſe 
that patiently continue in well-doing to the 
end. That when fin is rooted in our natures, 
and the day of life far ſpent; when we ſuffer 
vice to grow to a habit, there is no great proba- 
bility we ſhall eyer overcome. Hard ſayings have 
been uttered eoncerning the righteous Governor 
of the world, that he pe where he has not 
ſown; ; 


% e XxX an. 
fown; but, we may depend upon it, theſe are 
entirely falſe and unjuſt repreſentations of the 
good Parent of the univerſe, for he has aſſured 
us that virtue ſhall not loſe its reward, though 


an uniform and perfect obedience cannot be ex- 


ing us, and the enjoyments that are promiſed in 
another world. The recompenſe of reward 
| urges us on, that at the end of our days we 
ſhall eat of the tree of life, and receive a crown 
of glory, even the ſalvation of our immortal 
ſouls. : 


THE END. 


pected. But we have ſufficient encouragement | 


'" to follow after perfection, when we counter- 
balance the ſtrength of preſent temptations and 


difficulties, leſſened by the grace of Chriſt help- 
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